
Outdoor Information • Museum • Frontier Post

READ THE GAD-A-BOUT On Line @ www.thegadabout.com
ADVERTISER INDEX PAGE 19 / ARTICLE INDEX PG 2 READ ABOUT COVER PHOTOS ON PAGE 2

SEPTEMBER 2021

A CRAZY QUILT MADE FROM IRREGULAR SHAPES
ON DISPLY AT FAYETTE COUNTY MUSEUM IN CON-

NERSVILLE, INDIANA - SEE PAGES 10-11

INDIANA CONSERVATION OFFICER CORPORAL ERIC
DOANE RETIRING AFTER SERVING 28 YEARS IN
UNION AND MARTIN COUNTIES -  SEE PAGE 17  

RICH CREASON TRYING HIS LUCK AT METAL DETECTING ON
THE BEACH  -  SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 8-9  

67TH RENFRO’S INDIANAPOLIS BOAT, SPORT & TRAVEL SHOW
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS - FEB 18-20 & 23-27, 2021 



PAGE 2  • THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2021 •  SEPTEMBER 

September 2021 • Volume XXXIII • N0. 374

I
N
D
I
A
N
A

Created in 1990 & Published Monthly 
by Kentucky Colonel Ray Dickerson

Or by the name given to me by Golden Eagle
in 1995 LOKA’DWE ICHUTAKU YUSHEDON’
Translated “Man who gets things done!”

TO CONTACT THE GAD-A-BOUT
CALL RAY’S CELL:  765-960-5767

“If no answer please leave a message.”

Website: www.thegadabout.com 

E-mail Address: In The Process of Change
“Will be published later.”

COPYRIGHT BY GADCOE 2021
DISCLAIMER:  The ideas and opinions ex-
pressed by the writers appearing in The Gad-a-
bout are not necessarily the same as the pub-
lishers.

SPECIAL FEATURE

Electric Interurban Railway Track Removed by Milestone Contractors from center of U.S. 40 in Centerville, IN. . . .   Pages 12-13
Division of Entomology and Plant Pathology Weekly Review for August 11, 2021 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pages 14-15

REGULAR FEATURED WRITERS

ROAMING THE OUTDOORS Editorial Comment & Opinion
by Ray Dickerson (The Gad-a-bout, Challenge Socialism, Art, INDOT, Lt Gov. Assist Adults, Corp. Eric Doane Retires) . . . . .Pages 3,7,9,13,17,19
LAKE MICHIGAN Fishing Lake Michigan
by Mike Schoonveld (Rapala’s Shad Rap Demon) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 4
BROOKVILLE LAKE So You Wanna’ Catch More Fish
by Tag Nobbe (Fishing Brookville Lake In August 2021) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 5
OUTDOOR HUMOR: Misfires & Snags
by Dan Graves (“GNATS” What are they good for?) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 6
INDIANA INDIANS News of Native American Indians in Indiana
by Shirley Willard  (Is being a mascot an honor or insult?) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 7
OUTDOORS & TRAVEL Outdoors with Rich Creason
by Rich Creason (Uses for Old Wooden Skids) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 8-9 

WHITEWATER VALLEY HISTORY New Adventures In Old Places
by Donna Schroeder (Ole Man River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 10-11

GAD-A-BOUT DEPARTMENTS

Indiana Department Of Natural Resources Current Events & News Releases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pages 16-17
Indiana State Police Current Events & News Releases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pages 18-19
Eric & Cara, www.IndianaOutfitters.com Post The Gad-a-bout on Line @ www.thegadabout.com . . . . . . . . .Page 20

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOS

IN THIS ISSUE

Top Left: Corp. Eric Doane is retiring from DNR
Law Enforcement after serving 28 years.  Doane
was recognized for exemplary service on multi-
ple occasions, including receiving the 2007
James Pitzer Indiana Conservation Officer of the
Year Award. He also received the 2017 William J.
Nattkemper Brotherhood Award in 2017, and the
2018 Director’s Leadership Award in 2018, and
was selected as a District Officer of the Year four
times.  Adding to his list is it has been an honor
for me to call him my friend, he fulfilled his
duties with honor, duty and courage.  Good Luck
Officer Doane. Top Right: Renfro’s 67th Annual
Indianapolis Boat, Sport & Travel Show, The
Largest Sport Show in the Nation will be held
February 18-20 & 23-27, 2022 at the Indiana State
Fairgrounds.  Renfro’s draw Attendees from across
the Midwest Region.  You don’t want miss out
Exhibiting at this the largest consumer event of the
year!  They have been presenting this Sport Show
for over 68 years.  You can cover multiple markets
with just this one show.  Space is limited so don’t
wait too long - Book Today.  Call Kevin, Mitch or

Chuck at 765.641.7712 or Toll Free at
877.892.1723.  Remember all roads lead to
Indianapolis, Indiana.  Bottom Left: Mrs. Louise
Overby recently stopped by the Fayette County
Historical Museum and made a unique and
somewhat mysterious donation in the form of a
“Crazy Quilt”.  If you aren’t familiar with crazy
quilts, they are made from irregular shapes, are
usually embellished with fancy embroidery,
and knots of yarn are used to tie the layers
together. (Photo by Donna Schroeder) Bottom
Right: Many years ago, my wife, Susie, and
I spent two weeks every Christmas visiting
her family in southern Florida. I would drive
about 90 minutes to the closest saltwater
beach to see if I could find any treasures with
my White’s Coinmaster IV. I hunted the dry
sand, then, searched the water about a foot
deep. The machine didn’t like salt water, and
I listened to a lot of weird signals. I found a
lot of junk, a few new coins, and occasional-
ly, an earring or cheap kid’s ring.  (Photo by
Rich Creason)
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Boating
“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”

E-mail:  boats@parksidemarineandmore.com Website:  parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

HARRIS
PONTOONS

7191 FOX RUN RD BROOKVILLE, IN 47012 765-647-4619

SPORTFISH 1950

1850 RAPTOR WT

CRUISER 220

SOLSTICE 220 



Of Rights, but for how long?
In grade school prior to starting our class day

our teacher had us stand up, place our right hand
over our heart, face the American Flag and repeat
in unison “I Pledge Allegiance To The Flag Of
The United States of America And To The
Republic For Which It Stands, One Nation
Under God, Indivisible, With Liberty And
Justice For All.”  

(Note:  Under God wasn’t officially included in
the Pledge of Allegiance until it was signed into
law on Flag Day - June 14, 1954 by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower.  I included it above
because I wanted to do so!  

Efforts to include Under God in the Pledge of
Allegiance was championed by Rev. George
Docherty from Scotland who came to the United
States in 1950 to become pastor of the New York
Avenue Presbyterian Church in downtown
Washington D.C.)  Reverend Docherty back in
Scotland recited “God save our gracious queen
and king, but here in America the word God was-
n’t in our Pledge of Allegiance.  He sermonized
about the need to insert “under God” into the
pledge and found his prime audience in February
1954 when President Dwight D. Eisenhower
attended his service.

In the United States of America today we have
the largest form of protection in the world.  Out of
a United States Population as of Friday August 13,
based on the Worldometer elaboration of the latest
United Nations data of 333,161,957 for 2021 we
have several Million armed hunters who every
year kill large and small game and will continue to
do so for as long as we protect our precious Bill
Of Rights which includes our Second Amendment
which is our right to keep and bear arms.  

I’ve been told by those who know a lot more
than myself that the main reason the Japanese did
not try to invade America back in WWII was the
fact that Americans have that right to bear arms as
guaranteed by our Costitution.  We still have that
right and we are not only armed to the teeth in our
homes, but most of us are well trained and can hit
what we shoot at, how else would we ever bring
game home for supper.  Included in that number
are former Veterans who served in time of war and
peace who are trained marksman one and all.
Hunting is enjoyed by all, gender has no bearing
on loving to hunt as well as loving America and
being an American Citizen.

As Patrick Henry said on March 23, 1775 at the
Second Virginia Convention which convened on
March 20th, who was there to press resolutions to
raise and establish a militia to defend Virginia, he
said:  “I know not what course others may take;
but for me, give me liberty, or give me death!”

Anyone reading this who whole heartedly dis-
agrees to what I have said here, please feel free to
send me a rebuttal and I will gladly print it in The
Gad-a-bout for as long as I am publishing it!

INDIANA ART BY INDIANA ARTISTS
Experience the 97th annual Hoosier Art Salon

exhibition Aug. 21 - Oct. 24, 2021 Indiana State
Museum

See over 100 pieces of artwork from Hoosier
artists in this annual competition. The show is
Indiana’s longest-running juried art exhibition of
Indiana art by Indiana artists. Works in the exhibi-
tion will be available for purchase by the public
throughout the show. Visit this weekend to view
the Best of Show and runners-up along with art-
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by Ray Dickerson 
The Gad-a-bout

Roaming The Ourdoors

DUE TO A SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES THAT
HAVE ARISEN IN MY LIFE I WILL BE POST-

PONING THE GAD-A-BOUT FOR A TIME
Just last issue I distributed poster’s to all my

advertiser’s of many years to post in their shops.
It read at the top the name of the business letting
their customers know The Gad-a-bout could still
be read on line for free at
www.thegadabout.com.

However things can change rather abruptly
when it comes to folks like myself who have
reached 80 years of age.  I told everyone that I was
shooting for publishing The Gad-a-bout through
December 2021.  Then at the beginning of January
2022 I would decide what I was going to do.  

Let’s just say due to a circumstance that hap-
pened unexpectedly I have decided to postpone
The Gad-a-bout for a time.  When the time is right
I will hopefully resume it.  Until then I will
announce when it will resume on my Facebook
page.  The same place I have announced on
Facebook each month when it was on line since
our lives were all affected by the Covid-19 disrup-
tion.

My plans now are to clean out my building here
in Centerville and hopefully accomplish my sec-
ond goal I wrote about several months ago.  I’ve
done many things as The Gad-a-bout and my plan
is to put together a museum of all my activities
since I graduated high school in 1959.  If you
could see the contents of the building right now
you would just shake your head and laugh.  He’s
going to do what?  Ha, Ha, Ha - right, that boy
sure has some pipe dreams or an imagination that
needs to be corraled.  

I’ve really enjoyed publishing, starting out with
my first publication, The Whitewater Valley Gad-
a-bout July-August 1973 to June-July 1978, this
one The Gad-a-bout April 1990 to September
2021.  And even the Centerville Truth which only
lasted from March 2001 thru October 2001.  The
current one has been very rewarding both in
knowledge and friendships made along the way.

The Gad-a-bout will remain on line and you can
still read it from January 2010 through September
2021.  When will it begin again?  That remains to
be seen, it depends on what lies ahead.  But for the
time being it is best for me to sit back and take it
easy for awhile. 

I may publish one more thing if I can find
enough to write about, I would like to write my
biography.  The one thing that could hamper that
is the same thing that has made me make this deci-
sion, remembering details crucial to publishing

The Gad-a-bout.
One of the things I’ve missed since only having

it on line.  I miss meeting with all my friends I vis-
ited each and every month I delivered the printed
copy.  At one time it was distributed to most of
Indiana, the southern part of Michigan, Western
part of Ohio, northern part of Kentucky and just a
little piece of eastern Illinois.  

Working with the countless writers who
appeared in it from 1990 to 2021.  They will all
have a place in my biography, their unselfish loy-
alty sending articles, photos and unique subjects
monthly.  The writers who have appeared in The
Gad-a-bout I owe a debt of gratitude that I can
never repay them.

