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July 1 - February 28 
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A - T & I SERVICE

For all your Agriculture, Lawn & Garden
Automotive, Aluminum & Steel Trailer and 

Service or Parts needs
1414 Wise Road, Cambridge City, IN 47327

PH: 765-478-5917 Website: www.atiservice.com E-mail:  sales@atiservice.com

• Country Clipper
• Honda
• Team Stihl

• Featherlite Trailers
• Diamond C Trailers
• Custom Made 

Hydraulic Lines



SPECIAL FEATURES
44th Annual Spring Show Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, Fossil Show & Sale, Wayne County Fairgrounds March 3-5, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 8
19th Annual Indianapolis Spring Treasures of the Earth Gem & Jewelry Show, March 31 - April 2, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 9
The Polar Plunge is coming to Liberty: Be Ready to take the Plunge Part 2 Photos and Article by Lonnie Snow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 11
Football Legend Weeb Ewbank And his wife Lucy by Ray Dickerson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 12,13,14,15,16,17
The Potawatomi “Trail of Death is a Regional Historic Trail Part 2 by Shirley Willard (Guest Writer) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 23,24,25

REGULAR FEATURED WRITERS
ROAMING THE OUTDOORS Editorial Comment & Opinion

by Ray Dickerson (BOAH Scaling back plans, Indianapolis Sport Show, EIGGS Gem Show, Van Wimmer Gem Show). . . . . . .Page 4 
BROOKVILLE LAKE So You Wanna’ Catch More Fish

by Tag Nobbe (Fishing in February) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 5
INDIANA STATE POLICE News from the Indiana State Police

by Sgt. John D. Bowling (Capitol Police, Driving Tips for snow and ice conditions, Cold Weather Travel) . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 6 
LAKE MICHIGAN Fishing Lake Michigan

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld (I See You Fish-Face) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 7
OUTDOORS Indiana Outdoors

by Joe Martino (Buck one of author’s most memorable, Author thankful for last-minute opportunity) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 10
OUTDOORS & TRAVEL Outdoors with Rich Creason

by Rich Creason (Return to the Timbers Resort) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 18
OUTDOOR HUMOR: Misfires & Snags

by Dan Graves (Winter Months And T.V.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 19
GUN REPAIR Notes from Prairie Wolf Gun Repair

by Marshall Smith (Gunsmithing The bolt in your shotgun or rifle is frozen, Gun Rights & Quote of the Month). . . . ,Page 20
TRAPPING Indiana State Trappers Association

by Dr. Fred Philips, DVM (Only Beaver Season still open) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 21

GAD-A-BOUT DEPARTMENTS
Advertiser Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 2
Gad’s Corner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 26

PAGE  3FEBRUARY 2017 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

Created in 1990 & Published Monthly 
by Kentucky Colonel Ray Dickerson

or the name given to him by Golden Eagle in 1995
LOKA’DWE ICHUTAKU YUSHEDON’

Translated “Man who gets things done!”
at 105 East South Street, Centerville, IN 47330

TO CONTACT THE GAD-A-BOUT
Cell:  765-960-5767         Office:  765-855-3857

Website: www.thegadabout.com
**E-Mail: raythegadabout@gmail.com

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/thegadabout
COPYRIGHT BY GADCOE 2017

DISCLAIMER:  The ideas and opinions expressed by
the writers appearing in The Gad-a-bout are not
necessarily the same as the publishers.

FEBRUARY 2017 • Volume XXVI • N0. 323

THE

GAD-A-BOUT

TERRITORY

1990 - 2008

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOS

IN THIS ISSUE

Top Left:   Marcia Frame took this 8 point buck on
Sunday, November 13, 2016 in Wayne County with a
.243 rifle.    (Frame’s Outdoor, Tyler Frame
Photos, Liberty, IN)
Top Right:  I’ve been wanting to write about my
cousins Weeb and Lucy Ewbank for several months,
mainly because I needed to correct a serious mistake I
made in the last article I did on them following the
death of Weeb Ewbank on November 17, 1998.  That
article appeared in my January 1999 issue.  Plus I
wanted to write the article because I think Weeb and
his wife Lucy were such a wonderful couple who
made a difference not only to football but to everyone

ADVERTISING SALES
CALL: RAY DICKERSON

CELL: 765-960-5767 OFFICE:  765-855-3857
CALL:  RICH CREASON

CENTRAL INDIANA CELL: 765-215-3478
CALL:  ERNEST McCLEERY

SOUTHERN INDIANA CELL: 812-866-4510
CALL:  DUSTIN BANTZ

NORTH EAST INDIANA CELL: 260-729-2265

they came in contact with.  That one mistake was how
he got the nickname “Weeb.” (Composite Photo by
Ray Dickerson)
Bottom Left:  George Godfrey dedicates Potawatomi
Trail of Death Regional Historic Trail sign at Marshal
-Fulton county line, Indiana, 2005. (Photo from
www.potawatomi-tda.org)
Bottom Right:  Renfro’s Indianapolis Boat, Sport
and Travel Show, February 17-26, 2017.  To find out
more details go online and log onto their website
http://indianapolisboatsportandtravelshow.com/s
how-info. See Pages 22-23 (Photo by Ray
Dickerson)

Rate Sheet & Contract Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 2

“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”
E-mail:  boats@parksidemarineandmore.com Website:  parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

HARRIS
FLOTEBOTE

7191 FOX RUN RD BROOKVILLE, IN 47012 765-647-4619

CRESTLINER PT 20

2100 RAPTOR WT

230 GRAND MARINER SL

220 SOLSTICE SL

COME SEE US AT THE 2017
INDIANAPOLIS BOAT, SPORT &

TRAVEL SHOW FEB 17-26, 2017 AT
THE INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS 

220011 77
BBOOAATT    SSHHOOWW    SSPPEEEECCIIAALLSS

“IN HOUSE BOAT SHOW”
SATURDAY • MARCH 4, 2017 • AT PARKSIDE MARINE

SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA’S
LARGEST GUN TRADER!

MIKE MENTZ

812-663-2030

• CASE KNIVES          

• LARGE SELECTION OF CONCEAL 

CARRY GUNS

• TRAP GUNS - 17 HMR RIFLES

• RELOADING COMPONENTS

• HUNTING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES

• NITE LITES 

“SPECIAL ORDERS & LAYAWAYS”

1207 NORTH LINCOLN STREET, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 47240

INDIANA’S LARGEST HENRY RIFLES DEALER

www.gunsandtacklegreensburg.com



BOVINE TB PROGRAM ENTERS NEXT
PHASE:  GREAT PROGRESS MEANS

SCALED-BACK PLANS
INDIANAPOLIS (6 January 2017)—The ongo-

ing bovine tuberculosis (bTB) surveillance in
Franklin County is about to enter a new phase, as cat-
tle herd testing winds down and wild white-tailed
deer sampling scales back to a special permit pro-
gram. Thanks to great support from area cattle farm-
ers, deer hunters and landowners, state officials are
optimistic about closing out this surveillance effort
by the end of March.

Indiana State Board of Animal Health (BOAH)
and Indiana Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) plans to host two public meetings in
Brookville to outline next steps in moving forward,
as well as answer questions. Meeting information
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Roaming The Outdoors
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will be forthcoming.
After jointly assessing the current status of the ini-

tiative, BOAH and DNR are pleased to announce
plans going forward into 2017:

CATTLE SURVEILLANCE
The number of  TB-infected herds remains at two.

Testing is nearly complete in the 10-mile radius cir-
cle in Franklin County and the Whitewater River
corridor to the Ohio state line. BOAH has identified
375 herds (with more than 5600 head of cattle) in the
surveillance zone. As the USDA-required 6-month
window to complete testing comes to a close this
month, fewer than 20 remain to be tested to meet
USDA’s deadline—an accomplishment that seemed
overwhelming in August.

BOAH is still working to trace and test cattle that
have moved out the second infected herd. All neigh-
boring farms within 3 miles have already tested neg-
ative as part of circle surveillance. Wildlife, includ-
ing deer and raccoons, on the site must still be col-
lected for testing.

BOAH will submit a bTB management plan to US
Department of Agriculture in February. That plan,
which is still under development, will address future
surveillance for farms and wildlife near the three
infected sites. This will likely include retesting of
herds in the core surveillance area where positives
have been found. Livestock owners in the core area
will hear more from BOAH as plans are finalized.

WHITE-TAILED DEER SURVEILLANCE
Hunter-harvested white-tailed deer surveillance

has been an overwhelming success. Outstanding
cooperation from deer hunters resulted in the testing
of nearly 2,000 whitetails, including a greater-than-
expected number of animals older than 2 years of
age. All tested negative for bovine tuberculosis.

The excellent turnout of high-quality samples
means DNR can cancel previous plans to use sharp-
shooters to cull deer throughout southern Fayette and
Franklin counties. A scaled-back plan will help obtain
the remaining, needed deer from specific areas.

The revised collection plan allows landowners to
remove a limited number of deer under DNR-issued
special disease control permits through March 31.
Permits will be issued only to landowners within the
core surveillance area established in the 3-mile circles
around the bTB-affected sites. Permits will allow a

limited, specified number of deer to be taken to prevent
over-culling of the whitetail population in the area.

When mapped, the sampled hunter-harvested deer
were generally taken throughout the entire three-
county area. However, some gaps were evident in the
core surveillance area, where additional animals are
needed to verify that the disease is not prevalent in
the highest-risk population. The disease control per-
mits are designed to help fill in these gaps. To avoid
over-culling, permits will allow taking of no more
than 15-head of whitetails per square mile.

Special disease control permits will be available
soon from the DNR.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

BARTON’S BAY BOAT STORAGE & SERVICE

10055 SR 101, Brookville, IN 47012  Phone/Fax 765-647-5647
E-mail: bartonsbay@bartonsbay.com / Website: www.bartonsbay.com

OUTSIDE STORAGE AVAILABLE NOW
STARTING AT $20.00 PER MONTH

ACROSS THE ROAD FROM BROOKVILLE LAKE

Manager: Jesse Barton   Owners: Bob and Pam Barton
1.5 ADDITIONAL ACRES AVAILABLE NOW

OPEN 7 DAYS/YEAR ROUND
ICE, ICE, BABY!

Just in!  New shipment of ICE FISHING SUPPLIES!
Follow our face book for videos of Summit Lake conditions when the ice comes on

@gittinjiggywithitbaitandtackle
Feel free to call and check ice report any time!  Not an ice fisherman? 

We’re still stocked all year with the supplies you need to catch that big one!
4277 E SR 36 (corner of 36 & Messick Rd) Mooreland, IN 47360

“INDOOR SHOOTING & ARCHERY”
Sales & Training

Indoor Shooting and Archery
Best Prices — New & Used

NRA Law Enforcement Instructors
Register for Classes Online
(317) 462-6290

123 N. State St., Greenfield • www.highsmithguns.com

HIGHSMITH GUNS

Complete Auto
Repair
Service

We Sell New & Used Tires
Call for a price quote today

765-488-1470
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS

715 Sim Hodgen Pkwy
Richmond, IN 47374

Website: www.knucklebustersauto.com

www.heritagegoodhew.com

LAUREL HOTEL
RESTAURANT
200 E. PEARL ST. LOCATED 1 BLOCK OFF SR 121

IN THE QUAINT HISTORICAL TOWN OF LAUREL, IN
• PAN FRIED CHICKEN

• CHAR-BROILED STEAKS
• SEAFOOD & Much More

• Seafood or Country Buffet, Fri. - Sat. 4 - 9 P.M.
• Full Menu, Sunday 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.