Words can’t express my true gratitude to them.
The subject below though is what has been on

my mind for quite a long time.  It’s not political,
it’s my thoughts concerning the direction too
many people who are currently in a political office
who aren’t true Americans anymore, they are
socialists.  Their actions put them in the category
of treason against American ideals and way of life.

THE WORLD IS CHANGING AROUND US
AND UNFORTUNATELY WE HAVE TO
CHALLENGE THEM OR REGRET IT!

It’s a shame the way things are happening in
America today.  Our forefathers would disown us!
They risked everything to set us on a path to independ-
ence, freedom and a future filled with possibilities.

I tried to voice my opinion on my Gad-a-bout
Facebook page a few days ago and posted it.  A
very short time later it had been removed from my
Facebook page, evidently our Freedom of Speech
is being infringed by those who publish Facebook.

Fortunately I can still write my opinion in The
Gad-a-bout and get it published thanks to our Bill

CABINET FACTORIES OUTLET 
OF RICHMOND

SEE US FOR:
• Cabinets By Schrock • Countertops (Granite & Formica) • Sinks & Vanities

• Discount Room Cabinets $69.00 or less • Free Estimates • We Deliver
633 South H Street, Richmond, IN 47374 - 765-966-3875

Hrs:  W-F 10 am-5 pm / Sat 8 am-Noon; Closed Sun-Tues  - Website: cabinetoutletofrichmond.com

We Value Your Trust and Confidence
Mills Funeral Home

Serving the Centerville Area 
405 East Main Street, Centerville, IN 47330

(765) 855-5342

THE OLD CLOCK SHOP

Clock Sales & Repair / New & Old Clocks
We Sell New & Rebuilt Cuckoo Clocks

Trade In’s are Also Welcome
320 South Ash Street

Centerville, Indiana 47330
(765) 855-5511

E-mail:  yeoldclockshop@yahoo.com
BILL SENTERS & LARRY HENSLEY

SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA’S
LARGEST GUN TRADER!

MIKE MENTZ

812-663-2030

• CASE KNIVES          

• LARGE SELECTION OF CONCEAL 

CARRY GUNS

• TRAP GUNS - 17 HMR RIFLES

• RELOADING COMPONENTS

• HUNTING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES

• NITE LITES 

“SPECIAL ORDERS & LAYAWAYS”

Hours:  Thurs. thru Sat. 10 am - 6 pm / Closed Sun. thru Wed.

INDIANA’S LARGEST HENRY RIFLES DEALER

www.gunsandtacklegreensburg.com
1207 NORTH LINCOLN STREET, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 47240

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan

SHOXS SHOCK ABSORBING
SEAT PEDESTAL

The Great Lakes and even large inland lakes
and reservoirs are bumpy places. Sure, I’ve
been out on lakes, great and small when they
were mill-pond smooth, but I’ve been out many
more times when the boat I was in was bounc-
ing through, up, over and ultimately down in
lumpy waves, wakes, chop and rollers. 

With over five decades of boating experi-
ence, I’ve learned some boats are worse than
others, some wave conditions are worse than
others and some of the lumps and bumps are
painful. What you might not know is every time
your boat splashes down hard enough to make
you go “oof,” whether it throws a spike of pain
into your butt or up your spine, you are doing
damage, often permanent damage to your spinal
column and other joints. 

Many factors feed into any particular per-
son’s susceptibility to lower back pain. Some
people have backs of steel and can ride bucking
horses or bouncing boats for a lifetime and
never have a problem. Others end up with
chronic back problems for seemingly no reason
at all. Everyone else is somewhere in the mid-
dle, but one thing is for certain - my tolerance
for rough water boating has gone down over the
years. 

Instead of giving up on fishing on all but the
calmest days or buying a larger boat which
might smooth the ride, I looked for a “shock
mitigating seat” (or seats) to upgrade my cur-
rent boat and make riding across a bumpy lake
surface significantly more tolerable.

I quickly learned most of the available
pedestals are huge, almost like bolting a Lazy
Boy recliner at the helm, some of them require
cutting holes in the boat’s deck to utilize the
space between the deck and hull, some require
swapping out both the seat and the seat’s mount
or pedestal and a few require professional
installation. Add more $$$ as complexity

CONTACT A MEMBER OF 
INDIANA’S NORTH COAST CHARTER ASSOCIATION

WWW.CHARTERFISH.ORG
INDIANA’S FINEST FLEET OF EXPERIENCED CAPTAINS
FOR LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON FISHING IN INDIANA

FISH
LAKE MICHIGAN

Installing a Shox, shock absorbing seat pedestal will save wear and tear on your back
and smooth your boat's ride in bumpy conditions.  (Author Photo)

the 1/4" originals to
3/8" suggested by
Shoxs. Easy-peezy.
The amount of cushion
effect on the X4 is
adjustable and what
adjustment needed
depends on both the
size of the person sit-
ting in the seat, the
waves being encoun-
tered and the ride of
the boat on which it’s
installed. I’m a big guy
and need a stiffer set-
ting than if my petite
wife would be in the
seat. My 21 foot fiber-
glass boat has a better
ride than your 19 foot
aluminum model.
Adjust as needed. 

Adjusting is simple
by adding compressed
air, or letting out a bit of
air through a Schrader
valve - like the valve
stem on you vehicle’s

removing the original pedestal which had been in place for more than 20 years was the most dif-
ficult part of the process. 

Installing my existing seat was a snap. The mounting boat holes at the top of the X4 aligned
perfectly with my existing seat and the holes to fasten the pedestal to the floor matched perfectly
with the original bolt holes. I did increase the size of the lags I used to secure it to the floor from

MANUFACTURER OF METAL ROOFING & SIDING • OFFICE: (765) 369-4067 • FAX: (765) 369-4071
E-MAIL:  hatzellbros@comcast.net or Website:  www.hatzellbros.com

CONT’D ON PG 5

increases. 
The brand and

model I got to save my
back and butt is made
by Shoxs, an estab-
lished leader in the
shock-mitigating boat
seat industry. Called
simply the X4, it’s the
most compact of any
brand I investigated,
took up the least
amount of room in my
boat and was a simple,
DIY installation.

Though Shoxs does
sell seats to fit atop the
X4 pedestal, all I want-
ed to do was remove
the existing seat at my
helm from my existing
pedestal, then remove
the pedestal, then fas-
ten the X4 to the floor
and put my old seat on
the X4. It was easier
than I expected; in fact,
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the hills or spread out on these under water fields
(flats) another place to look are the drop off edges.
But don’t stay in one place to long if you’re not
getting bit, as things are happening fast. Keep
moving with your eyes on your fish finder looking
for those giant bait balls. 

Good Luck Tag
If you need more info, go to my web site

www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com or stop
in at 52 Pik-up Convenience store and tackle just
south of Brookville on State Road us 52. We have
a full line of live bait, tackle and Fried chicken to
go. So, when you ask for chicken liver, be specif-
ic.  Lol

52 Pik-up opens at 5am and closes at 10pm 7
days a week

To schedule trips contact me at
tagnobbe@gmail.com or call my cell 765-265-
3238

I guide fish for walleye, and crappie starting in
mid-April till the end of December 7 days a week
on Brookville lake. We fish out of a 2017 pro V
2075 with a 250 Honda outboard engine. I supply
everything all the way down to cleaning the fish. I
can take 1 – 5 people. The price is according to
how many go $500.00 for 5 people $475.00 for 4
people $425.00 for 3 people $375.00 for 2 people
and $325.00 for 1 person. We start at 8:00 am in
the winter and fish till 1:00 pm to schedule trips
call my cell 765-265-3238 or
tagnobbe@gmail.com

Fully Licensed and insured for 24 years now.

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

So You Wanna Catch
More Fish

Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: brookvillelakeguideservice.com

BROOKVILLE LAKE
GUIDE SERVICE

Fishing Seasons
April - December  Walleye Charter Seasons

April - October  Crappie Charter Season
Mix any of the above in the same day

Contact me for your fishing trip by 
Calling my Cell:  765-265-3238

E-mail:  tagnobbe@gmail.com or
Website: www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Fully licensed & insured for 22 years now.

Tag Nobbe
Owner & Guide

6 Hour Trip Rate
(Rates subject to change without notice)

• 1 Person $325.00   
• 2 People $375.00
• 3 People $425.00   
• 4 People $475.00
• 5 People $500.00

A non refundable $50.00
deposit is required for book-
ing.
Cancellations within 48 hours
of your date will be credited
towards a future guide trip.

September Fishing on
Brookville Lake

September fishing can be tricky, your timing
has to be spot on, as the lake is full of bait. To stay
alive the bait has to stays on the move. The bait
fish will stay in big bait balls constantly jockeying
for position within the ball trying to stay in the
center. This is done as a trick to fool all the pred-
ator fish into thinking they are one big thing
instead of 10,000 little things. These bait balls
vary in size like clouds in the sky. They can be
deep or shallow from one end of the lake to the
other. As the bait ball moves into shallow water it
will compress from the water surface to the bot-
tom and spread out in every direction. This makes
them vulnerable to all kinds of predator fish like
walleye, white bass, black bass, crappie and cat-
fish. The tricky part is be in the right place at the
right time. Just like the bait ball themselves we as
fishermen have to stay on the move as well. There
are a couple ways to do this, trolling or spot hop-
ping.

A lot of people think trolling is just casting a
pole out the back of the boat and moving forward
with your outboard. Well, I guess that’s the basic
premise of it. The biggest factor is knowing how
the fish feed on the particular body of water
you’re fishing. On lake Erie for example you can
catch walleye trolling over open water for sus-
pended walleye feeding on suspended bait, but not
on Brookville. This has to do with the way the bot-
tom is made up within these two lakes. The fish
are the same the lake is what’s different. Lake Erie
has a relatively smooth bottom with very little
depth change. While Brookville Lake has a lot of
up and down bottom changes. Lake Erie is a very
big shallow lake. While Brookville is a very deep
small reservoir. 

If you would drain Brookville Lake you would
see it’s still a lot of fields, hills and valleys. The
walleye in Brookville Lake use these fields, hills
and valleys to feed on these bait balls. The way a
walleye feeds in Brookville Lake is they move on
to these under water fields or hills and lay motion-
less on the bottom using the coloration of their
skin as camouflage. From here they wait till some-
thing comes close to them and they just flick their

tail and catch it. So, in your mind imagine There
are 200 walleyes laying on a flat and an unsus-
pecting bait ball moves up onto the flat. The bait
ball starts to compress and gets wide one walleye
flicks its tail, and it on. Now as a fisherman if
you’re here you’ll get a few of these walleyes, but
if your there after the feed you’ll get nothing. This
is why I say it’s tricky.

Trolling is a pretty efficient way to get bites
from walleye in September on Brookville Lake,
but a lot of people just don’t like to do it. What
you do is stop at your local bait shop like 52 Pik-
up in Brookville and buy a hand full of different
size and color crank baits. Get some that run 10
feet deep and some that run 12 feet deep when
trolled. Remember these baits will only run true at
low speeds. If your big motor will only run no less
than 3 or 4 mile an hour, you’re going to need a
smaller kicker motor on your boat. Another option
is to use your electric trolling motor. Either way
your trolling speed should be between 1 and 2
mile an hour. What you do is stay in the depth of
water that is the maximum depth your crank bait
will run and just tick the bottom. The reason this
is effective is your crank bait is in the strike zone
100% of the time and you’re covering a lot of
water. 