MENUS AVAILABLE, ALSO CHILDRENS MENU
FAMILY DINING — LARGE BANQUET ROOM

RESERVATIONS WELCOME 765-698-2912
Closed MON-WED / THU 11am-8pm / FRI & SAT 11am-10pm / SUN 11am-8pm

LESS THAN 10 MINUTES FROM METAMORA

Knightstown Locker, Inc.
MEAT PROCESSING

OOppeenn::    MMoonn,,  WWeedd,,  FFrrii  88-66  
TTuueess  &&  TThhuurr  88-55

SSaatt  88-1122

“Pick up your summer sausage & 
snack sticks at our store.”

8037 South 575 West
Knightstown, IN 46148

(765) 345-2410  (800) 718-6010
www.ktownmeatsandcatering.com

ktownlocker@embarqmail.com

Daniel D. Titus, Owner & Operator
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Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe

Phone:  765-647-4329
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Near Brookville Lake just south of Brookville on U.S. Hwy 52 (765) 647-3600

Fishing in February
February fishing is not for everybody, but if you love

to fish your gonna' go no matter what.
You could fish Brookville lake out of your boat all

winter if not for 2 little things, ice and snow.  I have tried
to fish out of my boat in both and trust me it was not my
finest hour. If you drive to the lake just to find out that
the lake is frozen don't sweat it. Drive down to the tail
water grab a couple rods out of the boat and fish the still-
ing basin. It could be as cold as the dickens out, but the
water coming off the bottom of the lake is about 45
degrees. In the fall when there drawing the lake down to
winter pool you just can't fish here because there is just
to much water, but in the winter the stilling basin is usu-
ally pretty calm. What you want to fish with are spoons
and blade baits. The reason for this is that you want
something that resembles a dying bait fish. This is real-
ly all they have to eat in the winter months. What you do
is a simple under hand pitch, and let the bait fall to the
bottom and frog hop it back to you while trying your
best to stay close to the bottom.

Now if you get to the lake with your boat in tow and
the lake is not frozen, and the road leading to it is not
covered in snow, by all means have at it. A few things
you need to know. If you put in at the dam and there is
no ice on the lake, be aware of ice on the surface as you
go up the lake or back in some of the coves. At times the
shallower parts of the lake will be frozen, while the main
body of the deeper water is not. Another thing is shallow
water. There are a lot of flats on the lake that are 8 to 10
feet deep in the summer time. But with the lake drawn

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

So You Wanna Catch
More Fish

down 8 feet in the winter those same flats are now 6
inches to a foot deep. A few good things to have in your
truck is a shovel, a couple bags of sand/salt and a rope
or chain. In your boat you should have an extra set of
coveralls and some type of propane heater for those
unexpected mishaps. Always have a cell phone, tell
somebody where your going, and when your going to be
back. In the summer time there is always somebody
around, but in the winter when you need help there is
nobody around.

On your boat in the winter time what you're going to
want is a good Lowrance fish finder/depth finder/GPS to
help you locate what your looking for. In this day and
age it really doesn't matter how big your Lowrance unit
is, they will all work about the same. The difference is a
lot of the mapping will come preloaded on the bigger
more expensive one, and the smaller less expensive ones
you will have to buy the maps and put them on yourself.
At any rate once you get the boat on the lake immediate-
ly start looking at your depth finder. What your doing
now is hunting not fishing. As you move around the lake
pay attention to main lake points that you can see with
your eyes. Look for drop ledges you can see with the
depth finder all the while looking for signs of fish close
to the bottom.  What you're trying to determine is how
deep the fish are holding. In the winter this could be any-
where from the surface down to 50 feet.

Once you've located fish with your Lowrance unit
throw the electric trolling motor in the water and grab a
rod. What you want to do is get a bait at the depth they
are and keep it there all the while looking like you're
injured. Some of the best baits to do this with are spoons,
blade baits, and jigging rapalas. If you see fish on the
bottom and they just are not interested start changing
colors and types of baits. If this don't work move on to a
new spot, but save that spot in your GPS and try it again
later.

We sell all this stuff even the Lowrance units at 52
Pik-up right here in Brookville (see ad below for info).
If your price shopping let us know and we will hook you
up, and if I can't beat your best price that's okay we will
sell you a bottle of pop.

Hope this helps, Tag.
If you need more info E-mail me at

tag@tagnobbe.com or go to my web site
www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com or call my
cell phone 765-265-3238.

I guide fish for walleye and crappie starting mid-
April till the mid-December 7 days a week on
Brookville Lake. We fish out of a 2015 Lund Pro V 2075
with a 250 Honda outboard engine. I supply everything
all the way down to cleaning the fish. I can take 1 – 4

BROOKVILLE LAKE
GUIDE SERVICE

Tag Nobbe - Owner & Guide
6 Hour Trip Rate

(Rates subject to change without notice)

• 1 Person $275.00   • 2 People $325.00
• 3 People $375.00   • 4 People $450.00 

A non refundable $50.00 deposit is required for booking.
Cancellations within 48 hours of your date will be credited
towards a future guide trip.

Fishing Seasons
April - December  Walleye Charter Seasons

April - October  Crappie Charter Season
Mix any of the above in the same day

Contact me for your fishing trip by 
Calling my Cell:  765-265-3238
E-mail:  tag@tagnobbe.com or

Website: www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com
Fully licensed & insured for 17 years now.

people. The price is according to how many people go
$450.00 for 4 people $375.00 for 3 people $325.00 for 2
people and $275.00 for 1 person. We start at 7:00 am and
fish till 1:00 To schedule trips call me on my cell phone
765-265-3238.

Fully licensed and insured for 19 years now.

Left Photo:  Blade bait,Jigging Rap and spoon.  Center Photo:  Fish holding on a drop off ledge.  Right Photo:  Small
mouth bass caught on a blade bait.  (Author Photos)
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Capitol Police
Capitol Police are a division of the Indiana

State Police and are tasked with providing the pro-
tection for elected officials, visiting VIPs, and
20,000 state employees and visitors daily along
with the enforcement of state laws. The Capitol
Police have frequent hiring processes, and in fact,
just recently had a process, taking applications
online through January 8th.
https://myweb.in.gov/ISP/Recruitment/appli-
cation/index.php/users/login

The highest priority of a Capitol Police Officer
is the physical security of the buildings,

properties, and personnel in and around the
Government Center Complex. Therefore a consid-
erable amount of a CPS Officer’s time will be
spent ensuring the physical security of buildings.
Officers may routinely be assigned to an entry
control point which will typically last two hours
each rotation. Officers are also required to walk
through the buildings where they physically check
for open doors or security vulnerabilities. 

Duties may also involve stationary observation
of a facility from a car or the monitoring of video
cameras. Campus security is unique from the per-
spective that there is a huge influx of visitors and
dignitaries. Officers are frequently asked ques-
tions and are the most visible and highly recog-
nized aspect of State government. 

Due to the sprawling nature of the campus
which includes White River State Park and over
two miles of canal frontage, officers may utilize a
variety of methods of transport. Foot patrols are
perhaps the most common form of covering the
campus, but officers may also find themselves in a
car, on a bicycle, or on a gator/golf cart type vehi-
cle.

If you’re looking for employment and would
like a start in law enforcement, check our web site
at http://www.in.gov/isp/2367.htm# for more
information on the Capitol Police.

by Sergeant John D. Bowling
Public Information/Recruiting Officer

News from the
Indiana State Police

Driving Tips for Snow and 
Ice Conditions

Driving Tips for Snow and Ice Conditions
It’s the time of year again to remind folks about

driving on slick roadways.  I get asked by TV and
radio stations all the time, “What advice can you
give people for driving on slick roadways?” There
is one simple thing you can do to protect your-
selves and your families, more than anything else,
on slick roadways: SLOWDOWN!

Leave early and give yourself extra time to reach
your destination, and most of all slow down and
drive to your abilities on the slick roadways. You
can get a ticket for speeding even when going
under the posted speed, if you crash because you
were driving too fast for the existing conditions.

First Sergeant Tim Kaiser, the Assistant
Commander at the Pendleton District, notes that
“The most common cause of crashes during snow
or icy weather is speed too fast for the existing road
conditions. Remember, slick roads don’t cause
crashes-it’s your driving behavior on those roads
that causes the crash. Please slow down and be
patient. Plan your trip according to weather and
traffic conditions.”

The Indiana State Police offers the following
driving tips for inclement weather;
•Allow extra time to get to your destination. 
•Clear all windows of ice and snow and remove
snow from hood, roof and head lights and tail
lights. •Beware of bridges, overpasses and intersec-
tions where ice tends to form first. 
•Don’t use cruise control on slick roads. 
•Avoid abrupt stops and starts, slow down gradual-
ly and keep wheels turning to avoid losing traction.
•Use headlights even during daylight hours.
•INCREASE the following distance between you
and the vehicle in front of you.
•DECREASE YOUR SPEED according to the road
conditions. 
•Make sure everyone in your vehicle is properly
restrained. 
•DON’T BE DISTRACTED-Pull over and stop to
use electronic devices. 
•MOVE OVER and SLOW DOWN for emergency
vehicles, snow plows and highway service vehicles. 

For up to date Road and Weather Conditions,
please call 1-800-261-7623, or visit INDOT’s web
site TrafficWise at
https://indot.carsprogram.org/  PLEASE DO
NOT CALL your local City, County or State Police
for road conditions .Leave our phone lines open for
emergency calls.

Cold Weather Travel
With the frigid cold temperatures and high

winds we can have in the late winter months, a
disabled or stranded vehicle could make for a life
or death situation for the driver and passengers. 

Following the few tips listed below could save
your life: 
• Before leaving check the weather forecast and let
someone know your route of travel. 
• Always keep your gas tank full when driving in
cold weather. 
• Carry a winter survival kit in your car which is
to include: blankets, extra warm clothes, flash-
light, extra batteries, brightly colored cloth, sand
or a bag of cat litter, shovel, candles and matches,
nonperishable high calorie foods, (nuts, raisins,
and protein or energy bars), newspapers (for insu-
lation), a first aid kit and jumper cables. 
• Do not leave your car if stranded, it is your best
protection. Do not panic, an idling car only uses
an average of one gallon of gas per hour. 
• Roll down a window a very small amount for
fresh air. 
• Make sure the car’s exhaust pipe is not blocked
to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
• At night, leave your dome light on. 
• Always have your cell phone and a charger so
you can call and let us know where you're located. 

These simple tips along with items placed in
your car could save your or a family member’s
life. Motorists are also reminded that with the
frigid temperatures, gusting winds and blowing
snow also comes the possibility of intersections,
bridge decks and overpasses icing over. Please
keep this in mind and drive with caution in the
extreme cold. For up to date Indiana road condi-
tions call 1-800-261-7623 or visit the INDOT
TrafficWise web site at https://indot.carspro-
gram.org/

MOVE OVER AND SLOW DOWN WHEN YOU
SEE RED AND BLUE LIGHTS AHEAD....

GIVE US ROOM TO WORK-IT’S THE LAW!

BURRIS
ELECTRIC &

PLUMBING
SUPPLY, INC.

COMPLETE LINE OF 
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING

CUTLER-HAMMER • G.E. SW GEAR
HYDROMATIC • BROAN

TOLL FREE 1-800-998-3576

812-794-2257

812-273-2976

812-522-7401
SEYMOUR

MADISON

110 N. O’BRIEN ST.

1-877-322-7401
2976 SHUN PIKE RD.

1-888-845-2388
199 N. FRONTAGE RD.

SINCE 1980

AUSTIN

Mendenhall

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374

765-962-4842

SPACE HEATERS ON SALE
KEROSENE WICKS
DEER WHISTLES IN STOCK

DEER
WHISTLES

CASE
KNIVES



fisheries managers will secretly or openly agree
with me and efforts to correct the abuses of com-
mercially harvesting wild fish are on going.  

An effort to use artificial intelligence to fight
illegal fishing is coming from Virginia-based The
Nature Conservancy (TNC). TNC recently
launched a contest on Kaggle - a crowdsourcing
site based in San Francisco that uses competitions
to advance data science. 

TNC hopes the winning team will produce
computerized cameras loaded with software capa-
ble of identifying specific species of fish much the
same as facial recognition programs identify spies
in the movies and then documents the catch being
hauled aboard. 

Currently, some commercial vessels are already
required to have cameras videoing what’s being
caught. However not every video actually gets
watched since doing so is very time consuming.
Even in the videos being watched, it’s impossible
for the human viewer to positively ID many of the
fish being caught. 

It’s hoped the software will do a better job of
identifying what’s being caught and can then put
an electronic marker at each point in the video
when a protected fish is hauled out. Inspectors
will then be able to go directly to those moments
and check a fishing crew's subsequent actions to
determine whether they handled the catch legally.

TNC expects this approach could cut review
time by up to 40% and increase the actual moni-
toring on commercial boats. Despite rules that call
for government-approved auditors to be stationed
on commercial fishing boats in some areas; in
practice, catch auditors are found on only 2% of
the fishing boats in salt water. There’s no require-
ment for commercial boats on the Great Lakes,
tribal or otherwise, to have spotters aboard or even
stationed at the docks to see what’s off loaded. 

It’s estimated world wide, illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing represents up to 20% of
all seafood.  There’s no estimate about IUU fish-
ing on the Great Lakes, but it certainly exists. 

"If using facial recognition software to track
fish were easy, we'd already be using it," says
Matthew Merrifield, TNC's chief technology offi-
cer. “Whereas images from security cameras
installed inside banks or other buildings are con-
sistent and predictable, the data from cameras on
boats is inconsistent because the ships are always
moving and the light keeps changing."

The winning team of this contest will earn a
prize of $150,000. Then, as part of its campaign to
reduce by catch and illegal fishing, TNC will work
with the governmental agencies to install the
equipment and software for free on selected fish-
ing boats.

THE END
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dumped the photo into their computer and it
almost instantly scanned millions of possibilities
and came up with the identity of the perpetrator.

Wow! A grainy glimpse of a face was as good
as a finger print. 

Hopefully, this type of artificial intelligence
will soon be available to fight a different but per-
vasive type of crime - illegal fishing. Rather than
picking out faces, the software will track the
movement of fishing boats to root out illegal
behavior. As important, using a twist on facial
recognition, the computer will be able to recog-
nize when a boat's haul includes endangered or
protected fish.

It’s no secret I’m no fan of commercial fishing.
I would have little problem with it if all commer-
cial fishermen operated above the law. I’d accept
it if by-catch, where non-target species of fish are
caught, was rare or eliminated. I’d be okay with it
if species commonly sought by sports fishermen
were off limits or at least the allocation between
sportsmen and commercial netters was fair.  I’d
like it if commercial fishing methods injurious to
the natural environment were eliminated. I believe
many species of fish could provide a sustainable
harvest but in almost every case, commercial fish-
ermen operate well past what’s sustainable. 

Too bad few, if any, of my contentions are met,
inland, on the Great Lakes or in salt water. Most

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan

Commercial nets are non-selective about what they catch..
(Author Photo)

I See You, Fish-Face
I don’t know how accurate scenes were in the

latest spy thriller movie I watched, but I think the
part where they used facial recognition software to
identify a terrorist was pretty close to reality. 

A closed circuit camera caught a glimpse of the
bad guy’s face as he snuck into a supposedly
secure facility. The computer wizards at the CIA

CAPTAIN 
MIKE SCHOONVELD

AFFORDABLE 
LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON

FISHING IN INDIANA
FOR 1 TO 4 PEOPLE

Tackle Furnished, Fish Cleaned
www.brother-nature.com

Brother  Nature  Charters
1-8877-SSALMON-55

1156  WEST  DUNLAPSVILLE  ROAD.,  LIBERTY,  IN
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CALL US TODAY
765-935-3849

• Major engine work
• Cooling system service
• Towing

• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Transmissions

Courteous, Friendly Service
Questions?  Just Ask!  We’re Here To Help!

Pick up & delivery service available

2 Salisbury Rd., Richmond, IN

CCoommpplleettee  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee
““““WWWWoooorrrrkkkk     aaaatttt     aaaa    pppprrrr iiii cccceeee     tttthhhhaaaattttssss     ffffaaaa iiii rrrr     ffff rrrroooommmm    ppppeeeeooooppppllll eeee     wwwwhhhhoooo    ccccaaaarrrreeee””””

WEEKDAYS
9-6

SATURDAY
9-12

15% OFF ALL ATV ACCESSORIES IN STOCK
10% OFF SPECIAL ORDERS

We Service All Major Brands of ATV’s
From Oil Changes to Complete Rebuilds
Hwy 31 S. in Scottsburg, IN.  Just Off I-65

30 Mile. N. of Louisville — 85 Miles S. of INDY.

(812) 752-5466
800-521-5344

www.candtcycles.net

A view of the 2016 Eastern Indiana Gem & Geological show from corner to corner. Here is your chance to get some really nice gems and other items in the silent auction. 

44th Annual Spring Show
Gem, Mineral, Jewelry,

Fossil Show & Sale
Wayne Co. Fairgrounds

March 3-5, 2017
Article and Photos by Ray Dickerson

The Eastern Indiana Gem and Geological
Society’s (EIGGS) 44th Annual Spring Gem,
Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil Show will be held at
the Kuhlman Center located on the Wayne County
Fairgrounds on March 6-8, 2015.

The show opens at 10 a.m. Friday & Saturday and
closes at 6 p.m.  On Sunday it opens at 11 a.m. and
closes at 4 p.m.

A Donation is collected at the door, Adults $5.00,
Seniors 60 and older $3.00, Youth ages 7 to 18 $1.00,
Under 7 FREE.  Scouts & Leaders in uniform, Free.

This year they will be holding raffles and will be
giving door prizes out every hour

The Gem Club has been putting on the rock and
gem show since 1973, this is their 44th annual show.
The purpose of the Gem Show is to promote knowl-
edge and interest in the earth sciences and the
Lapidary arts. The show is also a fund raiser for club

Sherry Dickerson spinning wheel game.  At right her winnings, some pretty rocks. EIGGS members Mary Ann Morse and her husband are demonstrating the Lapidary Process.

expenses and provides money for a college scholar-
ship awarded each year.

The Gem club was founded as a nonprofit group
in April 1966. Of the some odd 80 members, 30 to 35
members are active. The Gem club is for anyone who
is interested (not necessarily experienced) in earth
sciences, collecting minerals, crystals and fossils;
polishing stones, silversmithing and related activities.

The Gem club sponsors rock- and fossil-hunting
outings, offers classes and does educational demon-
strations at local schools.

Lapidary classes for members can be arranged for
those who wish to use the equipment at the workshop
in their clubhouse. They have equipment for sawing,
shaping and polishing stones into finished pieces
ready for mounting as jewelry. The workshop is open
most Tuesday and Thursday evenings by 6:30 pm
(weather permitting) for use by members who have
completed the training.

Dues are $20 per year for a family membership (1
household) or $15 for a single membership (age 16
and over). Dues are paid at the start of membership
and at the beginning of each year to continue mem-
bership in good standing.

The clubhouse is located at 5199 US 40 East,
Centerville, Indiana.

For information on booths or other for the 44th
Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show contact John
Lamont at 756-647-4894.  For information call 937-
339-1966. 

GEM, MINERAL, JEWELRY,
FOSSIL SHOW & SALE

March 3-5, 2017
Friday & Saturday 10-6 / Sunday 11-4
Donation: Adults $5.00 / Senior Citizens (60+) $3.00

Students (7-18) $1.00 / Under 7 Free
Scouts & Leaders in uniform Free
KUHLMAN CENTER

Wayne County 4-H Fairgrounds - 861 N. Salisbury Road
RICHMOND, INDIANA 47374

GOOD FOOD AVAILABLE
SPONSORED BY 

Eastern Indiana Gem & Geological Society, Inc.
Dealer Chairman John Lamont 765-647-4894 / Info: 937-339-1966

44th ANNUAL SPRING SHOW

Jewelry, Gem, Mineral, Crystals & Fossil Dealers.  Exhibits, Displays, Door Prizes -- Silent
Auctions, Children’s Activities.  Demonstrations of Fluorescent Minerals, Micro Mounts, Gold
Panning & Wire Wrapping, Fossil Cleaning, Glass Bead Making, Flint Knapping & Faceting.

We are having a Raffle one of the prizes is a beautiful piece of a Celestite Geode
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MANUFACTURER OF METAL ROOFING & SIDING • OFFICE: (765) 369-4067 • FAX: (765) 369-4071
E-MAIL:  hatzellbros@comcast.net or Website:  www.hatzellbros.com

Hunting, Fishing, Camping,
Guns, Ammo & Accessories

Buy - Sell - Trade
Open Monday thru Saturday - Closed Sunday

Phone: (812) 883-6483
For all your hunting & camping needs stop by the Red Barn

3 1/2 Miles North of Salem on SR 135

Red Barn Bait Shop
Treasures of the Earth
Gem & Jewelry Show at

Indiana State Fairgrounds
March 31 - April 2, 2017

19th Annual Show
Article by Ray Dickerson

The 19th Annual Spring Bead, Gem, Mineral and
Jewelry show will be held at the Indianapolis State
Fairgrounds in the Agriculture/Horticulture Building
at 1202 East 38th Street in Indianapolis, Indiana on
March 31, Friday 10 am to 6 pm, April 1, Saturday 10
am to 6 pm and April 2, Sunday 11 am to 5 pm.

Adult admission is $5.00. Tickets are good all
three days. Children under the age of 16 are admitted
FREE. 

Hourly Door Prizes.
Custom work and repairs while you visit, food is

available. This show has a larger building with more
dealers, more choices and more to see and do.

Collectors and jewelry enthusiasts will be able to

from around the world at this show.
There are a lot of interesting things like this at the

show that you won't see at a jewelry store. That's
why they get a lot of repeat customers. 

You will find Jewelry makers, goldsmiths and sil-
versmiths from all over the United States who can con-
struct, repair, design or make original jewelry from cus-
tomer-selected gems, stones, opals and crystals.  Gem
trees, wire wrap, wire sculpture, pearls, stone beads,
stone setting, amber, opal, mineral and fossil dealers.

2017 Show Schedule
•  March 31-April 02, 2017 Indianapolis, IN
•  May 26-28, 2017 Salem, VA

(Memorial Day Weekend)
•  June 23-25, 2017 Fishersville/Waynesboro, 

VA Area
Note: *July - Show Canceled  Boone, NC
•  Sept. 29-Oct. 01, 2017 Indianapolis, IN
•  Oct. 27-29, 2017 Harrisonburg, VA

For information contact Van Wimmer, Show
Director - Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry
Shows, 5273 Bradshaw Road Salem, VA 24153
Telephone: (540) 384-6047.