If your spot hopping, fish with a jig and night
crawler, a spoon or blade bait. The jig a night
crawler is if you’re trying to look like a night
crawler. The spoon and blade bait are if you’re try-
ing to look like a dying bait fish. There both
affective as the walleye are feeding on both crawl
dads and shad. What you’re looking for are these
bait balls with fish arcs below them on the top of Fishing Lake Michigan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

tires. A bicycle tire pump will do the work. 
Does it mitigate the shock? A friend and I

tested it out on a windy day on Lake Michigan.
The 20 mph wind was pushing steep sided two
to fours - mostly three footers. I powered up to
a speed a bit faster than the maximum speed I’d
usually go in those conditions - for safety and to
keep from breaking something. My GPS hov-
ered between 23 to 27 mph. 

I’d trimmed the boat to cut through most of
the waves, but occasionally it would slam down
into the wave troughs. In the seat with the X4 I
could feel the waves, but I could also feel the
seat cushion the bumps and smooth the ride. My
friend (another big guy) and I switched places,
I rode in the passenger seat next to the helm and
Tom drove the boat at the same speed. 

We agreed, the ride in the drivers seat was
“significantly” smoother than in the passenger
seat. “Significantly,” in this case means money
well spent to make my days on the lake more
comfortable and save wear and tear on my spine
and other joints in the long run. That’s what I
think and that’s what other customers including
the U.S. Coast Guard and Navy think and have
installed on many of their fast response vessels. 

Available direct at the Shox website -
https://allsalt.com/landing/shoxs, at other
online marine suppliers and some retail outlets.

THE END
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TRIPPING ON TWO WHEELS
Getting hooked on motorcycles can be a good

thing or a bad thing. I fell into the trap over fifty
years  ago and I haven’t recovered from the dis-
ease since. But even after this length of time I’m
not sure how I fit into the image of a typical
biker. At first I struggled with the proper image,
either as a hair covered, knuckle dragging, bar
hopping outlaw or a clean shaven sport shirt and
slacks dresser. After a week without the use of
my razor, the decision was made by my wife and
kids. Shave or go back to your pedal powered
two-wheeler. With that issue settled, it was time
to try to resurrect my first motor powered  and
machine.

A biker friend informed me that a fellow rider
had shoved his ride under the car of a little old
lady who had pulled in front of him, resulting in
a stay in the hospital for him and a seriously
wounded machine. After a little wrangling over a
rusty old shotgun, by friend delivered the wreck
and dumped it in my garage. There followed
weeks of replacing the entire front forks and
wheel assembly from another wreck, various
other repairs and a rattle can paint job. Finally,
the time came for an attempt at a start-up. I
learned an important lesson. Never try to kick
start a single cylinder 250 cc Italian motorcycle
without a compression release. A healthy back
fire drove my leg about six inches up my back-
bone. After  a short recuperation and a few
choice words I took a ride around the block and
was hooked for life.

There followed a summer of short trips and
trying to keep the thing mobile as I learned how
to handle a wobbly, cantankerous leg shortening
machine. It’s inevitable that every new rider
eventually feels confident enough to move up to
a bigger, faster machine and my time came. A co-
worker had a British made 650cc bike for sale at
a reasonable price. Unfortunately, he had lost the
title but assured me that there would be no prob-
lem proving ownership and getting the license.

Obviously, he hadn’t tried to deal with the
Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles. After a fruit-
less hassle with the Bureau I informed the seller
that he either get the title issued or take back the
bike. He made a trip to Indianapolis, threatened a
clerk with bodily harm at the central branch of
the BMV, and came back with the necessary doc-
uments. I now moved  into the ranks of the big
boys. It was now time to plan a road trip.

Loaded with a sleeping bag, a can of tuna and
crackers and basic toilet items I headed west, plan-
ning to follow the Wabash river south from
Vincennes toward Kentucky and then back home
by whatever route I picked at random. By the time
I reached Vincennes my eyeballs were floating and
my arms were dead from the vibration from a twin
cylinder engine with a 180 degree firing order.
Exhausted, I dined on my tuna and crackers, set up
camp on the bank of the Wabash and settled in for
a much needed night’s sleep. A word of advice for
any would be motorcycle camper. Choose your site
for a sleeping bag very carefully. At midnight I
began feeling movement over my entire body as an
army of ants marched out of their hill where I had
laid my sleeping bag. Fortunately, I wasn’t in a
public place, so the sight of a buck naked biker
shaking ants out of his clothing didn’t have the law
on its way. I tried moving downstream a few yards
but the little demons soon followed me. After a
second shakedown I resigned, mounted my vibra-
tor and headed south toward Princeton at one a.m.
Arriving there, I had no idea where to bunk out, so
out of desperation, I found a police station and
explained my problem. They dispatched a patrol
car, led me to a city park where I laid my bag on a
picnic table. They promised to keep an eye on me
and did just that. Every hour they drove by slowly
to check on me. I knew that, because I had brought
a few ants with me and stayed awake slapping at
myself. By the time I reached home with floating
eyeballs, dead arms and squashed ants all over me
I decided it was time to move on to a different bike.

I bought a 500cc, two stroke triple cylinder
machine that was rated as the fastest stock quar-
ter mile bike on the market. As Forrest Gump
would say, “Stupid is as stupid does”. There fol-

by Dan Graves

Misfires & Snags lowed too many instances of “trying to keep up
with the gang” until one dumb move put me in
the E.R.. Inspection showed some leg damage
that could possibly require some skin grafting.
The doctor decided to dress the wound and
decide later whether a graft would be required.
He asked me if I knew where he would get the
skin for the graft. “I’ll get it off your butt. Then,
you’ll not only be unable to stand, you also won’t
be able to sit”. He then proceeded to read me a
riot act on being crazy enough to ride one of
“those ---- machines”.

I didn’t take his advice. I still ride one of those
-------machines and I love every minute of it.
Shucks, I may look for another ant hill just for
old times sake.

MENDENHALL
HARDWARE

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374
765-962-4842

DEER
WHISTLES
IN STOCK

LIVE
BAIT

WE REPAIR SCREENS
LIVE BAIT IN STOCK

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
SOME HAVE ADVERTISED IN THE 

GAD-A-BOUT FOR 30 PLUS YEARS



work from K-12 students from The Indiana
Electric Cooperatives’ Calendar of Student Art
Contest.

Mark Ruschman, Senior Curator of Art and
History.  mruschman@indianamuseum.org
317.232.1633.  The Indiana State Museum and
Historic Sites is a non-profit, public-private
partnership.  650 W. Washington St.,
Indianapolis, IN 46204.  317-232-1637  
museumcommunication@indianamuseum.org

CHIP SEAL OPERATIONS TO TAKE PLACE
ON S.R. 362 NEXT WEEK.

CLARK/JEFFERSON/SCOTT COUNTIES
Ind.—Indiana Department of Transportation
maintenance crews plan to begin chip seal opera-
tions as early as Monday, August 23 on S.R. 362
in Clark, Jefferson and Scott Counties. Work will
take place between S.R. 3 and S.R. 62 along the
county line, with access for local traffic only dur-
ing the working hours of approximately 8 a.m. to
6 p.m.

Chip seal operations typically last around two
to four days per location depending upon weather.
Work is completed under lane closures with flag-
ging to prevent damage to both vehicles and the
roadway. During operations, existing pavement is
coated with liquid asphalt, which seals cracks and
provides waterproof protection. This extends the
service life of the roadway and lowers mainte-
nance costs. Once the seal coat is complete, loose
aggregate is applied and swept from the road.
After a curing period, crews will return to fog seal
the new driving surface and apply pavement
markings.

Chip seal is a cost-effective pavement preser-
vation technique that is utilized across the state of
Indiana, saving an estimated six to 14 dollars in
taxpayer expenditures for every dollar invested in
extending the life of a roadway.

Motorists should slow down, watch for stopped
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TRAIL OF COURAGE
Join us for the annual Trail of Courage Living

History Festival Sept. 18-19, 2021, at Rochester,
Indiana.. You can volunteer to give a presentation
to groups of students on Friday Sept. 17 or if you
dress pre-1840. you can visit with other partici-
pants and just enjoy the day.

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU to apply to
participate in this exciting weekend event.  A vari-
ety of activities is planned for this year including
a full schedule of history-related programs on the
Chippeway Village stage and the Hillside
Amphitheater stage, muzzle-loading shoots,
authenticity competitions for camps, booths and
participant clothing, demonstrations of traditional
crafts and skills, Indian and pioneer dancing for
all, canoe rides on Tippecanoe River, and much

News of Native American
Indians in Indiana

by Shirley Willard
Fulton County Historian, Rochester, Indiana

more. Volunteers earn free admissions by signing
up and taking part in these activities.

This event is held in a wooded area beside U.S.
31 on the banks of the Tippecanoe River.  The
Fulton County Historical Society owns 35 acres
on the west side of U.S. 31 north of Rochester,
with about 5 acres of historic area at the south end,
and the museum and 14 historic buildings at the
north end. A big open field is the parking lot of
about 20 acres.   

Volunteers are needed to host the historic build-
ings because everything is open instead of locked
up. You can sit and visit with the public while you
watch that nobody walks off with the artifacts.

Contact FCHS at 574-223-4436,  or email
fchs@rtcol.com. Contact us for application to
camp historically for the weekend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat

6 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

C&C Webster Store
& Village Post Office

Webster, Indiana
765-962-3293

UNIQUE ANTIQUES & GIFTS
LUNCH MEAT - SOFT DRINKS
GROCERIES - ICE - SNACKS

STAMPS - PRIORITY MAIL BOXES & ENV.
US

 27US 35

WEBSTER RD

MA
IN

 S
T

WEBSTER
STOREN

RICHMOND

FOUNTAIN CITYWILLIAMSBURG

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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My Early Days of Beach Detecting
Many years ago, my wife, Susie, and I

spent two weeks every Christmas visiting her
family in southern Florida. I would drive
about 90 minutes to the closest saltwater
beach to see if I could find any treasures with
my White’s Coinmaster IV. I hunted the dry
sand, then, searched the water about a foot
deep. The machine didn’t like salt water, and
I listened to a lot of weird signals. I found a
lot of junk, a few new coins, and occasional-
ly, an earring or cheap kid’s ring.

Her mom and dad moved to central Florida
into a small community on a 20 acre lake. It
had a nice roped off swimming beach and I
planned on detecting that while we were vis-
iting. It was in walking distance of their
house. Christmas morning, I opened a present
from Susie. It was a White’s underwater
machine. After a reasonable amount of time
with her family, (a couple hours), I grabbed
my new machine and headed for the beach.
She got her detector out of the truck and fol-
lowed me down the road.

She started hunting the dry sand, while I
waded into the water. I was wearing tennis
shoes and jeans and even in central Florida,
the water was cold in late December. I set the
buttons on my new detector and began swing-
ing. I thought the thing wasn’t adjusted prop-
erly because I began getting two or three sig-
nals on every swing. If these were actually
real targets, I hoped they weren’t all pull tabs. 

They weren’t! I slid my sand scoop behind
the first signal, lifted, and came up with a bas-
ket full of black mud. After a few seconds of
shaking in the water, I saw a black coin in the
bottom. I thought because of the color, it
might be old silver! I soon found everything I
brought up from this muck was black, includ-
ing my hand and arm. 

I kept scooping, several times bringing up
two targets at once. A few pull tabs, some bot-
tle caps, but very little junk. But, I did find a
lot of coins, although nothing old. I brought
up a lot of Hot Wheel cars and other assorted
toys. Being in a fishing lake, I did find a few

fishing lures. This is one (of several) reasons
I always wear shoes when hunting the beach.
Many of the targets turned out to be sinkers.
They kept falling through the holes in my
scoop, and I kept trying to find them. Back
then, the detectors didn’t have ID screens to
tell me to which items to ignore.