Website: www.toteshows.com/
E-Mail: van@toteshows.com

Roland McIntosh, an expert on the Kentucky Agate shown here with all kinds of agates. John Sinclair collects and sells meteorites, the one he is holding weighs over 60 pounds. 

A cross view of Van’s 2016 Fall Show.  You don’t want to miss Van’s spring show. Van and Rose Wimmer photo taken at Bush’s Bean factory in Chestnut Hill, TN in Dec. 2016.

find some of the most
unique gems and beads
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wanted to get out before they hit.  I asked a friend if
he wanted to go, but he had other plans and couldn’t
make it, so I decided to sit in the stand where I was
going to put him.  

This was actually the first time I would hunt that par-
ticular stand.  My brother hunted it a few times before.
I wanted to see some different scenery, so I gave it a go. 

After being in the stand for a couple hours, and
with the temperature dropping quickly, I began get-
ting cold; really cold.  With about an hour of shoot-
ing light left, I began thinking of how comfy it would
be back in the truck, but I knew this could be a last-
minute game.  I was hoping to catch the deer as they
made their way to the picked corn field behind me to
feed so I knew just how important that last hour of
daylight could be and I was going to stick it out.

It wasn’t long after that that a little buck made his
way across the field right to me.  I was glad to see him,
but had no plans of shooting.  I was holding out for a
nice buck or none; even during the eleventh hour.

Ten minutes later I saw a nice buck.  He was on
the ditch about 125 yards in front of me.  As I
watched him rake some limbs with his antlers, I
remember thinking, “I can make that shot.”  But
common sense took over (which is honestly rare for
me in such a situation) and I talked myself off the
cliff, convincing myself that waiting would be best.
If it became obvious that the buck was not going to
come any closer, then I would shoot.  

After ten minutes of watching him stay put, he
slowly stepped into the field, and when he did, he
headed my way at a trot!

Before I knew it, he was 25-yards away.  I grunt-
ed to get him to stop and let my Thompson Center
Strike do the rest. 

Seconds later the buck was mine.  What a relief. I can-

Buck one of author’s most memorable
Author thankful for last-minute opportunity

It’s been a tough deer season.  Not just for me – and
not just in Indiana – but for several hunters I have talked
to throughout the Midwest.  There have been some
hunters who have had a banner season, for sure, but for
the most part, I think a lot of folks have struggled.  

My season was a tough one from the start.  Prior
to the early archery season beginning, I had high
hopes of connecting on a mature buck, but as the sea-
son progressed, it became apparent that it was going
to be tougher than I figured.  I did have one crack at
a good buck in archery season, but I missed.

The opening day of firearms season again found me
hopeful that I would not have much of a problem wrap-
ping my tag around a boss buck.  Again, I was wrong.

The season had become a lesson in humility.  I
was doing my best to put myself in proximity of a
trophy-class buck and coming up short each time.  I
was okay with that. 

In fact, I wasn’t even seeing a lot of does.  I just
was not seeing a lot of deer overall.  I was happy just
being able to play the cat and mouse game, but I also
would have liked to see a few more deer. 

I shot a doe earlier in bow season and my son,
Nick, got a great buck in archery season also, so I
wasn’t upset in any way, but I still hunted as hard and
often as I could to see if I could eventually score.

As muzzleloader season rolled around, I planned
to stick it out, even though mentally, I was kind of
over it.  I had hunted too hard all season to give up at
that point.  Had I not hunted as hard as I did all sea-
son, it would have been easier to sit out the cold tem-
peratures indoors, but like I said, I had given it too
much effort at that point to slow down by that point.
I was going to hunt hard for the remaining two weeks
of the muzzleloader season; as hard as I could with
the crazy cold days that were predicted anyway.

The first weekend of muzzleloader season, I trav-
eled to southern Indiana for a change of pace, but it
was just an extension of the rest of my season up to
that point.  It was more of the same.  Few deer sight-
ings and hours spent in the stand or blind.  

I returned home after the weekend and figured it
was going to be a long-shot, but with plans still to
hunt when I could in a last-ditch effort to put a nice
buck on the ground.

On Tuesday, December 13th, I made plans for an
afternoon hunt.  Colder temps were coming and I

by Joe Martino

IInnddiiaannaa  OOuuttddoooorrss

Joe Martino
Direct:  765-434-8598

E-mail:  joe@eatjoesjerky.com / Web:  www.eatjoesjerky.com
2378 West 350 North, Kokomo, IN 46901

765-4457-99181
1929 N. WASHINGTON • KOKOMO, IN

not fully explain how grate-
ful I was at that moment.  To
have hunted harder than I
have in two decades and to
have it all come together in
the end like it did was a true
feeling of triumph and
thankfulness.  

The buck is not my
biggest. Nor is he my sec-
ond, or even third.  In fact,
I have a handful of bucks
bigger; but likely none of
which I am more proud of.
This deer was earned.
Through sheer grit, guts
and determination.  That’s
a great feeling.  It was also
great to know that after
decades of deer hunting
that I still possess the
drive and stick-with-it-
ness that is often required
in taking a wild whitetail.

After settling down
and coming to grips with
all of the emotions that
coursed their way through
my veins, I realized anoth-
er thing; That I didn’t have
to sit in the cold anymore!

I could enjoy the remaining days of muzzleloader
season doing other things.  After the year, I’ve had,
that felt pretty good too.

I didn’t rub it in too much to my friend who could-
n’t join me that afternoon.  After all, had he been able
to go, the buck would have been his.  Perhaps that is
another reason I earned this deer.  I wasn’t being self-
ish, even in the final days of the season.  

This buck will forever be one of my favorites and
most memorable.  Here’s hoping you were successful in
taking one of yours this year too, or if not, that you were
at least able to have the chance to give it your best.

The author got this buck in December, with little time remaining in the 2016 season.  The
deer, and the hunt, is one which will forever be one of his favorites.  (Author Photo) 
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The Polar Plunge is coming to
Liberty: Be ready to take the Plunge

Part 2
Photos and Article by Lonnie Snow

Well, you wouldn’t know it outside, but winter is
here and so is the Special Olympics Polar Plunge. The
Polar Plunge is a Signature event for Indiana Special
Olympics. There will be 18 different locations across the
State of Indiana hosting this event.  Special Olympics
Indiana provides 20 different Olympic -type Sports to
over 12,000 adults and children with intellectual disabil-
ities. Indiana Special Olympics raised over $650,000
last year to support athletes with intellectual disabilities.
We are pleased this year to host our plunge at
Whitewater Memorial State Park, Liberty, Indiana. 

Wayne County, along with Rush, Fayette, Union,
Decatur, Shelby, and Franklin Counties will join as a
team to host this event in our area. 

We will be providing locations on site to dress for
your plunge and to change back into warm clothing

Left Photo:  After taking the plunge in the frigid waters of Whitewater Memorial State Park you are invited to Frames Outdoors Archery Range for the After Bash Splash party.. Right
Photo:  Whitewater Memorial State Park.  Sonie Snow holding sign on a perfect day for “Freezin’ For A Reason” by plunging into the lake.  See below for details.  (Photos provided by
Lonnie Snow)

Hunting Check In Station
Banquet Room w/Kitchenette

Arcade Game Room
Showers (All Year)

Boat Storage (Inside)
LPGas Refill Station   

Campstore / Grocery 
Fishing Tackle, Live Bait & License   
Camping & Hunting Supplies            
Cold & Hot Drinks                              
Ice - Pizza - Sausage - Hot Dogs 
Snacks & Sandwiches            

765-981-4522
7309 East 400 South

Wabash County
Lagro, IN 46941

Save on Shipping

We Proudly Carry
Bass Pro Products
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BOZARTH CAMP/
COUNTRY STORE

LINCOLNVILLE

SEASONAL CAMPSITES
AVAILABLE

Seasonal Rates - Full Hookups
“SIGN UP NOW”

BOZARTH 2017
CRAPPIE TOURNEYS

TO BE ANNOUNCED IN
MARCH 2017 GAD-A-BOUT

For Info Call Ryan 765-981-4522

after. After taking the plunge in the frigid waters of
Whitewater Memorial State Park you are invited to
Frames Outdoors Archery Range for the After Bash
Splash party. Here awards will be given out and food
and drinks served to our sponsors, plungers, and guests.
There is a $5.00 cover charge if you didn’t take the
plunge. There will be a silent auction for a Yeti, 65 quart
cooler, Yeti thermo cups and other items. Items will be
at Frames Outdoors beginning January if you want to
stop in and place a bid before the Plunge on February 25,
2017. 

We would like to have your support. Ray Dickerson
has opened his heart to get this information out to you
through The Gad-A-Bout. I hope you will take the time
to support this event that helps our local Special
Olympics programs and athletes across Indiana. Some
of the funds raised this year will be used to start a new
Special Olympics Program
in Union County. I know
there are many of you out-
door enthusiastic folks that
can handle a little cold
water for a great cause.
Think about those you
know with intellectual and
physical disabilities that
will benefit from your gen-
erosity.  This is a historic
event for Liberty and
Whitewater Memorial State
Park. There will be plenty
of news media to cover this

event. Don’t miss being part of the history.
This will be a family Fun Day. Come out, take the

plunge or watch others with warm hearts and cold feet
take a dip.  Plan on taking a walk and just enjoying the
beauty of the park.  Take pictures with our mascot, Paw
Bear. There is no parking or entrance fee. Kids are wel-
come but must be over 12 years of age to plunge.

Some local business will be hosting a Plunge night
with special discounts offered to those who sign up for
the plunge. You may want to consider being part of their
Team. We will send out the information once we con-
firm the dates and businesses.

You can go to polarplungein.org or visit us on face
book at Wayne county Indiana Special Olympics.  call
Lonnie Snow, 765-732-3636 for more details on the
Liberty Plunge. If you would like to donate an item for
the silent auction, it would be appreciated.
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Matt’s Custom Guns
Hours:  Monday - Friday  9 am - 5 pm (Other hours by appointment)

Guns - Ammunition - Scopes - Accessories
Custom Target & Hunting Rifles - Specialize in Reloading Supplies

Gunsmithing - Muzzleloading Guns & Supplies
Authorized Dealer for Freedom Arms, Dakota 

Arms, Nesika,  Kimber, H-S Precision & 
Dillon Precision

3762 N CR 450 E, Connersville, IN 47331
Ph:  765-825-3418

Email:  mattscustomguns@yahoo.com
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E MATT’S CUSTOM
GUNS

WILDFIRE MOTORS
BAD CREDIT, NO CREDIT, NO PROBLEM

CARS ~ TRUCKS ~ SUV’S
4741 National Rd West (Corner of US 40 & Airport Rd) Richmond, IN 47374

CALL: 765-939-FIRE (3473)
E-mail: wildfiremotors1@gmail.com / Website: wildfirerichmond.com

NOW OPEN AT 4099 NATIONAL ROAD WEST

WILDFIRE SERVICE CENTER
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE - STOP BY TODAY!

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat

6 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

Live & Artificial Bait
Open 7 Days at 7 A.M.

Home Processing Supplies
Excellent Sausage & Jerky Seasonings, 

Casings, etc. — “Check us out”
15 W. Grant Street

Knightstown, IN 46148
765-345-2074

Football Legend Weeb Ewbank
And his wife, Lucy

Article & Photos by Ray Dickerson
Weeb was my second cousin. I didn't really know

him on a first name basis until 1983. Prior to that
when I was very young he would visit our home in
Centerville with his mom and dad, Uncle Charles
"Chod" and Aunt Stella (Dickerson) Ewbank.  I
remember them visiting our home in Centerville,
vaguely, I was quite young back then.  Aunt Stella
Ewbank and Guy Raymond Dickerson, my grandfa-
ther, were brother and sister.  Uncle Chod owned and
operated two grocery stores.  As a boy, Weeb drove a
horse and wagon while delivering groceries from the
store his father operated on Ridge Street in
Richmond's Fairview section.  His nickname came
about when a younger brother couldn't pronounce
Wilbur correctly, it sounded more like Weeb.  So he
grew up with the nickname Weeb and carried it the
rest of his life.   

While Weeb was still in this area he visited mom
and dad occasionally here on South Street.

My brother, Bob Dickerson, told me about an
incident that happened when he was younger here at
home on East South Street in Centerville. He was
playing pitch and catch with a friend or relative (I
can't remember which), but anyway Weeb came for a
visit. Bob was catching a hard ball with his bare
hands. Weeb asked him if he would like a baseball
glove and proceeded to get one out of his car and
gave it to Bob. It was a first baseman's glove, a good
one, Bob played baseball with it from then on.  It was
the first and only baseball glove he had ever used.
Bob never forgot this act of kindness from Weeb.

I remember when I was in the Air Force, stationed
near Newburgh, NY in 1963, my dad tried to talk me
into going down and visiting Weeb and Lucy when
they lived on Long Island.  I told dad that I didn't
really follow football and at the time I didn't know
Weeb well enough to go visit him. 

Dad met Weeb and Joe Namath in an airport up
east once by accident, dad was returning home from

a truck delivery.  Dad delivered new trucks all over
the U.S.A. for Kenosha Auto Transport located in
Lima, Ohio.  He made a great number of deliveries
to Bridgeport, CT.

Some background information on Weeb's and
Lucy's incredible lives in Football 1924-1975

Weeb attended Morton High School in Richmond
where he played percussion instruments in the high
school band.  Athletics though was his first love.  In
his Senior year he was quarterback and captain of the
football team.  He was also captain of the baseball
team, playing outfield and sometimes catcher.  He
also played forward on the basketball team even
though he was only 5 foot, 7 inches tall. 

After graduating from Morton High School in
1924, Weeb enrolled at Miami University in Oxford.
He signed up for studying business, but switched to
a professional coaching course.  On the football team
he played second string quarterback and also played
outfield on the baseball team.  

He and Lucy were high school sweethearts and
were married June 23, 1926.  They had three daugh-
ters Luanne, Nancy and Jan Ewbank, eight grand
children and fourteen great grand-children.  Weeb
graduated from Miami University in 1928.

Here is a short version of his life-long football
career.
1928 -1929 Coached Football at Van Wert High
School in Van Wert, Ohio
1930 - 1943 Head Football Coach at McGuffey High
School in Oxford, Ohio
1943 - 1945 Joined U.S. Navy, Assistant Coach
Great Lakes Naval Station football team.
1946 Backfield Coach for Charles Engle at Brown
U. & Head Coach of Basketball team 
1947 - 1948 Head Football Coach at Washington U.
in St. Louis
1949 - 1953 Assistant to Paul Brown's Cleveland
Browns to oversee tackles by the linemen. 
1954 - 1962 Head Coach Baltimore Colts (NFL) 
1963 - 1973 Head Coach New York Jets (AFL)
1974 - 1975 Vice President of New York Jets

AWARDS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
4 times high school conference champ (1934, 1936,
1937, 1940)

1 time high school state champ (1937)
1 time Coach of the Year (1958) 2 time NFL Champ
(1958, 1959)
1 time AFL Champ (1968)
1 time Super Bowl Champ (1969)
Miami University Athletic Hall of Fame (1969)
NFL Hall of Fame (1978)
Miami University's Cradle of Coaches Hall of Fame
(1992)

Named Head Coach of the All-Time AFL Team
Member of the Indiana Football Hall of Fame 

Lucy and Weeb Ewbank at their home in Oxford, OH.
Sherry, Amy and I spent the day with them.  We got to visit
Weeb’s basement and view his football memorabilia.

Sherry listening to Weeb as he was searching for photos to
show us.  The basement walls had posters, awards, photos,
a lamp shade with photos of Baltimore Colt players etc. 

Our daughter Amy was four years old and mighty taken with
Weeb and Lucy that day.  Here she poses for this photo with
Weeb.  Behind him are awards he received.
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Hrs: Monday - Saturday 6 am - 9 pm / Sunday 6 am - 7 pm
BAKERY - DELI - IN STORE PHARMACY

Donuts, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, & Rotisserie Chicken

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213
www.woodruffsupermarket.com

Woodruff’s
Supermarket

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN
Full Service Meat Department

Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise

Why Cook Tonight, When We’ll Deliver It right?

201 NORTH MAIN STREET - LIBERTY, IN 47353

DINE IN
CARRY OUT
DELIVERY

(765) 458-5775

Hours:  Sunday thru Thursday 10:00 am - 10:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 10:00 am - 12:00 am

MIGHTY MUFFLER
BRAKES • SHOCKS • TIRES

Complete Automotive 
Repair

“No Muff . . . Too Tuff!”
1440 N.W. 5th St., Richmond, IN

Darin Doner, Owner
765-966-6833

Marion’s Greenhouse
4 miles North of 256 on Hwy 3, Deputy, Indiana

812-866-2856/701-2240
OPEN FOR SPRING FEB 1

BULK SEED

ONION SETS

ALL OF YOUR 
GARDENING NEEDS!

In 1975 with a career record of 130-129-7 (the
11th best record of any football coach in the NFL),
Weeb and Lucy retired to Oxford, Ohio where they
continued to be active in NFL and Miami University
alumni activities.  

The following article was written by Weeb
Ewbank shortly after he retired from the New York
Jets in 1975.  I obtained this copy in 1983 while vis-
iting Weeb at his home in Oxford, Ohio.  He thought
the world of football and gave it his life’s blood lit-
erally.  This article appeared in several publication

including the New York Times shortly after he
retired from football.  

Hindsight being 20-20 I wish I had followed
Dad’s advice to visit Weeb and Lucy in 1963 when
Weeb was coaching the New York Jets.  But I didn’t.  

In Weeb Ewbank’s Own Words
By Weeb Ewbank

"In my 20 years as a coach in pro football, I was
fortunate in having two great quarterbacks in John
Unitas and Joe Namath. John's records, of course,
speak for themselves. Joe never has gotten the
records because of his bad legs. But I wouldn't say
one is better than the other. I think they're both
great.

When they first started out, I knew more about Joe
because I was able to see more of him in college. We
knew he would be great. But once John was in our
camp in Baltimore, it was evident to all of us that it
was just a matter of time before he would be No.1
and would be great.

The first thing that impressed me about both was
their strong arms. They were both good athletes and
both studied their football diligently. They came to
me with God's gifts of being outstanding athletes, but
I'd like to think I contributed from there and taught
them the rudiments of pro football.

Both came from basically the same area, but
where John went to a small college, Joe went to a big
college and was exposed to bigger things. Joe never
married while John married early and had several
children. Both have had great careers and some day
will be Hall of Famers.

I know some coaches have a tougher reputation
than I do, but I expect we have as many fines as any-
body. The thing I'm not, though, is a screamer. I don't
think anyone can do a good job if you continually
scream at him. It's the nature of some coaches to
scream and yell and holler, but I just don't think you
have to be a screamer.

Paul Brown, whom I consider a great coach,
rarely will raise his voice. But you still have to make
corrections. When I coached with Paul, I put his
players to bed and I don't think we have as many
players on the Jets who are rowders as he had.
Sometimes I wonder if we shouldn't have more. I'm

serious. Maybe we don't have enough roughnecks. 
Wouldn't Change

Looking back, I wouldn't change the way I treat-
ed players. I treat people the way I like to be treated.
I wouldn't ask anyone to go out on the field and do
anything I wouldn't do or I wouldn't ask a son of
mine to do. But I would expect a player to do the
things that I would do that are necessary to win.
When I find someone who continues to take advan-
tage of the way I treat him, I tolerate him until anoth-
er good player comes along to replace him.

The players in the game today are different in
some ways from those in my earlier days of coach-
ing. I recognized this different breed of cat early.
Some people laughed at me when we went to the
Super Bowl and I permitted wives to come down.
But I think it was the best thing I ever did. The old-
time coaches wouldn't have thought it was a good
idea, but I was pleased to have the wives.

I've noticed there has been an increase in the num-
ber of players who are interested only in themselves,
but I don't think you can blame that on the players. I
think this is true of our whole country. The thing that
hurts me most is this isn't the way our country
became great. It became great through competition
but not complete selfishness.

The only thing that makes it harder to coach now
than in the past is when you get people who are indi-
vidualists, players who aren't team men. We've had
more individualists recently, but again I think it's the
times and outside influences rather than the players
themselves. Nevertheless, when you get those play-
ers, you have to weed them out as soon as you can.

I think high school and college football coaches
still would like to feel they're building character and
building men who think along the straight and nar-
row. After all football is a team game.  But it's been
more difficult for them because of outside influ-
ences.

I guess I'd have to say my coaching career has
been much different from other people's. My first job
in high school was in a situation where all the seniors
had graduated and I had to start over. Then I took a
college that was amateur at Washington University in
St. Louis. One of my assistants said they wouldn't

Weeb’s basement was chock full of football memorabilia he earned and received dur-
ing his 20 years coaching football.  Left to right, Ray Dickerson, Lucy Ewbank, Weeb
Eubank, Sherry Dickerson and in front of Lucy is our daughter Amy Dickerson.

This photo was given to me by Weeb on March 18, 1983.  We were sitting in the base-
ment.  He took it from a stack of photos and signed it, “To Ray Weeb Eubank.”  Then
he gave me a walking tour of his football memorabilia that filled the basement.   

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE (14)



On April 15, 2016 I spent close to two hours looking at Weeb Ewbanks photos, honors and
other football players in the Indiana Football Hall of Fame located at 815 North A Street in
Richmond, IN.  You can contact them by calling 765-966-2235, there is no entrance fee. 
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CABINET FACTORIES OUTLET 
OF RICHMOND

SEE US FOR:
• Cabinets By Schrock • Countertops (Granite & Formica) • Sinks & Vanities

Visit our Discount Room - All Cabinets $69.00 or less / Free Estimates / We Deliver
633 South H Street, Richmond, IN 47374 - 765-966-3875

Hrs:  T-F 8 am-5 pm / Sat 8 am-12 pm / Closed Sun & Mon - Website: cabinetoutletofrichmond.com

BEST PAWN
BUY • SELL • TRADE

GUN TRANSFERS
• CASH LOANS
• GOLD & SILVER
• HANDGUNS • FIREARMS
• CARS • TRUCKS
• HEAVY EQUIPMENT • TRAILERS

1700 N.W. 5TH ST.
RICHMOND, IN 47374

WEBSITE:  www.bestpawnindiana.com

Call Us:
765-939-PAWN

(7296)
Hours:  Mon-Sat

10 am - 7 pm
Closed Sunday

www.riggle-waltermann.com

even give a kid the time of day there. Yet in two years
we won 14 games and lost four.

When I went to Baltimore it was an abominable
situation, and when I came to the Jets it was even
worse. But I managed to win three championships in
20 years, which I think is a pretty good average when
you consider teams like the Steelers and the 49ers
never have won one.

Without mentioning names, there are some people
who have much better records over all, but they inher-
ited their teams. They never had to put a team togeth-
er, and that, I think, is the most difficult problem. 