Even though the water was cold, I kept
looking all around me while listening for sig-
nals. I knew during warmer times, the lake
was full of alligators and snakes. I was hop-
ing they were all hibernating. Two old guys
came by in their boat fishing. They were bun-
dled up like they were in Canada. I heard
them talking about that crazy fool wading
around in the water. I guess they were talking
about me.

With Rich Creason

Outdoors

Box with just a few of my many assorted chains, earrings, medallions, etc..  (Author Photo).    

Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Flavor  RRich  Fried  Chickenn

After my first ring find in Florida, I have added many more to my collection.  (Author Photo)

After about an hour of scooping up assort-
ed keepers from the muddy lake, I shook the
mud off of my latest find. As the mud fell
away, I saw the gold gleam. It was a large
man’s ring. Just the gold would pay off my
new detector. More swinging, more scooping,
and more targets in my pouch. Then, another
ring. This one was silver, but nice size and
design. Three hours after I started, my hands
were getting numb and my legs were tired. I
hated to do it, but I had to stop for the day.

Rain kept me off the beach for the next
three days. Family outings took up several
more days. I was the designated cook for
three meals a day for 14 people. I was able to
get away to do some ocean fishing a couple
days. But, I had to get back to the beach
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We Are Looking for Metal 
Detecting Sites
by Rich Creason

My wife, Susie, and I have been metal detecting
together for over 40 years. We are always looking
for new areas to search. If any of you readers have
an older house, more than 80 years old, we would
like to get permission to detect your yard for coins,
buttons, relics, etc. We also are looking for farm
fields which used to have a house site, cabin,
school, church, etc. on the property where we can
search when the crops are off. If you are interested,
we would be glad to teach you how to use one of
our detectors on your property while we are there. 

We also search for lost rings if you know the
general area where they were lost. Please reply if
we can have permission to metal detect on your
land. Thanks, Rich. 

Call 765-215-3478 or email at
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

QUAKERTOWN MARINA
Located on beautiful Brookville Lake at the 

peaceful North end...Quakertown S.R.A.
Liberty, Indiana  Ph:  765-458-6490

www.quakertownmarina.com

BOAT RENTALS
PONTOON BOATS - Weekday

4 Hours 6 Hours
24’ (10 person) $140.00 $190.00
30’ (14 person)     None           $240.00
PONTOON BOATS - Weekend & Holidays

4 Hours 8 Hours
24’ (10 person) $190.00 $290.00
30’ (14 person)     None           $360.00
• Visa or Mastercard deposit required on pontoon rentals
• 24 hr. Cancellation policy
• Plus fuel usage / Over 8 hours - $40.00 per hour
• Rentals are subject to 7% sales tax.

NO SMOKING  •  NO PETS  •  NO GRILLING
LANDAU BOATS  •  MERCURY MOTORS

Even small beaches like this one can yield great finds if no one has beat you to the spot. (Author Photo)

Two watch fobs found on the Florida beach. (Author Photo)

before time to go home. 
Back in the water, I continued as before,

Coins, toys, some tools, a little junk. The water
became deeper as I searched further out. I was
getting water in my face bending over so far to
get my scoop to the bottom. It was worth it. I
uncovered three more rings, all gold! Several
earrings, broken chains, religious medals, and
necklace pendants showed up in my basket. A
nice pocketknife was also added to my collec-
tion. (Maybe the old guys dropped it over the
side while cutting fishing bait.)

Susie was not doing quite as well as I was,
but not bad. After the two days, she found
over 40 coins, plus all the other items like I
had. She came up with one silver ring, and a
heavy silver belt buckle with the design of a

man riding a horse around a barrel. My two
day total was four gold rings, one silver ring,
122 coins, and dozens of other keepers. 

We returned to Florida every Christmas for
five or six more years. I hunted the beach every
time. Many of the coins and toys magically
replenished themselves each year, but I only
found one more silver ring. While I often
detected the saltwater beach, I usually ended up
with a pouch full of trash and a few new coins.
Someday, maybe I will find another great
unhunted beach like this one. Who knows?
Maybe if I go back with one of my new
machines that detects more than twice as deep,
I will find all the things I missed years ago. 

The author may be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com. 

traffic, and drive distraction-free through all work
zones. All work is weather-dependent and sched-
ules are subject to change. 

S.R. 46 PAVING TO IMPACT TRAFFIC AT
TRACKVILLE ROAD

DEARBORN COUNTY, Ind.—Indiana
Department of Transportation contractor Dave
O'Mara Contractor Inc. will be milling and paving
at the State Road 46 bridge over East Fork
Tanner's Creek starting on or after Monday,
August 23.

While work on the bridge has been taking
place, the intersection of State Road 46 and
Trackville Rd has remained open. This intersec-
tion will also be resurfaced at the same time, and
heavy congestion and long wait times are expect-
ed. Paving should take approximately two days,
weather permitting, and motorists are encouraged
to avoid the area during that time. The detour for
State Road 46 continues to follow State Road 1, I-
74 and State Road 101. 

The State Road 46 bridge has been closed since
late March for a deck replacement and widening
project that is expected to wrap up in the next cou-
ple weeks. This work is part of a $2.3 million
rehabilitation contract that also includes a bridge
replacement on S.R. 46 over Laughery Creek near
Batesville that was completed last year. The con-
tract was awarded in January 2020 and is sched-
uled to be complete by October 31, 2021.

Motorists are reminded to slow down, use extra
caution and drive distraction-free in and near work
zones. All work is weather-dependent and sched-
ules are subject to change.
LT. GOV. CROUCH ANNOUNCES $1.58M TO

ASSIST ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES
STATEHOUSE (Aug. 19, 2021) – Lt. Gov.

Suzanne Crouch today announced 12 communi-
ties that have partnered with non-profits will
receive more than $1.58 million in federal funding
through Round 2 of the Community Connections
for People with Disabilities grant program.
CCPWD is offered through a partnership between
the Indiana Office of Community and Rural
Affairs (OCRA) and the Indiana Division of
Disability and Rehabilitative Services (DDRS).

"Hoosiers once again are working together to
ensure all people are included as Indiana pushes
forward," Crouch said. "Through this collabora-
tive grant program, individuals with disabilities
are receiving critical support to promote their
everyday lives. The technology and resources
being made available with these funds will further
boost social, economic and health aspects by
keeping these individuals connected to their sup-
port networks." 

The program aims to help develop innovative
technology strategies and cultivate strong commu-
nity partnerships to address the negative social,
economic and health effects of COVID-19 on

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Whitewater Valley
History

by Donna Schroeder
Fayette County Historical Museum

Crazy Quilt
Mrs. Louise Overby recently stopped by the

Fayette County Historical Museum and made a
unique and somewhat mysterious donation in
the form of a “Crazy Quilt”.

If you aren’t familiar with crazy quilts, they
are made from irregular shapes, are usually
embellished with fancy embroidery, and knots
of yarn are used to tie the layers together. 

The quilt was given to Mrs. Overby by the
late Helen (Mrs. Omer) Auxier who said the
quilt was made by Helen’s mother, Alnetta
(Mrs. Edward) Cain from upholstery. The story
goes that Mr. Cain worked at either the Rex or
McFarlan company and brought home scraps
of the upholstery used to cover the seats of
horse drawn vehicles. From what we have
learned so far, we believe the fabrics came from
the McFarlan factory.

The fabrics in the quilt are remarkably bright
and the intricate embroidery around each piece
is amazing. It is certainly made of upholstery. 

The mystery lies in the middle of the quilt.
One block has the letters R. N. A. and the date
1921 stitched in it. What do the letters mean?
The initials for Mrs. Cain could have possibly
been A. L. C., as her maiden name was Leming,
and a search of both the Cain and Auxier fami-
lies revealed nobody with those initials.

We will continue to try to “unravel” the cen-
tury old mystery of this beautiful example of
textile art. In the meantime, the quilt is on dis-

leads me to believe that many quilts were made
during World War I. They were often raffled or
auctioned to raise money for the Red Cross or
families who had sons or husbands, as well as
other war efforts.

Our other crazy quilt rests in the log cabin. It
was made by Huldah Jones Goodbar while she
lived in Rushville, but it spent many years in
Fayette County when she came to live with her
daughter, Mildred Goodbar Turner, and family.
Grace Turner Clifford, Huldah’s granddaugh-
ter, says the quilt covered her parents’ bed for
many years on their farm.

I can’t pass up the opportunity to tell a little
about the cradle that holds the quilt. The cradle
was handmade for Mary Cole who was born in
North Carolina in 1794. It passed down through
generations of her family. Her descendants
donated it to the museum in 1998. It is
undoubtedly the oldest item in our museum,
and we are lucky to have it.

There are lots of other textiles and related
items in our collection. There are quilts made
by the Extension Homemakers to honor mile-
stones in the community.

Around the time the Whitewater Canal came
into being, allowing shipment out of the area,
textile mills were constructed in the area. The
best known were those of the Roots brothers,

1794 Cradle with Goodbar quilt.  (Author Photo)   

OPEN 360 DAYS A YEAR
Follow us on Facebook: Gittinjiggywithitbaitandtackle

4277 E SR 36 (Corner of 36 & Messick Rd)
Mooreland, IN 47360

Cockefair coverlet.  (Author Photo)   Initials on Overby quilt.  (Author Photo)   

play with the horse
drawn vehicles, and
we are grateful to the
Overby family for
their thoughtful dona-
tion.

While we’re on the
subject, we have other
crazy quilts on dis-
play.  One bears the
statement “Nov. 11.
1918 War Closed. The
gentlemen who donat-
ed it didn’t know who
made it, but thought it
belonged with the
WWI memorabilia in
the museum. It, too, is
a beautiful example of
someone’s handiwork. 

A little research

Cash Register.  (Author Photo)   

founders of the Roots Blower Company, and
the Cockefair Mill. The coverlet pictured was
made there in 1848.

In the background of one photo, you can see



“Gus” Pepper who was born in Peppertown in
Franklin County in 1863. His father was
German immigrant Augustus Pepper, a calico
printer who settled there in 1851, and the vil-
lage is named for him.  

Gus was the owner of the Lodge Saloon on
East 5th Street in Connersville, and the cash
register was used there. The Lodge was more
than a saloon. According to ads in the newspa-
per of the day, lunch and dinner were available,
as was almost any kind of alcoholic beverage
imaginable. One advertised “special” was
pigeon pot pie and fourteen year old whisky for
ten cents - Saturday night only! The highest
amount key on the cash register is one dollar, so
most purchases must have been small.

Gus Pepper also managed two bowling
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FAYETTE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

200 WEST 5TH STREET, CONNERSVILLE, IN 47331• 765-825-0946

OPEN
10 A.M. 

TIL
3 P.M.

SATURDAYS
&

SUNDAYS

INCLUDES
Pioneer Cabin & Tools

Schools & Organizations
Fayette County Industries
Connersville Built Motor

&
Horse Drawn Vehicles

Genealogy Area
AND MORE

World War 1 quilt.  (Author Photo)   Joyce Harris and Ken Overby with their mother, Mrs. Louise Overby.  (Author Photo)  

a 1913 wedding dress, all made by hand and
beautifully preserved, as well as a loom that
was used to weave cloth. We have spinning
wheels used for flax, wool, and cotton and sev-
eral very early treadle sewing machines. 

Another piece of history currently on display
is a cash register that spent many years in the
shop of longtime Connersville barber Charles
Brown. “Chuck” and wife Troy are now living
in Florida, but they were kind enough to return
it to Connersville.