Three Reasons
I think I've been successful at building teams for

three reasons: I think I've been able to recognize tal-
ent and see the potential in a young guy; I've had the
patience to stick with players and I've been able to
place them in positions where they do the team the
most good. I also feel I've been able to instill confi-
dence in players, and that's very important. For the
most part, players  have  given  me  all they've had.

This season was very disappointing to me because I
sincerely felt we had a good team. But we got hurt right
in the guts of it when we lost both our quarterback and
our middle linebacker. That's just like a baseball team
losing its players up the middle — the catcher, the dou-
ble-play combination and the center fielder.

Naturally, I would've liked to go out a winner, but if
I don't go out a winner, I wanted to leave our owners and
our great fans with a reasonable opportunity to have a
good team, which I think we have. There will be no
necessity to make any wholesale changes.

Football's been the only job I've ever had. It's been
enjoyable and it's been great to me. I think it's a great
part of our American life. There's one thing, though,
that's come about in football that I'm concerned about.
Football is a contact game, but it shouldn't be a violent
game. I'm concerned that there's some element of vio-
lence in the game now. You'd like to think rules changes
aren't necessary, but in some cases, changes must be
made."   The End 

THE BEGINNING OF OUR KNOWING WEEB
Weeb was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame

on July 29, 1978.  He attended practices of the Miami
University football team sitting quietly in the stands,
offering advice only when he was asked to give it.

My first encounter with Weeb Ewbank since child-
hood was in 1979.

My very first contact with Weeb was on a whim in
1979.  Believe it or not I think I found his telephone

number in the Oxford phone book.  My reason I called
Weeb was I had originated an idea of a way to help keep
the Zoo in Glen Miller Park from leaving Richmond.
The Zoo had received national attention from the United
States Humane Society and other agencies wanting park
superintendent, Don McBride, to close the park zoo.  I
was writing a column in The Graphic at that time and
wanted to help keep the Zoo in the park.  I wrote sever-
al articles about keeping the Zoo in the park. I had even
went so far as to initiate an organization I called Zoo-op.
The name Zoo-op stood loosely for Zoo Cooperative of
Concerned People to help the zoo.  I then proceeded to
get some folks on board to help save the zoo, through the
column.  Our first big effort was Zoo Day, October 20,
1979 to be held at Glen Miller Park 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
with Don McBride's permission.  One of the events was
the Zoo-athon, I wrote about a celebrity  being contact-
ed to start the race.  Guess who the celebrity was!  If you
guessed Weeb Ewbank you are right.  I called Weeb,
amazingly, he answered the phone.  I introduced myself
and why I called him.  Unfortunately he wasn't available
on October 20th.  I thanked him and hung up, thinking
that was a dumb idea and I wouldn't ever do that again.

Mom and Dad got a Christmas card from Weeb and
Lucy, postmarked December 25, 1981.  It read, "Hi
Folks!  Best wishes for a Joyous and Healthful Holiday
Season!  Regards to all!  Coach Weeb.  I'm not too sure
how I got it, it was addressed to Ray Dickerson &
Family.  Post Office must have sent it to wrong Ray
Dickerson.  Dad's name was Ray too, but the card was
addressed to his P.O. Box, not mine.  The only difference
in our names was our middle names, his was *Eugene
and mine is Earl.

On March 9, 1983 Weeb and I had a brief first time
meeting as he was following Don McBride through
Earlham's athletic office as I was waiting for another fel-
low to return to that office.  I recognized him immedi-
ately and introduced myself.  He looked at me and said,
"You must be *Eugene's boy."  I acknowledged, and as
quick as he appeared he had left.

In my Graphic Column for March 23, 1983 I wrote,
"For many years now I have heard the familiar stories of
the famed football coach from Richmond, Weeb Ewbank.
I'm not much of a football fan, I tend to lean more towards
fishing and hunting.  However he and I are second cousins
and I had the distinct pleasure of visiting him at his home
in Oxford, Ohio, on Friday, March 18, 1983."

I was in Oxford that day getting information on Craft
and Hobby shops who might be interested in setting up
at my 1983 Mid-West Sport Show coming in April at the
Wayne County Fairgrounds.  I decided to try to find

Weeb.  I got his address off the Christmas Card he sent
dad. I found Patrick Drive by asking for directions.  I
parked on the street and walked to their front door.  I
rang the bell and waited, no response.  I rang the bell
again and then began to leave.  As I was walking back to
my van, a lady came to the door and asked me who I
wanted to see.  I introduced myself and asked if Weeb
Ewbank might be home.  She said yes and invited me in.
She led me to the basement stairs and told me to go
down to see him.

I found Weeb sitting in a comfortable chair looking at
a football scrapbook.  He told me to pull up a chair.  As
he looked at the book, he explained that he was looking
for some pictures for a writer who was writing a book.
Across the room was a couple of large screen televi-
sions.  (On one of my later visits he had both televisions
on with two different football games in progress.)

Weeb finished what he was doing, and we started
to talk about something we both liked - fishing.  On
his wall he had a trophy Barracuda he caught and
another big fish. 

I told him about my upcoming Mid-West Sport Show
to be held at the Wayne County Fairgrounds April  21-
24, 1983.  I asked him if he might come and cut the rib-
bon that would open the show on Thursday April 21st.
He thought about it for awhile, then he indicated that he
would like to come on the first night, to see some of the
fishing exhibits.

He than got up and gave me a walking tour of the
basement explaining the different mementos and pic-
tures. He pointed out Joe Namath, Johnny Unitas and
others too numerous for my mind to remember.  One
thing that caught my eye and I remember to this day, a

Sherry and I visited the Cradle of Coaches area adjacent to Yager Football Stadium on
10-26-2013.  Miami University placed life size bronze statues of eight football coaches
who graduated there, Weeb was one of them.  See photo of statue on page 1 and 15.
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Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Flavor  RRich  Fried  Chickenn

Featuring Solid Oak and Solid Wood
Bedrooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms

and Other Household Items
Dutch Craft Bedding Made by Amish

Catnapper Rocker Recliner
6032 Holland Rd., Brookville, IN (White’s Farm - U.S. 52)

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 pm / Sat 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
CALL:  765-647-4875

“Quality Furniture At Fair Prices”
3 Miles South of Brookville    
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NOBLE BOYS FURNITURE
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lamp shade with his and members of the Baltimore Colts
photos on it.  As I scanned the walls of the basement.
The walls reflected scenes of his life in chronological
order starting from his days at Morton High School
until his retirement as coach of the New York Jets.
Although not being schooled in football, I was awed at
the sight of all those awards, pictures and novelty mem-
orabilia of his past.  I read in one of the clippings I have
of him that he was meticulous in keeping records, foot-
ball stats and everything that he dealt with in football.

I asked him about the Bob Hope show I had saw him
on and what it was like meeting Bob Hope. He indicat-
ed that he had met Mr. Hope several times.

It seemed strange, I felt so at ease standing there talk-
ing to Weeb, as if I had known him all my life. He and
Lucy both made me feel very much at home in their
house.  He took out one of the many photos he had in a
stack, signed it and handed it to me. Pictured in it and
standing behind him and to his left was a burly looking
Joe Namath.  He had written "To Ray!  Weeb Ewbank"
on the photo he gave me.

While I was visiting them, when asked, I told them I
worked for General Telephone in Richmond.  Weeb told
me their phone wasn't working, would I look at it.  I told
him I would (that put me on the spot because I worked
inside at the Control Center, not outside on telephone

equipment).  I picked up their phone, it didn't have a dial
tone.  I really didn't know how to fix it, the problem
could have been in the C.O. or outside plant.  I removed
both caps and moved the ear piece and mouth piece - lo
and behold I heard a click, some static and I got dial
tone.  I replaced the caps and handed the phone to Lucy,
told her it was working okay.  Talk about a coincidence,
it had to be a loose wire or something simple.  I thanked
Weeb and Lucy for letting me visit after I came unan-
nounced like I did. I really enjoyed visiting them and
told them I would like to visit again with my wife and
daughter some time.

In my Graphic column dated Wednesday, March 23,
1983 I titled it "Writer Meets Legend"  I put the photo he
autographed to me of he and Joe Namath in the article too.  

As luck would have it, Sherry, Amy and I visited
Weeb and Lucy a few days later.  We all got to sit and
visit, talking about family, activities and of course foot-
ball.  Amy was four years old at the time, too young to
realize the enormity of our visiting Weeb and Lucy
Ewbank.  I asked Weeb if he had considered my request
to cut the ribbon at my Mid-West Sport Show &
Rendezvous opening night April 21, 1983.  He said he
would, both he and Lucy would enjoy being there to cut
the ribbon.  I told him the "Richmond Red Coats" a
group from the Richmond Chamber of Commerce

invited us to go to the basement so Sherry and Amy
could see Weeb's memorabilia.  On this visit I brought
my camera and Weeb let me take all the photos I want-
ed to take.  We spent the better half of the day visiting
with them. 

We enjoyed our visit immensely.  Both Sherry and
Amy enjoyed listening and learning a little bit more
about Weeb and Lucy's love for football.  It had been
Weeb's life ambition with Lucy being right there with
him through thick and thin, the winning and losing - fin-
ishing on top of a hard climb getting there.  We went
home feeling really good about our visit and couldn't
wait to see them again when they came to cut the ribbon,
opening the show in April. 

(I learned something from Weeb during my first visit
with him March 18th that happened to him after winning
the Super Bowl in 1969.  It happened when the excited
team members and well wishers carried him off the field
on their shoulders.  They pulled his legs in two different
directions a bit too far and pinched a nerve which in turn
reduced the use of his right hand.  He had trouble reel-
ing in a standard fishing reel with his right hand.  Since
he was going to cut the ribbon at our 1983 Mid-West
Sport Show and Rendezvous I decided to give him a
fishing reel especially equipped to make it easier for him
to reel in a fish.  I knew just the man who could help me,
Joe Landwerlan, owner of Gator Grip fishing equip-
ment, at the time in Shelbyville, Indiana.  I called Joe

Life size bronze statue of Wilbur Charles "Weeb" Ewbank
located adjacent to the entrance of Miami University’s Yager
Football Stadium in Oxford, Ohio.

One of Weeb’s football play books he used when he
coached football.  It was one of these he picked up and was
looking at when he left us on November 17, 1998.

After graduating from Morton High School in 1924, Weeb
enrolled at Miami University in Oxford.  On their football
team he played second string quarterback.  

would be there also at the
ribbon cutting.  

Then Weeb and Lucy CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE (16)
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GUNS & AMMO • BAIT &TACKLE • FISHING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 
ICE•SNACKS  •SOFT DRINKS •FIREWOOD

“PIZZA & SANDWICHES -LOCAL DELIVERY”

DAVE’S TRIANGLE LLC

BOAT  STORAGE
SUN, MON, TUE & THU  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

FRI & SAT  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM / CLOSED WEDNESDAY
Hazel & Dave Wilcox Jr

2955 S. Old Dunlapsville Road2955 S. Old Dunlapsville Road
LibertyLiberty, IN  47353, 765-458-7106, IN  47353, 765-458-7106

Pioneer Restaurant
Brookville, Indiana
(Behind the Courthouse)

765-647-7935
• Full Breakfast Menu (Mon - Sat)

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Open Early, Open Late

(Mon - Sat 7am - ? Sun 12 - 12)
• Ice & Carry-out Available

• Where good food, friends & spirits come together
• Steak, Chicken & Seafood

““GGrreeaatt  WWeeeekkeenndd  BBooaatt  &&  BBiikkee  PPaarrkkiinngg””

MILROY SHOES
9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
Mon-Thur 8 - 5 / Fri 8 - 6 / Sat 8 - 3 / Closed Sun

(765) 629-2109

Justin    
Double-H • Rocky

Shoe Repair Available

June 6, 1983, I took this photo at Bonwell Hill Ramp on Brookville Lake after Weeb told
me he would like to go bass fishing.  Foster Goshorn took the two of us fishing for
Striped Bass.  Weeb caught two to my one, Foster caught several more.  See story.