The National brand cash register was manu-
factured in Dayton, Ohio, for Pepper &
McCann of Connersville in 1903. The McCann
of the partnership is thought to be Quince
McCann.

The Pepper half of the duo is John Augustus

alleys downtown, and the Lodge boasted of
having four billiard tables. He was described as
an affable man who always put his customers
first.

Mr. Pepper moved his establishment at least
twice between starting his business in 1896 and
retiring due to ill health in 1908. He passed
away at his home in Connersville in 1909.

The register is on display in the lobby of the
Fayette County Historical Museum, 200 W. 5th
Street, in Connersville. We invite you to visit
soon. Don’t forget that we have a great collec-
tion of Connersville built automobiles and
horse drawn vehicles, and too much more to
describe in one article. We are open 10 a.m.
until 3 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday.
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Why Cook Tonight, When We’ll Deliver It right?

201 NORTH MAIN STREET - LIBERTY, IN 47353

DINE IN
CARRY OUT
DELIVERY

(765) 458-5775
Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 10:00 am - 10:00 pm

PR
IN

T &
 B

R
IN

G
 TH

IS C
O

U
PO

N

BRING THIS COUPON

PR
IN

T 
&

 B
R

IN
G

 T
H

IS
 C

O
U

PO
N

$2.00 OFF ANY 16 INCH PIZZA
Woodruff’s

Supermarket
Full Service Meat Department

Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 6 am - 9 pm / Sunday 6 am - 7 pm
BAKERY - DELI - IN STORE PHARMACY

Donuts, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, & Rotisserie Chicken

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213
www.woodruffsupermarket.com

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN

Milestone Contractor workers and equipment removing Electric Interurban track from cen-
ter line of U.S. 40 thru Centerville, Indiana in front of Library.  (Author Photo)  

Centerville City Building on U.S. 40 with two rows of concrete barriers placed by Milestone
Contractors from the east edge to the west edge of town for track removal.  (Author Photo)  

Milestone Contractor workers Trent and Spencer working behind equipment as the equip-
ment moves ever so slowly making sure the path is cleared and smoothed.  (Author Photo)  

Milestone Contractors, left Trent Persinger and right Spencer Callahan holding a piece of
Interurban track.  They handed it to me, talk about a heavy piece of metal!  (Author Photo)  

Interurban Railway Track
Removed From U.S. 40

Through Centerville, Indiana
In the first decade of the 20th Century Indiana

witnessed the quick development of a new fangled
dangled invention known as the Electric
Interurban Railway that passed across Indiana and
Wayne County from one side to the other along
U.S. 40.

It has laid there since that time undisturbed.
I first knew of its existence probably in high

school, but it didn’t really seem to matter until
U.S. 40 needed to be repaired.

That is to say I first really got to know more
about it when INDOT was repairing U.S. 40 thru
Centerville just a few years ago.  Me being a nosy
kind of a guy, I was watching a young lady who
worked for INDOT walking along U.S. 40 and I
asked her why they weren’t doing anything along
the center of the road.  She politely replied it was
due to the Interurban Track that was still buried
along the center line.  They could only repair the
road from a certain distance on either side of the
center line.  

Some time ago when I worked at the Union
County Development Corporation in Liberty I got
a letter from Nathan Riggs who was the Public
Relations guy for Indot listing area towns that
were slated to have road repair work done in the
coming months.

I noticed in particular the town of Centerville
which is my home town.  U.S. 40 was to be com-
pletely repaired including removing the
Interurban Railway track in 2006.

Well as it came to that time the project was
skipped due to Centerville residents along U.S. 40
not wanting their trees trimed or harmed in any
way so the project was removed from the list.

I contacted Nathan, who I got to know and
trusted asking when would Centerville be eligible
again.  He told me 2016 or later.  Nathan has since
retired and of course I only publish The Gad-a-
bout on my website, but still try to keep in touch
with what’s going on locally and in The
Whitewater Valley mainly.

Well as the photos show above Milestone
Contractors whom I’m very familiar with having
been a fan of theirs for years are in the process of
removing the Railway Interurban tracks and
debris from under the center line of U.S. 40
through Centerville.  It was a struggle getting

local residents convinced to let the project start,
but common sense evidently prevailed.

I remember once, it’s been a few years ago now
I was in a conversation with One of Nathan’s men
via the telephone and internet concerning their
repaving of U.S. 52 from Andersonville to
Rushville, Indiana.

INDOT had finished the chip and seal process
along the road and finishing up when I happened
to be traveling that stretch of road.  I couldn’t
believe they were finished leaving the roadway
rather what looked and felt unfinished. I was driv-
ing from Rushville to Metamora.  My van is small,
but it sounded like I was driving a Mac truck
going down the road, with the noise from the
wheels.   I knew as a fact that especially police
officers were having a hard time negotiating the
highway while performing their duties mainly
keeping traction on it if they abruptly reversed
their direction.

So I called Nathan’s office and talked to anoth-
er fella who answered the phone.  Frankly I said
something similar to this, “tell me your not fin-
ished paving U.S. 52 between Andersonville and
Rushville.”  The fella replied, yes it was finished.

Well to make a rather long story short after a
length of time of exchanging e-mails and tele-
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Matt’s Custom Guns
Hours:  Monday - Friday  9 am - 5 pm (Other hours by appointment)

Guns - Ammunition - Scopes - Accessories
Custom Target & Hunting Rifles - Specialize in Reloading Supplies

Gunsmithing - Muzzleloading Guns & Supplies
Authorized Dealer for Freedom Arms, Dakota 

Arms, Nesika,  Kimber, H-S Precision & 
Dillon Precision

3762 N CR 450 E, Connersville, IN 47331
Ph: 765-825-3418

Email:  mattscustomguns@yahoo.com
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LUDCO’S
FORMERLY LUDCO GUN SHOP

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1972
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE, RELOADING SUPPLIES, MUZZLE LOADING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES

BLACK POWDER RIFLES & HANDGUNS, AIR GUNS, CROSSBOWS & ACCESORIES,
KNIVES, MINOR BOW REPAIRS, SCOPES & MOUNTS, EXTRA GUN MAGAZINES, 

BOW FISHING SUPPLIES, GARRETT & WHITE METAL DETECTORS, PLUS A LOT MORE.
INDIANA DNR LICENSE’S RETAILER

146 W. WASHINGTON ST.             765-468-8136 { SHOP }

PARKER CITY, IN. 47368             765-730-3084 { CELL }

WEBSITE:  www.ludcos.com

10 MILES EAST OF MUNCIE, IN.                    DNR CHECK IN STATION W/ SCALES

Town employees Chris and Bob Sharp behind truck load of limbs.  (Author Photo)   Besides metal detecting, I was also giving lessons on dowsing. (Author Photo).    

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 

Milestone Contractors removing the interurban track in front of the Mansion House an
early 1800 Inn still can be visited and enjoyed today.  (Author Photo)   

As the crew moves west along U.S. 40 the Milestone Contractors steadily remove track and
debris replacing it with a smooth new pavement complete with center line . (Author Photo)

Milestone Contractor workers and equipment paving new layer of pavement as they move
into down town Centerville heading west.  (Author Photo)  

Milestone Contractors now out of sight I took this photo near 3rd Street looking west with
the brand new, smooth fresh pavement with the yellow center line down the middle done. 

phone conversations with INDOT concerning
U.S. 52.  On November 1st of that year I was pres-
ent in Andersonville with camera in hand to film
the first layer of new pavement, Milestone
Contractors began laying from Andersonville to
Rushville.

I know, but I’ve always had this problem of
seeing things that seem crucial at the time and
later have lived to regret some of my actions.  But
in the long run I’d say, you don’t know what you
can accomplish until you make the leap..........!!

A - T & I SERVICE

For all your Agriculture, Lawn & Garden
Automotive, Aluminum & Steel Trailer and 

Service or Parts needs
1414 Wise Road, Cambridge City, IN 47327

• Country Clipper
• Honda
• Team Stihl

• Vermeer Hay Equipment
• Kawasaki
• Custom Made 

Hydraulic Lines
PH: 765-478-5917 Website: www.atiservice.com E-mail:  sales@atiservice.com

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

isolated.”
Round 2 of this pro-

gram will implement
strategies, including
virtual or technology-
assisted activities, to
address social isolation
and lost access to natu-
ral supports, or the loss
of employment and
training opportunities
due to COVID-19. This

round also addresses the changing realities of the
COVID-19 public health emergency by targeting
activities designed to assist Hoosier adults with
disabilities in preparing for a return to in-person
interactions in the workplace and community. 

“We are so excited that this Round 2 funding
means 12 additional communities will be working
with their local disability organizations to mitigate
the impacts of COVID-19 on Hoosier adults with
disabilities," said DDRS Director Kim Opsahl.
"These funds will help communities re-engage
Hoosier adults with disabilities in services,
employment and community inclusion efforts.”

The following applicants will receive funding
for this round:

• The City of Angola, in partnership with
EasterSeals RISE, is awarded $195,585 to create a
virtual Employment Readiness Academy to pro-
vide employment skills development to partici-
pants. Virtual employment activities will utilize
35-unit tablet lending library. The city will also
install virtual meeting and videoconferencing
technology in City Hall and Angola Training
Center to enhance ability of participants to engage
in community training and local government
processes.

Hoosiers with disabilities. Additionally, the goal
of CCPWD is to increase community and work-
place inclusion for this population.  

“These projects are providing important tech-
nology resources for Hoosiers with disabilities
during a time where we have had to go virtual in
many aspects of our lives,” said OCRA Executive
Director Denny Spinner. “Even as we work to get
back to normal, the assistance these projects will
create will have a long-lasting positive impact on
communities and help ensure no Hoosier is left

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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DINE-IIN •• CARRYOUT
PULLED PORK • PIZZA • WINGS
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765-458-7554
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THE GUN DEN

Buy - Sell - Trade
FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & HUNTING NEEDS

WE NOW HAVE LIVE BAIT
A Large Selection of Kimbers in Stock

ALL LONG GUNS ON SALE
We do special orders and layaways

337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville, IN 46176
(317) 398-3852

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT www.thegundenonline.com

Division of Entomology
and Plant Pathology

Weekly Review for Aug 11, 2021
Kallie Bontrager (Nursery Inspector &

Compliance Officer) - KBontrager@dnr.IN.gov
After two months of mainly dealing with gypsy

moth, I have been able to get out in the field and
get some inspections done. In a nursery that main-
ly grows maple, I was seeing tar spot. It varied in
severity from heavy on some of the Norway maple
varieties to light on the red maple varieties. Other
diseases I saw included Septoria leafspot on oak
leaf hydrangea, juniper tip blight on juniper, apple
scab on crabapples to varying degrees depending
on the variety, apple scab on serviceberry, and
powdery mildew on Diablo ninebark and service-
berry. At a daylily and hosta grower I saw hosta
anthracnose and daylily leaf streak. Bagworm
populations are high this year and I did notice
them on arborvitae at one of the nurseries. Other
insects include white pine weevil on Eastern white
pine, oak leafminer and oak spider mites on bur
oak, Japanese beetle on roses and serviceberry,
lacebug on serviceberry, and flea beetle damage
on weigela.

When I finished a nursery inspection I stopped
to check out a walnut tree that was covered with
gypsy moth eggmasses and was happy to find the
egg parasitoid, Ooencyrtus kuvanae, busy at work.
These parasitoids are small wasps that lay their
eggs in the eggs of the gypsy moth, killing the egg
before it has a chance to hatch.

Ren Hall (Nursery Inspector & Compliance
Officer) - RHall@dnr.IN.gov

I saw a group of pear trees with a bad case of
fireblight with dark cankers, scorched leaves, and
shepherd’s crooks on the ends of the branches.
These trees may still be saved if the grower prunes
out the blighted branches several inches under the
cankers when the trees are dormant this winter,
although once it reaches the main trunk it’s too
late to save.

Last week, I saw a lot of larger bagworms while
out doing nursery inspections. Other interesting
finds were catalpa hornworm on catalpa trees and
whitefly pupae on the undersides of leaves of
many trees including maples, lilac, ash, and lin-
den.

Ken Cote (Nursery Inspector & Compliance
Officer) - KCote@dnr.IN.gov

Only 0.53 inches of rain in the last two weeks

but I am also seeing numerous honey locust trees
infested with mimosa webworm in the
Bloomington area. This can cause significant
damage to trees fairly quickly and it is often very
objectionable to clients. Look for brown leaves
that are lightly webbed together. This insect does
not produce as much webbing as fall webworm,
but it can turn entire trees brown.

at my house. Many
areas are becoming dry
in the southern part of
the state. I am seeing a
lot of fall webworm,

Photo 1 - Gypsy moth eggmass parasitoid - Ooencyrtus kuvanae.

Photo 2 - Larger Bagwork.

Photo 4 - Whitefly pupae.

Photo 3 - Fireblight on pear.

Photo 5 - Catalpa hornworm on catalpa.
I am also starting to see symptoms of leaf

blotch fungus on my red buckeye. Look for brown
necrotic areas on the leaf tissue. This type of dam-
age on buckeye can be caused by environmental
leaf scorch as a result of dry conditions, bacterial
leaf scorch (Xylella fastidiosa) or a fungal infec-
tion, Guignardia leaf blotch. These symptoms all
look very similar to one another in the field and a
lab diagnosis is needed to distinguish which prob-
lem you really have. Interestingly, I had an identi-
fication of a leaf spot on Yoshino cherry as a
Cercospora /Psuedocercospora species. This is
causing significant leaf drop on Yoshino cherries
in my region, but the symptoms of this leaf spot
are exactly the same as the shot hole fungus.
However, there is also a bacterial leaf spot that can
cause similar symptoms on cherries. Remember,
what we see in the field is a plant reaction to
something. In many cases, similar symptoms can
result from different pathogens.

Vince Burkle (Nursery Inspector &
Compliance Officer) - VBurkle@dnr.IN.gov

Fall webworm populations are fairly high in
scattered locations in northeast Indiana. The cater-
pillars make silken “tents” at the ends of branches
on a wide variety of trees. Most of the tents I’ve
seen have been on walnut, hickory, and persim-
mon. The caterpillars feed on the leaves inside the
tents which help to protect them from predators.
There are two generations a year of this insect in
Indiana. The first generation appears in June with
the second generation appearing in July and
August. It typically doesn’t cause a lot of damage
to trees so control measures are rarely needed.
While inspecting nurseries in Allen County I
observed redbud leaffolder caterpillars on redbud.
These caterpillars fold a leaf over a stich it togeth-
er with silk and feed inside the folded leaf. I also
observed oak spider mites on bur oak; lace bugs
on linden; moderate levels of redheaded flea bee-
tle on hydrangea, Itea and weigela and pine needle
scale on Scotch pine. As for diseases, tar spot has
been getting heavier with the humid weather.
Septoria leaf spot was heavy on ivory halo dog-



PAGE 15 • THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2021 • SEPTEMBER

Veteran Services Office
401 East Main Street

Richmond, Indiana 47374

Fax:  (765) 973-9493

Hours:  Monday thru Wednesday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

By AppointmentPete McDaniel
U.S. Marines

Ron Weadick
U.S. Army

Phone:  (765) 973-9207
E-mail:  pmcdaniel@co.wayne.in.us

Phone:  (765) 973-9200 ext. 1651
E-mail:  ronaldw@co.wayne.in.us

Entomologist) - MAbraham@dnr.IN.gov
Eric Biddinger (Nursery Inspector &

Compliance Officer) - EBiddinger@dnr.IN.gov
Eric Bitner (Nursery Inspector & Compliance

Officer) - EBitner@dnr.IN.gov
Phil Marshall (State Forest Health Specialist) -

PMarshall@dnr.IN.gov
Kathleen Prough (Chief Apiary Inspector) -

KPrough@dnr.IN.gov
Jared Spokowsky (Nursery Inspetor &

Compliance Officer) - Jspokowsky@dnr.IN.gov
Kristy Stultz (Nursery Inspector & Compliance

Officer) - KStultz@dnr.IN.gov

wood, as well as powdery mildew on flowering
dogwood and possible Cercospora leaf spot on
hydrangeas.

Angela Rust (Nursery Inspector &
Compliance Officer) - ARust@dnr.IN.gov

I have included a photo this week of leaf galls
on pecan caused by the feeding of the pecan phyl-
loxera insect. For more information, please see
Purdue Extension’s publication Managing Insect
Pests of Nut Trees.No reports this week
Editor’s Note:  Photo of leaf galls was left out of
article due to a lack of space in this issue.

Photo 6 - Mimosa webworm on honey locust in a neighborhood.

Photo 7 - Mimosa webworm damage.

Photo 8 - Possible Guignardia on red buckeye.

Photo 9 - Shot hole leaf spots on Yoshino cherry (Several fungi or
bacteris can cause this.

No Reports This Week
Megan Abraham (Division Director & State

Photo 10 - Fall webworm.

Photo 11 - Fall webworm closeup.

Photo 12 -Oak spider mite damage.

Photo 13 - Lace bug on linden.

Photo 14 - Redbud leaf folder.

Photo 15 - Pine needle scale.
This informal report by the Division of Entomology & Plant
Pathology is a commentary on insects, diseases, and curiosi-
ties division staff encounter on a week-to-week basis.
Comments and questions about this report are welcome and
can be sent to your respective Inspector.
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MIGHTY MUFFLER
BRAKES • SHOCKS • TIRES

Complete Automotive 
Repair

“No Muff . . . Too Tuff!”
1440 N.W. 5th St., Richmond, IN

Darin Doner, Owner
765-966-6833

War souvenirs
See Miles or Sharrie

216 South 8th Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
INCENSE-
AND LOTS MORE

Justin    
Double-H • Rocky

Shoe Repair Available

MILROY SHOES
9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
Mon-Thur 8 - 5 / Fri 8 - 6 / Sat 8 - 3 / Closed Sun

(765) 629-2109

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

DEAD BLACK BEAR FOUND ON ELKHART
COUNTY ROADSIDE

DNR recovered the body of a black bear north of
Bristol in Elkhart County on Wednesday.

The bear was found near a toll road and was in an
advanced state of decomposition. DNR staff deliv-
ered the remains to the Indiana Animal Disease
Diagnostic Laboratory (ADDL) at Purdue for
necropsy to determine cause of death. Preliminary
results revealed the bear had many fractured bones,
injuries that DNR mammalogist Brad Westrich says
are consistent with a vehicle collision.

“It is unfortunate that for many in Elkhart County
this was their first experience observing a black
bear,” Westrich said. “It’s well documented that
wild animals are commonly killed on roadways, and
it’s a shame that Indiana’s fifth black bear in modern
history met this fate.”

DNR had not received reports of black bears in
the area before finding this bear.

Hair and tissue samples will be analyzed to deter-
mine where the black bear originated. It was not the
same black bear that had previously visited southern
Indiana earlier this summer. Bear reports in that
region have stopped coming to Indiana DNR, and
Westrich says it has probably moved on to
Kentucky, based on confirmed sightings received
from Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife
Resources.

Indiana was once home to black bears. Bear pop-
ulations in neighboring states are expanding, and
Indiana’s forests and hills, primarily located in the
southern portion of the state, are excellent habitat
for black bears.

If you see a bear, report it to the DNR at
on.IN.gov/largemammal. Biologists use these
reports to monitor bear activity and provide recom-
mendations to local residents.

Learn more about black bears, those that have
visited Indiana, and tips for living with bears at
wildlife.IN.gov/wildlife-resources/animals/black-
bear/.

To view more DNR news releases, please see
dnr.IN.gov.

POLLINATORPALOOZA AT
PROPHETSTOWN SP

Buzz over to Prophetstown State Park on
Saturday, Aug. 28 from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. for the
Pollinatorpalooza! 

We’ll “bee” celebrating pollinators of all kinds!
Join us for sessions on pollinator gardens, bees,
plant ID, and more. Activities, workshops, and guid-
ed walks are available for all ages. The event is free
with park admission. Workshops provided at added
cost.

Learn more and sign up for workshops.
• Pollinatorpalooza_flyer.pdf

FALLS OF THE OHIO SP HOSTS
‘DIGGING THE PAST’ EVENT AUG. 28

Falls of the Ohio State Park is hosting its annual
Digging the Past event on Saturday, Aug. 28 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The event will let visitors explore fossils, miner-
als, and archaeology with a variety of programs
behind the Interpretive Center. Masks will be
required to approach tables. Parking is $2 per vehi-
cle, and a discounted Interpretive Center admission
of $7 per person will be offered.

Here's a list of activities:
• The park will have more collecting piles this

year with free ticketed times every 30 minutes to
encourage social distancing.

• Refreshed Silurian and Devonian fossil piles
will be available courtesy of Irving Materials, Inc.
(IMI) & Bagshaw Trucking, with new minerals as
well.

• IMI will also have a “make a fossil” activity.
An outer fossil bed hike will be at 9:30 a.m. for

ages 12 and older.
• Hourly guided hikes of the grounds will take

place hourly from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Roving naturalists will help you discover the

fossil beds for those who don’t want to join a hike.
• Create an “egg carton” geology collection.
• Make a weather rock or pet rock.
• Enjoy tabletop fossil and mineral displays.
• Dig “artifacts” in one of the park’s archaeolog-

ical mini-mock dig stations.
• Wade Tharp with the Indiana Division of

Historic Preservation & Archaeology (DHPA) will
have a presentation on “garbagology”.

• Get unknown rocks and fossils identified.
Falls of the Ohio State Park (on.IN.gov/fallsoft-

heohio) is at 201 W. Riverside Dr. Clarksville,
47129.

To view more DNR news releases, please see
dnr.IN.gov.

MONROE LAKE SHOWCASES SALT CREEK
VALLEY, SEPTEMBER 12-18, 2021

Monroe Lake is hosting its first Salt Creek Valley
History Week from Sunday, Sept. 12 through
Saturday, Sept. 18. The Salt Creek Valley is the
name for the area around Monroe Lake and was
given the moniker because of the many salt springs
in the area.

The program schedule includes some activities that
require advance registration (with limited space avail-
able) and others that have no registration requirements.

Details and registration links (for programs
requiring advance signup) are at bit.ly/scv-history-
2021. Following is a list of activities by date:

• Sept. 12, “Then and Now” Challenge from 10
to 11:30 a.m.; free event, no registration required;
Paynetown SRA, Campground Playground

• Sept. 12, Explore Monroe paddling trip at 5:30
p.m.; $10 per person and limited to 10 people,
advance signup required, kayak rentals available;
Pine Grove SRA

• Sept. 13, Underwater Cemeteries at 6:30 p.m.;
free public presentation, no registration required;
Lawrence County Museum of History in Bedford

• Sept. 14, Explore Monroe paddling trip at 9
a.m.; $10 per person and limited to 10 people,
advance signup required, kayak rentals available;
Pine Grove SRA

• Sept. 15, Friendship Baptist Church Hike at 10
a.m.; free event but limited to 15 people, advance
signup required; church is located on Friendship
Lane

• Sept. 16, Hughes Cemetery Tour at 10 a.m.; free
event but limited to 20 people, advance signup
required; Paynetown SRA

• Sept. 17, Bald Eagle Hacking Tower Hike at 10
a.m.; free event but limited to 20 people, advance
signup required; Northfork Service Area

• Sept. 17, Buzzsaw Pioneer Toy from 6 to 7:30
p.m.; free event, no registration required;
Paynetown SRA, Campground Playground

• Sept. 18, Marble Games from 10 to 11:30 a.m.;
free event, no registration required; Paynetown
SRA, Campground Playground

• Sept. 18, Southern Indiana Folk Music at 8
p.m.; free event, no registration required;
Paynetown SRA Activity Center and Amphitheater

For programs at Paynetown State Recreation
Area, the daily entrance fee of $7 per vehicle with
Indiana license plate and $9 per vehicle with out-of-
state license plate applies. Indiana State Park Annual
Entrance Permits are also accepted.