Weeb here with Foster, our guide.  Weeb told me in a telephone call the next day, he
was really impressed with Foster, not only with his fishing skills, but also his interest
in football.  The two continued fishing after I had to leave to go to work.

It wasn’t but a few minutes before Weeb’s tip of his pole
bobbed briefly.  Seconds later Weeb’s pole tip dove and he
instinctively drew back hooking the first striper for the day.
and told him what I wanted to do, explaining Weeb's
problem and telling him I needed to get it fixed before
my upcoming sport show.  I bought a good casting reel
and drove to Shelbyville.  Joe removed the casting reel
retrieve handle.  Then he took a round knob handle he
took off a wooden drawer and secured it to one end of
the retrieve handle he had removed from the casting reel.
Joe put the retrieve handle back on the casting reel.  The
wooden knob stuck out just far enough so that Weeb
could press his right palm firmly against it and retrieve
the line.  It worked real well.)

In my Graphic column dated, March 30, 1983 enti-
tled, "Ribbon Cutter."

I wrote, "We have had a little change in the schedule
of our 1983 Mid-West Sport Show & Rendezvous. The
Grand Opening ceremony will be held on Thursday
evening at 6:00 p.m. Cutting the ribbon to officially
open the show will be Weeb Ewbank, former coach of
the Baltimore Colts and New York Jets and his wife,
Lucy. Weeb, as you found out in this column last week,
is related to me and has graciously accepted my invita-
tion to be here for the ceremony. He is an avid fisherman

and has fished many places.  Sherry, Amy and I had a
very pleasant and entertaining visit with Weeb and Lucy
the week before.

Following the ribbon cutting, we will have a special
presentation and then the National Anthem and Back
Home Again in Indiana will be sung by my sisters, Kathy
Miller and Wilma Walter.   The tentative schedule is as fol-
lows:  I've had several people ask about the hours of the
show, they are as follows: Thursday, April 21, 5 to 11:00
p.m.; Friday, April 22,11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday, April
23, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.; and Sunday, April 24, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Activities: Thursday - Birthday Party, Music Show
featuring CB Express (Songs of the 50's) and Country &
Pop songs sung by Wilma Walter; Saturday — Fishing
Clinic, Greenville Treaty Re-enactment, Horse Show,
Music Show featuring Hard Times, a Blue Grass Group
and Country & Pop sung by Wilma Walter.
Accompanying Wilma Walter will be the Silver Strings
music group. Sunday — Fishing Clinic, Greenville Treaty
Re-enactment and 4-Wheel Flat Drag Competition.

The 1983 Mid-West Sport Show and Rendezvous
opening night, April 21st was a huge success.  Weeb and
Lucy arrived right on time and the Richmond Red Coats
were there also.  The Red Coats held the ribbon while
Weeb and Lucy cut the ribbon, opening the show.  After
the ribbon was cut I made the presentation of the casting
reel to Weeb and showed him how to operate it.  He was
really pleased and accepted it graciously.  He and Lucy
spent quite some time visiting the exhibits and eating some
of Linda and Bill Paddock's food, prepared for the show.    

I can't find the photo but on another visit, Sherry,
Amy and I stopped by to visit Weeb and Lucy at their
home in Oxford.  Lucy told us Weeb was down at the
baseball field to watch a game.  She told us how to find
him so we drove to the baseball diamond.  Weeb was sit-
ting on a bench.  Amy walked over to him and sat down
next to him.  I took a quick photo of the two, he had his
arm around Amy so she wouldn't fall off the bench.  It
was one of those photos you don't get to take everyday.  

We visited with Weeb and Lucy several times that
year. I learned that he liked spring morel mushrooms
and took him several batches that year and continued to
do so whenever I found them in the years since. 

On one of my visits Weeb told me he would like to
go bass fishing with me on Brookville Lake some time.
I told him I would get one of my friends to take us.  I
talked to Foster Goshorn, who operated a Guide Service

for striper and walleye at Brookville Lake.  He was
head-quartered at Garr Hill Bait & Storage near the Garr
Hill Ramp.  Foster told me he would be honored to take
Weeb Ewbank and me too, striper fishing.  I told Foster
I had to get with Weeb and see when he could get away
to go fishing with us.

June 6 found Weeb Ewbank, myself and Foster
Goshorn at Garr Hill Bait & Storage at 5 a.m. (Ohio
time) meeting for our fishing trip.

Weeb and I drove to Bonwell Hill Ramp and Foster
put his boat in at Garr Hill Ramp.  The reason for this
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Ludco Inc.
formerly Ludco Gun Shop

Same Location Since 1972
• Live Bait & Tackle • Reloading Supplies • Archery

• Muzzleloading & Trapping Supplies • Slings • Gun Clips & Parts
• Gun Stocks • Extra Gun Barrels • Cleaning Supplies

• Pocket Knives • Scopes & Mounts • Bow Fishing Supplies
• White & Garrett Metal Detectors • Plus a lot more

146 W. Washington St., Parker City, IN.
765-468-8136 (shop) 765-730-3084 (cell)

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Wed. and Sun. Closed

(NO GUN OR AMMO SALES)

www.doanmillsfuneralhome.com

Over 40 Years of Experience
NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS

TO SERVE YOU BETTER
DEER PROCESSING

Processing • 
(812) 866-4710

4251 S. 850 West

Always Custom Processing!

Both in Hanover
www.patespantry.com

VIP CLUB Text PATES to 77948

Pantry • (812) 866-MEAT (6328)
367 W. LaGrange Rd.

Hwy. 56 East • Scottsburg, IN 47170

For All Your Floor
Covering Needs

(812) 754-0888
Now Carrying In Stock

Area  Rugs!
12 Styles To Choose From!

Shades Of America

kathy ireland

Wilbur Charles "Weeb" Ewbank died peaceably at his home
in Oxford, Ohio on November 17, 1998.  This Miami football
helmet rode with him from the church to the cemetery.

Adjacent to Weeb’s casket stood this Baltimore Colts beau-
tiful horseshoe shaped bouquet in honor of Coach Weeb
Ewbank.  The banner reads, 1958, 1959 World Champions.

Johnny Unitas, famous quarterback who led the Baltimore
Colts to victory in 1958 and 1959 under the leadership of
Weeb talking to Lucy and other family members.

weird arrangement was because I had to leave for work at
8 a.m. and since we were going to fish at the dam Foster
wouldn't have too far to go to leave me off at my truck.

By the time Foster pulled into Bonwell it looked like
it could rain anytime.

Weeb and I got on board and Foster headed toward
the dam. Once we were in position Foster turned on his
depth graph reader and we immediately sighted fish sus-
pended at about 20 feet. The graph showed a great mass
of fish. Foster said they were stripers. Patiently he
showed Weeb and I how to bait up our live minnows

(the bait was about as big as the fish I normally catch).
Before too long we all had our lines in and down to the
20 ft. depth to correspond with the fish.

Foster told us how the striper would go for the bait
and how to respond without spooking it.

In the two and a half hours I could fish we caught and
turned loose about seven stripers about the size shown in
the picture. Weeb caught the first two.  Then Foster
caught three in a row. When I caught mine, I was thrilled
because I told another writer in one of the local papers
that I would catch one before he did, and as far as I know
I did, sorry Ed.

I did another first that day, fishing with live minnows.
Normally I use artificial lures, night crawlers and soft
crawls.

Before I had to leave it began to rain, so we got a lit-
tle wet.  But Weeb enjoyed it so much that he and Foster
stayed fishing after I had to leave.

In a telephone conversation the next day Weeb told
me he enjoyed the trip in spite of the rain. He really was
impressed with Foster and not only with his fishing skill,
also his interest in football. We had talked about a lot of
things while fishing. Weeb had been a guest of the
Hulmans at the Indianapolis 500 last month. He said he
had a good time there meeting old friend Phil Harris and
Paul Newman, too. Phil is from Linton, Indiana.

They kept two stripers that afternoon and Weeb took
them home. He indicated that he kept one and gave the
other to a friend. I think he was quite impressed with
Brookville Lake, too.

The very last time I talked to Weeb was mid-summer
1998 on the telephone, he was 91 and I asked him if he
would like to go bass fishing on Brookville Lake again.
He said he would so I made arrangements with
Quakertown Marina to take him out on a pontoon boat,
thinking he would be a lot more comfortable fishing on
that type of boat rather than a bass boat like when we
fished with Foster Goshorn back in 1983.  

Unfortunately due to Weeb’s busy schedule and other
constraints we didn’t get to go fishing that summer or
fall.  I figured we could go in the spring of 1999.  

Sherry and I were shocked when we read that Weeb
had died on November 17, 1998.

Wilbur Charles "Weeb" Ewbank died peaceably at
his home in Oxford, Ohio on November 17, 1998.  His
funeral was held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, November 21,
1998 at the Oxford Presbyterian Church at 101 North

Main Street in Oxford.  Officiating was The Reverend
Barbara Barnes, Mark Barnes and Robert K. Foster,
Weeb's interment was in the Oxford Cemetery.  Sherry
and I attended the service and also followed the proces-
sion to the cemetery.

The Order of Worship for Witness to the Resurrection
of Weeb Ewbank born May 6, 1907 - died November 17,
1998 was followed by a tribute from a Grandchild, Cinda.  

Cinda's tribute to Weeb was pure heart felt feelings
for her Grandfather that day.  I don't know about Sherry,
but tears welled up in my eyes listening to the way she
lovingly talked about him.  I taped the service on my
tape recorder, but have long since forgotten if I still have
it.  I still have Weeb's Service and Funeral Service pam-
phlets.  Following the singing of "Amazing Grace"
(words included to the song), a tribute to a Coach was
given by Murray Peters followed by a tribute to Weeb by
former Baltimore Colt quarterback Johnny Unitas.
Followed by New York quarterback Joe Namath.   

Later I recognized Art Donovan at the cemetery from
seeing him on the Dave Letterman show.  Art was quot-
ed as saying in a ABC Sports news feature November
18, 1998 following Weeb's death, "Any success I've had
in pro football is due to him," Donovan said.  "He taught
me how to play football."

At the Oxford Cemetery resting on Weeb's casket
was a white with red trimmed football helmet with the
words Miami and Weeb printed on the front of it.
Adjacent to the casket was a large white horse shoe
shaped bouquet with blue flowers spaced equally (see
photo), and a blue banner across it that read, "1958, 1959
WORLD CHAMPIONS."

On his tombstone just above his name Wilbur C. is
his nickname "Weeb" Ewbank 1907 - 1998.

After the service I talked with Lucy for a short time,
she invited us to come to their home after the funeral.
But I told her we had to get back home, we would visit
her later on.

To much time passed and I really felt bad for not tak-
ing the time to visit Lucy.  I knew she would be quite
busy both with playing bridge, which she had loved to
do all her life, football activities and her daughters
would keep her busy.