Questions about Salt Creek Valley History week
programming should be directed to Jill Vance,
Monroe Lake’s interpretive naturalist, at
jvance@dnr.IN.gov or 812-837-9967.

To view all DNR news releases, please see
dnr.IN.gov.

GARY MAN RESCUED FROM LAKE 
MICHIGAN (PORTER COUNTY)

(Portage) A Gary man has been rescued after a
lengthy multiagency search coordinated by Indiana
Conservation Officers on Lake Michigan.

On Friday, August 13 at approximately 5 p.m.,
Jerimiah Merritt, 24, of Gary, left the Portage
Marina on a personal watercraft (PWC) to go riding
on Lake Michigan. After Merritt failed to return
home, family located his vehicle parked Portage
Marina and called 911.

Indiana Conservation Officers and the Portage
Police Department immediately responded and

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ing programs and employment training videos.
Partners will leverage a device lending library of
24 Chromebooks and 24 Hotspot devices to deliv-
er grant activities.

• The City of Vincennes, in partnership with
the YMCA Betty J McCormick, is awarded
$200,000 to create virtual and hybrid social inclu-
sion activities focusing on health and wellness.
This includes activities such as sensory biking
trail, virtual grocery shopping assistance, online
wellness classes, exercise classes, drum classes,
etc. The city will utilize 30-unit device lending
library to facilitate grant activities.

• The City of Westfield, in partnership with
Westfield Washington Schools, is awarded
$53,255 to expand virtual and in-person employ-
ment training, and school-to-work transition activ-
ities. The city will increase the number of job
coaches available to students and purchase inter-
active video panels to enhance transition program
curriculum.

• Fountain County, in partnership with Child-
Adult Resource Services, is awarded $55,500 to
develop online zoom classes on a wide range of
topics, including music, art, employment skills,
social hour, self-care, cooking, advocacy, health
and wellness, leisure and hobby exploration, tech-
nology skills, fitness, finance, and home care.
Funds will be used to hire program specialist to
coordinate the delivery of classes and purchase a
10-unit device lending library.

• Hendricks County, in partnership with
Sycamore Services, is awarded $112,763 to create
a device lending library to facility access to a vir-
tual suite of services. Services can include exer-
cise and recreational therapy, career counseling,
employment preparation, health, and wellness.

• Huntington County, in partnership with
Pathfinder Services, is awarded $156,464 to create
a multi-prong hybrid employment and training
program. The program will include mentorship
opportunities, work experiences, job site tours, a
device lending library and the purchase of barcode
scanner technology for participant training pur-
poses.

• Knox County, in partnership with Knox
County ARC, is awarded $146,300 to create a new
outreach and basic employment services program,
connecting previously unreached individuals with
disabilities to employment and training opportuni-
ties. The county will purchase smart boards, pro-
jectors, VR devices and tablets to facilitate project
activities.

• Noble County, in partnership with ARC
Noble County, is awarded $68,381 to create a new
video series titled “Discover Your Path in Our
Community,” which allows for virtual exploration
of jobs located in Noble County, tailored to indi-
viduals with disabilities as the target audience.

• St. Joseph County, in partnership with
LOGAN Community Resources, is awarded
$200,000 to develop a community employment
initiative with the local South Bend airport. Funds
will be used for staff support. The county will cre-
ate a device lending library and purchase smart-
boards to facilitate virtual reconnection with the
community and natural support networks.

Eligible applicants included local units of gov-
ernment, such as counties, cities, or incorporated
towns, both entitlement and non-entitlement com-
munities. Each applicant partnered with a qualify-
ing non-profit community disability organization
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www.riggle-waltermann.com

Fruits & Vegatables
28 Deli Meats

45 Cheeses
Weekly Deli Specials

Daily Sandwich Specials
DS Stoves In Stock Now

Store Hours: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5:00 pm / Sat 8 am-4:00 pm / Closed Sun

Deli Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-4:30 pm / Sat 8 am-3:30 pm / Closed Sun
8 mi. North of Greensburg or 10 mi. South of Rushville on SR3

Call: 765-629-2604

Troyer’s Country Store & Bakery

determined Merritt may be in danger and requested
additional assistance in the search. The Portage
Police Department initially began searching the
lakefront near Portage Lakefront Park utilizing an
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV).

The Portage Fire Department’s Marine 1, United
States Coast Guard (USCG), Lake County Sheriff’s
Department Aviation and Marine Units, Ogden
Dunes Police, and Indiana Dunes National Park
Rangers responded and expanded the search by uti-
lizing off-road vehicles, emergency watercraft,
UAVs, and helicopters. 

At approximately 1:45 a.m. Saturday morning, a
USCG Helicopter spotted Merritt adrift on his PWC
approximately 5 miles offshore from Portage
Lakefront Park. A USCG vessel made contact and
brought Merritt to safety.

Merritt reported having mechanical issues with
his PWC at 8 p.m. and was unable to return to shore.
He did not have a cell phone or any other means of
communication to call for help.

Indiana Conservation Officers strongly encourage
recreational watercraft users to carry a variety of safe-
ty equipment, including communication devices,
with them while boating. It is also important to
always tell someone where you are going and when
you plan to return when going on the water. For more
on boating safety, please visit our website at the fol-
lowing link: https://www.in.gov/dnr/law-enforce-
ment/education/boating-education-and-safety/

In addition to the agencies that assisted on scene,
the Porter County Central Communications 911
Center, Lake County Communications 911 Center,
and Indiana Conservation Officers Central Dispatch
Center played vital roles in the rescue effort.

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat

6 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

• The City of Auburn, in partnership with
EasterSeals RISE, is awarded $174,870 to create
virtual employment and training programs, utiliz-
ing a device lending library of 100 tablets and 100
MiFi devices. The city will also establish a virtual
Employment Readiness Academy to provide
employment skills development to participants
and virtual Job Clubs to connect participants to
potential employers.

• The City of Lebanon, in partnership with
ARC Greater Boone County, is awarded $25,648
to create virtual learning and networking content,
including videos, discussion groups and classes.
This includes the creation of a device lending
library and a device access training program.

• The City of Noblesville, in partnership with
Janus Developmental Services, is awarded
$193,067 to create a multi-prong outreach, train-
ing and community access strategy. The city will
offer sensory-friendly community activities. Janus
will develop a virtual version of workforce train-

Roaming The Outdoors
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DOANE RETIRES AFTER 28 YEARS OF
SERVICE (MARTIN COUNTY)

Corp. Eric Doane is retiring from DNR Law
Enforcement after serving 28 years.

Doane was recognized for exemplary service
on multiple occasions, including receiving the
2007 James Pitzer Indiana Conservation Officer
of the Year Award. He also received the 2017
William J. Nattkemper Brotherhood Award in
2017, and the 2018 Director’s Leadership Award
in 2018, and was selected as a District Officer of
the Year four times.

During his career, Doane served on many spe-
cialty teams for DNR Law Enforcement, includ-
ing Scuba, Peer Support, Cave Rescue, Wildland
Firefighter, Field Training Officer, Search and
Rescue, Firearms and Patrol Rifle Instructor,
Defensive Tactics Instructor, and Use of Force

Instructor. In addition, he attended more than 50
specialty schools and was a graduate of the Police
Executive Leadership Academy. In 2015 he was
promoted to corporal and became a field supervi-
sor to the officers in District 7.

His first county assignment as an Indiana con-
servation officer was in Union County in District
9. After five and a half years there, he transferred
to Martin County in District 7, where he has
served since 1998.

On July 30, Doane accepted a faculty position
at Vincennes University, his alma mater, as the
department chairman of the Conservation Law
Enforcement Program.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  It is an honor for me to
say Indiana Conservation Officer Corporal Eric
Doane was a very good friend of mine and I’ve
missed seeing him in the years I’ve not had the
good fortune of seeing him patroling the
Brookville Lake area.

INDIANA CONSERVATION OFFICER 
CORPORAL ERIC DOANE 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Pioneer Restaurant
Brookville, Indiana
(Behind the Courthouse)

765-647-7935
• Full Breakfast Menu (Mon - Sat)

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Open Early, Open Late

(Mon - Sat 7am - ? Sun 12 - 12)
• Ice & Carry-out Available

• Where good food, friends & spirits come together
• Steak, Chicken & Seafood

““GGrreeaatt  WWeeeekkeenndd  BBooaatt  &&  BBiikkee  PPaarrkkiinngg””

DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER
As the Labor Day holiday weekend approaches,

the Indiana State Police Indianapolis Post is warning
Hoosiers against drinking and driving impaired.

Statewide, the Indiana State Police is taking part
in the national Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
enforcement mobilization to educate motorists
about the dangers and consequences of impaired
driving. Now until Sept. 6, troopers will be increas-
ing patrols showing zero tolerance for anyone
caught driving under the influence of drugs or alco-
hol.

The extra high-visibility enforcement is funded
by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) through the Indiana
Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI).

"The horrific aftermath of a drunk driving crash
has lasting effects on the victims, families, friends,
communities and first responders. These crashes are
all preventable and the Indiana State Police is com-
mitted to rigorous enforcement efforts year round.
During the Driver Sober or Get Pulled Over cam-
paign, Troopers from the Indianapolis District will
conduct special dedicated patrols throughout the
district, to include Marion, Hamilton, Boone,
Hendricks, Johnson, Hendricks, Hancock and
Shelby counties." -  Lieutenant Josh Watson,
Indiana State Police Indianapolis District
Commander. 

About 28 people die in drunk driving crashes
every day. That’s approximately one person every
52 minutes and more than 10,000 annually, accord-
ing to NHTSA.

In Indiana, drunk driving has been on the rise. Of
the 898 traffic fatalities that occurred last year in the
state, 151, or 17 percent, were alcohol related.
That’s up from 130 in 2019. During Labor Day
weekend alone, there were 12 fatal collisions with
one involving a driver over the legal limit.

“Impaired driving continues to take a terrible toll
on our state and nation,” said Devon McDonald,
ICJI Executive Director. “While these overtime
patrols are effective and will undoubtedly save lives,
we can’t enforce our way out of this issue. It’s up to
everyone to drive sober and make smart choices
behind the wheel.”

In Indiana, it is illegal to drive with a BAC of .08
or higher. In addition, drivers under 21 with a BAC
of .02 or higher are subject to fines and a license sus-
pension for up to one year.

However, impaired driving includes more than
just alcohol. Drugs and even some over-the-counter
medications can also cause impairment and can
slow coordination, judgment and reaction times on
the road.

Officers will be on the lookout for all forms of
impairment, in which the consequences can include
thousands of dollars in legal fees, increased insur-

ance rates, loss of license, a criminal record and pos-
sible jail time.

To avoid those, plan a safe and sober ride home
before going out. Even if only one drink is con-
sumed, designate a sober driver or plan to use a
rideshare service, public transportation or taxi.
Motorists that encounter a drunk driver on the road
are encouraged to call 911.

To learn more about Indiana State Police, please
visit our website at www.IN.gov/isp.

GOVERNOR HOLCOMB RECOGNIZES TOP
OFFICERS FOR IMPAIRED DRIVING

ENFORCEMENT
&

LABOR DAY DRIVE SOBER OR GET
PULLED OVER CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCED

INDIANAPOLIS — Governor Eric J. Holcomb
and Indiana Criminal Justice Institute Executive
Director Devon McDonald presented 65 Indiana
police officers with the Traffic Safety All-Star
Award for working to save lives and put a stop to
impaired driving. To qualify, the officer must have
made at least 20 OWI arrests and participated in one
of the state’s targeted enforcement campaigns dur-
ing the previous year.

“I couldn’t be more grateful for the work these
officers are doing to keep our roads and communi-
ties safe,” Gov. Holcomb said. “They’ve demon-
strated their commitment day-in and day-out to curb
impaired driving, and people are alive today
because of their efforts. I want to congratulate these
officers on their well-deserved, hard-earned
achievement.”

In addition to the 65 officers, three individuals
received the Leadership Award for aiding in the
fight against impaired driving: Indianapolis
Metropolitan Police Department Detective Tim
Abrams, Madison County Deputy Prosecutor Pete
Beyel and Speedway Police Department Sergeant
Mark Morgan, who recently passed away due to
cancer.

In total, the officers recognized made 3,163 OWI
arrests across Indiana in 2020.

The recipients were nominated by their depart-
ments as some of the top officers for OWI enforce-
ment. In addition to their normal patrols, they often
worked overtime picking up extra shifts during state
and national enforcement periods – one of which is
kicking off this week: the Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over mobilization.

Now until Labor Day, more than 200 police
agencies throughout the state will be increasing
patrols and cracking down on drunk driving, which
claims the lives of more than 10,000 people every
year in the U.S. That’s approximately one person
every 52 minutes or 28 per day, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

In Indiana, drunk driving has been on the rise. Of
the 898 traffic fatalities that occurred last year in the
state, 151, or 17 percent, were alcohol related.
That’s up from 130 in 2019. During Labor Day
weekend alone, there were 12 fatal collisions with
one involving a driver over the legal limit.

“Impaired driving continues to take a terrible toll
on our state and nation,” McDonald said. “While
these overtime patrols are effective and will
undoubtedly save lives, we can’t enforce our way
out of this issue. It’s up to everyone to drive sober
and make smart choices behind the wheel.”

In Indiana, it is illegal to drive with a BAC of .08
or higher. In addition, drivers under 21 with a BAC
of .02 or higher are subject to fines and a license sus-
pension for up to one year. Consequences of
impaired driving can include thousands of dollars in
legal fees, increased insurance rates, loss of license,
a criminal record and possible jail time.

To avoid those, plan a safe and sober ride home
before going out. Even if only one drink is con-
sumed, designate a sober driver or plan to use a
rideshare service, public transportation or taxi.
Motorists that encounter a drunk driver on the road
are encouraged to call 911.

Note to the media: The following list includes
the 2021 Traffic Safety All-Star award recipients,
who were recognized during a ceremony at Victory
Field in Indianapolis. 
Bartholomew  Grant Carlson 
Cass Jacqueline Beebout 
Clark Bradley Jones 
Clark Derek Whitmer 
Clark Justin Mears 
Dearborn Austin Boggs 
Decatur Brandon Meyer 
Delaware Kristopher Duncan 
Delaware Kyle Temple 
Elkhart James Bradberry Jr. 
Elkhart Jamie Sterling 
Elkhart Austin Everage 
Gibson Uriah Smith 
Grant Josh Treon 
Hancock Richard Vanosdol 
Hancock Shawn Brady 
Hendricks Nick Pugliese 
Hendricks Anthony Southern 
Hendricks Travis Wilson  
Hendricks Jacob Hayn 
Hendricks Tony Goodpaster 
Hendricks Travis Kahl 
Hendricks Michael Taylor 
Henry James E. Nicholson 
Huntington Cody Jones 
Johnson Robert Crocker 
Johnson Dillon Dallas 
Lake Dennis Griffin 
Lake Israel Rosillo 



Sgt. Baxter graduated from the 45th Indiana State
Police Recruit Academy on December 19, 1987.
After completing the academy, he was assigned to
the Versailles District where he was a road trooper
from 1987-1997.  In 1997, he was assigned to the
Gaming Division where he conducted gaming
enforcement on a casino located in the district.  Sgt.
Baxter returned to the Versailles District in 2000 and
was selected to become a detective in the district in
2003.  In 2011, Sgt. Baxter was promoted to ser-
geant where he supervised a squad of detectives at
the Versailles Post.  Sgt. Baxter served in that posi-
tion until his retirement. 

During his career, Sgt. Baxter served ten years as
an Indiana State Police Diver.  He was also trained
as a Forensic Sketch Artist and served eleven years
on the Southeast Indiana Crimes Against Children
Board.  In 1997, Sgt. Baxter was awarded the
Superintendent’s Award for Outstanding Criminal
Investigation.

Sgt. Baxter’s supervisor stated, “Sergeant Baxter
has had a long and distinguished career serving the
citizens of Indiana.  His dedication to the Indiana
State Police and the community he served should
not go unnoticed.  We thank him for his service and
wish him an enjoyable retirement.” 

ISP SELLERSBURG INVESTIGATING
HELICOPTER CRASH NEAR CORYDON
Corydon:  August 4, 2021.  The Indiana State

Police in Sellersburg is assisting in the investigation
of a helicopter crash that occurred Wednesday after-
noon in rural Harrison County.

Around four o'clock Wednesday afternoon, The
Indiana State Police in Sellersburg was notified of a
helicopter crash off Big Indian Road NE, a short dis-
tance northeast of Corydon. When officers arrived,
they found the wreckage of a Bell 206 helicopter in a
cornfield a short distance off the roadway and near a
rural residence. The pilot, 29-year-old Zane Lightner
of Billings Montana, was already transported to the
Harrison County Hospital by private vehicle. Lightner
was later transported to University Hospital in
Louisville with non-life-threatening injuries.  

The preliminary investigation reveals that the
helicopter is owned and operated by Southmark
Aviation in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. The copter was
being used as a crop duster and accidentally struck a
power line running across the cornfield where the
copter was dusting.  

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has
been contacted and will be conducting a joint inves-
tigation with the National Transportation Safety
Administration Board (NTSB).  

This crash is still under investigation. ISP conduct-
ed the preliminary investigation and is maintaining
scene security until the arrival of federal investigators.   

graphical area. 
According to Crouch, the state has now award-

ed 23 grants to Hoosier communities through this
program, totaling more than $3.2 million. To learn
more about the 11 grants awarded earlier this year, 

This grant opportunity is made available
through supplemental Community Development
Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) funds
authorized under the CARES Act. For more infor-
mation, visit in.gov/fssa/ddrs/community-con-
nections-for-people-with-disabilities.

Tumey, who is originally from Franklin, Indiana,
is a 2000 graduate of Franklin Community High
School. On July 8, 2007, he graduated from the 67th
Indiana State Police Recruit Academy and was
appointed as a Trooper and assigned to the Indiana
State Police Post in Pendleton where he served for
three years before being transferred to the
Indianapolis Post.  During that time, Tumey served
as a Counselor for the 74th,75th and 76th Indiana
State Police Recruit Academies.

During his career, Tumey has served the Indiana
State Police in the following disciplines:  Field
Training Officer, Control Tactics Instructor,
Firearms Instructor and Taser Instructor.

Tumey, his wife and three children are residents
of Hancock County.

ISP DETECTIVE RETIRES AFTER
34 YEARS OF SERVICE

Today, August 13, 2021, Sergeant Thomas
Baxter, a 34 year veteran of the Indiana State Police-
Versailles Post, will work his final shift and go off
duty for the final time.
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“INDOOR SHOOTING & ARCHERY”
Sales & Training

Indoor Shooting and Archery
Best Prices — New & Used

NRA Law Enforcement Instructors
Register for Classes Online
(317) 462-6290

123 N. State St., Greenfield • www.highsmithguns.com

HIGHSMITH GUNS

BUY    SELL    TRADE
Pistols / Handguns / Rifles / Shotguns
2213 S. Scatterfield Ste. #6, Anderson, IN 46016

Phone: 765-646-9000 / Fax: 765-646-9010
Hrs. Wednesday-Friday 10am-6pm / Saturday 10am-5pm

Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday
FACE BOOK: 9-GUNS

WEBSITE: www.9-guns.com
E-MAIL: contact@9-guns.com

Lake Aaron Crawford  
LaPorte Austin Wells 
LaPorte Daniel Revoir 
Madison Tyler Irwin 
Marion Abdessamed Boudaia 
Marion Adam Jones 
Marion Albert Teaters 
Marion Clayton Portell 
Marion Craig Wildauer 
Marion Curtis Johnson 
Marion Donald Weilhamer 
Marion Duran Brown 
Marion Erica Eder 
Marion Henry Turner 
Marion Jaime Thorn 
Marion Jalen Christian-Moss
Marion Jerry Leary 
Marion John Keough 
Marion Justin Baker
Marion Kenneth Owen 
Marion Mark McCardia 
Marion Michael DeHart 
Marion Randall Burns 
Marion Ryan Bowersox 
Marion William Miller 
Marion Zachary Foster 
Marion Karl Brown 
Marshall Benjamin Beers 
Marshall Mick Dockery 
Marshall Jerrid Arnold 
Monroe Leland Hutchens 
Noble Carey Coney 
Porter Austin A. Haynes 
Vermillion Brandon Mahady 
Vigo Andrew Thomas 
Wayne Julia Ridgeway 

FIVE ISP TROOPERS RECOGNIZED AS
TRAFFIC SAFETY ALL-STARS

This afternoon, Indiana Governor Eric J.
Holcomb and Indiana Criminal Justice Institute
Executive Director Devon McDonald recognized 65
police officers from around Indiana as Traffic Safety
All-Stars for their efforts in working to save lives
and put a stop to impaired driving.

Among those recognized were five Indiana State
Police Troopers who combined, totaled 558
impaired driving arrests in 2020.

The five troopers were photographed with Devon
McDonald, Governor Holcomb and ISP
Superintendent Doug Carter.

The five ISP Troopers are as follows:  
Trooper Benjamin Beers
Master Trooper Mick Dockery 
Trooper Dennis Griffin
Trooper Justin Mears
Trooper Israel Rosillo 

Editor Note: Five photos were included on E-mail
page but I couldn’t reproduce them with this release.
When I tried to prepare them for reproduction the
images were too small and indistinct for publication.

ISP SENIOR TROOPER AND HANCOCK
COUNTY RESIDENT 

PROMOTED TO SERGEANT
(Indianapolis, IN)-The Superintendent of the

Indiana State Police, Douglas G. Carter, has
announced the promotion of Senior Trooper Seth A.
Tumey to the rank of Sergeant.  Sergeant Tumey
will serve within the Public Information Office as
the Special Programs Coordinator and will oversee
the Indiana State Police Youth Camp Program.

INDIANA STATE POLICE SENIOR TROOPER 
SERGEANT SETH A. TUMEY

INDIANA STATE POLICE DETECTIVE 
SERGEANT THOMAS BAXTER

Roaming The Outdoors
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Link up to us at www.INDIANAOUTFITTERS.com