I saw Lucy Ewbank in the photo on the front page of
the October 24, 2010 Palladium-Item standing next to
the unveiling of Weeb's Cradle of Coaches statue adja-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22



threatened to blindfold us, but figured we would-
n’t be able to find our way back anyway!) We
caught lots of walleye and some nice bass. As
usual, we threw them all back since we seldom
bring any home with us. The biggest disadvantage
of this is we never have a big stringer with which
to take photos. 

Food is always high on my list of attractions.
This year, as last, we visited several great local
eateries, including Antonio’s, Hoop N Holler,
JW’s BBQ, and Gogebic Lodge. We also tried a
new (to us) restaurant called Konteka. Tim and
Sarah recommended this and actually accompa-
nied us to this unique place. 

Konteka is actually a restaurant, bowling alley,
and motel. But, its main attraction is the bears. Just
outside the dining room window, you can see, and
take photos of lots of wild bears, from cubs to large
adults. When a bear wanders out of the woods to
partake of the food conveniently placed just a few
yards from the diners, everyone rushes to find an
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microwave, and, I think, a coffeemaker. (We don’t
drink coffee, so I’m not sure about that.)
Comfortable beds are in various rooms, and of
course, TV’s are included if anyone decides to
spend any time indoors. (Other than sleeping, we
were never in the cabin.)

If you encounter high wind and waves as we
did our first year, there is still a lot of nearby activ-
ities to keep you busy. Within 20 miles of the
resort, we visited dozens of small and large water-
falls, most along the road, or just a short walk
down a trail to scenic beauty. You can hear the roar
of the falls as you get close. 

We drove a bit further and arrived at Lake
Superior. We found a parking spot and walked the
shoreline picking up colorful rocks, driftwood,
and beach glass. The wind, which made fishing
difficult, caused the waves crashing along the
shore to remind us of our walks along the ocean.
After we left the Great Lake, we drove through the
Porcupine Mountains. This was a beautiful drive.
We were alone on the road and I was able to drive
slowly while we looked for wildlife. We saw deer,
squirrel, a few grouse, and lots of other birds. 

This year, the lake was fairly calm and we were
able to fish with no problem. Tim guided us one
day and took us to several of his “hot spots”. (He

Return to the Timbers Resort
August of last year found us on the road

through Wisconsin to the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. Once again, we were traveling to The
Timbers Resort on beautiful Lake Gogebic. We
made our first visit in the fall of 2015 and enjoyed
it so much we decided to return.

We first met Sarah Long, owner of Timbers
Resort along with Tim her husband, at the Boat,
Sport, and Travel Show in Indianapolis, in
February of ’15. Tim was not there with her. Since
Timbers is a year round resort, he had to stay in
Michigan and run the facility. We talked with
Sarah on several different days at the Show, read
their literature, and looked through their pictures.
Since my job as an outdoor/travel writer requires
me to visit a variety of places offering outdoor
activities, we decided this camp would be on our
list that year. It turned out to be a great choice and
we returned again in 2016.

Lake Gogebic is Michigan’s largest inland
lake, covering almost 14,000 acres in the far
northwest corner of the Upper Peninsula. The
Timbers Resort is located on the northern end of
this large lake, in the town of Bergland. Gogebic
offers outstanding fishing for walleye, small-
mouth bass, northern pike, and jumbo perch. Open
water or ice fishing will produce a lot of angling
opportunities here. As you read this, ice anglers
are probably pulling in huge perch within sight of
the camp, snowmobilers are zipping across the
lake, and skiers are enjoying their sport.

The Timbers offers 11 completely furnished
cabins accommodating up to 10 persons. They
include indoor plumbing, showers, and full
kitchen facilities with fridge, sink, stove,

With Rich Creason

Outdoors
We took a walk along this shoreline of Lake Superior, just 20 miles from the resort.

A nice mess of walleye in Timbers Resort fish house.

Just one of the many gorgeous falls within easy driving distance of the Timbers Resort.

Two jumbo perch from Lake Gogebic ice.

OUR MOTTO
YOU WANT IT - WE CAN GET IT
YOU BREAK IT - WE CAN FIX IT

Most all Makes & Models

25yrs of Technical Service we R
Equipped enough for the BIG needs
Stay small enough for YOUR needs

FISHING BOATS

Just 15 minutes outside Muncie, IN @
6700 S CR 560 EAST, SELMA, IN

765-286-4976

SSSSAAAALLEESSSS            SSSSEERRVVIICCEE            RREENNTTAAAALLSSSS

• WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF RIFLES, 
SHOTGUNS, HANDGUNS & AR’S

• OUR SHELVES ARE FULL OF AMMO, 
OPTICS & ACCESSORIES

• WE HAVE EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
HUNTING, FISHING & SHOOTING NEEDS

• NOW BUYING GINSENG & YELLOW ROOT
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less deer hunter, a commercial flashes on extolling
the merits of avoiding the public humiliation of hav-
ing skin like lizard scales. Then, the announcer takes
thirty seconds to warn about the potential side effects
of using the product. The final analysis; this stuff can
kill you. By the time the commercial ends, I need to
relax by watching the remaining procedure in remov-
ing the errant arrow. Such common fare kind of
makes the old werewolf movies seem like nursery
rhymes. Inevitably, the day will come when the
home shopping channels will join in the fun. I fore-
see the following products being advertised.

“For those shoppers who suffer from abdominal
pains and life threatening infections comes this
amazing new product: The Home Appendix
Removal Kit. No longer will the sufferer have to go
through the drudgery of doctor visits and a lengthy
hospital stay. With the help of a friend, you can per-
form you own appendectomy in the comfort of your
home. Included are all the necessary surgical instru-
ments, a generic anesthesia that leaves no unpleasant
after effects and a complete booklet of step by step
instructions. With only a clean sheet and a kitchen
table at least six feet long, you can begin to enjoy a
pain free life style at a fraction of the normal cost (a
scene flashes on of a happy elderly couple dancing
through a field of buttercups).

For the gear head, one of the more popular shows
is one called “Overhaulin’ where a poor unsuspect-
ing victims car is supposedly stolen and completely
customized over a seven day period. Then the lucky
owner is re-united with his or her custom amid a
storm of happy tears and exclamations of gratitude.
As for me, after being told by a fake customs agent
that my car had been found in a Mexican hack shop,
whoever pulled off the hoax had better be able to out-
run a load of OO buckshot. 

Perhaps the day will come when the average guy
can buy his own Overhaulin’ kit.

“Do you enjoy heavy automotive work while at
the same time having a little fun? Then the
Overhaulin’ kit is for you. Steal your neighbors car
under a false pretense and go to work turning that
plain 2015 Cadillac into something he’ll be proud to
drive. Watch his eyes light up and be prepared to be
the center of attention when you deliver the finished
product to his driveway. Included are all the neces-
sary hammers, drills, hack saws, welding equipment
and enough aerosol spray cans in the color of your
choice to cover an average sized SUV. Order today
and take advantage of our special rebate offer. Your
savings will go a long way toward the legal fees in
case your neighbor doesn’t appreciate your efforts.
This offer void where prohibited”.

Somewhere in this vast waste land there has to be
a ray of hope much like we had as kids when threat-
ened with the boogeyman. Where are Roy Rogers
and Howdy Doody when we need them?

Winter Months And T.V.
(These days the idea of t.v. entertainment seems

to involve something bizarre, like an appendix being
removed or a tattooed, hairy knuckle dragger re-pos-
sessing someone’s car. Kinda makes you wish for a
return of the Benny Hill show.)

I hate to harp on a well worn subject, but now that
we’re into the cold winter days, the lake is frozen
over, the fish are in hibernation and I’m spending
time in front on the television. I’m also beginning to
develop an attitude. And, it’s not a good one. As kids
we used to scare each other with tales of the boogey-
man. For years I wondered how those creatures of
the night made a living, other than hiding in closets
and under beds and scaring me. Now I know. They
went to work for the TV networks as program direc-
tors and devised what is known as Reality TV. Now,
instead of lurking in the shadows and terrorizing
kids, they ply their trade in the open and call it
Homes And Garden TV (HGTV), Overhaulin’,
Monster House, The Bachelor, and the king of all,
Survivor. I envision these ex-boogeymen squatting
around a smoldering fire at night, cackling and con-
juring up more and more “entertainment” for us
unsuspecting house bound victims.

We sit like bugs attracted to a light as supposedly
everyday people slice and chop, beat and hammer,
tear down, and rant and rave at each other. After a
few hours of this fare I sit in a corner in the fetal
position with my thumb in my mouth muttering
“There’s no such thing as boogeymen”. But now I
know better. They’ve simply shed their smelly,
ragged clothes and are now dressed in custom tai-
lored suits and Italian calf skin shoes. Perhaps this
fare wouldn’t be so bad if they weren’t sponsored by
products that scare the viewer more than the main
program. For instance, a treatment for flaky skin
finances a show about the emergency room at a
major hospital. After watching an arrow being
removed from a posterior, being put there by a care-

by Dan Graves

Misfires & Snags

Top Photo:  Some of the Timbers Resort cabins.
Middle Photo:  This sign makes it easy to find the resort
when coming into Bergland.
Bottom Photo:  Three of the 10 bears we photographed
while eating at Konteka restaurant, just a short drive from
Timbers Resort.

DDaallee  HHaarrddyy  SSuupppplliieess
Just 2 Miles North of US 24 on US 35

Logansport,  Indiana
((557744))  775533-66884433

• Houndsmen Dog Boxes • Cajun Lights
• Nite Lites • Hunting & Trapping Supplies

• Diamond Dog Food
• Red Wing Shoes • Carhartts

• Horse Supplies & Tack • Custom Leather

dalehardy_supplies@hotmail.com

Monday - Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-5

Closed Sunday

Pioneer Village
Ethanol-Free Gas

Hot Food

Propane

and Lots MoreFishing License

Bio-Diesel

Firewood

Live Bait

Jct of Hwy 256 & Hardy Lake Road
812-794-2769

JOHN’S
GUN & TACKLE

OWEN’S DOG BOXES
HUNTING LIGHTS / DAN’S HUNTING CLOTHES

GARMIN TRACKING SYS. / DOG LEADS & COLLARS

ARCHERY SUPPLIES / BOWTECH BOWS
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE / TECHNO HUNTING SYS.

MUCK BOOTS / RELOADING SUPPLIES
LONG GUNS / HAND GUNS / AMMO

FISHING TACKLE, SUPPLIES & LIVE BAIT

Owners: John & Cora Durham
Manager:  Enos Amburgey

HOURS:  Monday thru Saturday 8 am - 6 pm  
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

200 N. Highway 3 & 7
North Vernon, IN 47265

812-352-7075

empty spot near the window to take pictures. This
only lasts until hunting season starts. Then the bru-
ins stay in the woods until after dark. We returned
a couple nights later and saw a sow with four cubs,
a very rare sight. And the food was great!

Besides the fishing, the Timbers Resort offers
outstanding bear hunting, grouse, small game, and
ducks. Tim guides both fishing and hunting. Boat
and motor rental, live bait and two 125’ docks are

available. If you are interested in hard water fish-
ing, Guy Sibley, (www.fishwithguy.com) guides
ice anglers from Timbers during the winter season.

If you want to learn more about The Timbers
Resort, you can meet Sarah and talk with her at the
Timbers Resort booth at the Deer and Turkey
Expo the second weekend of the Indianapolis
Boat, Sport and Travel Show on February 23rd
through the 26th. If you can’t make the Expo, con-

tact them at
fishhuntstay@thetimbersresort.com or visit
their website at www.thetimbersresort.com.
Whether you want to enjoy fishing, hunting, ski-
ing, snowmobiling, hiking, sightseeing, or just
relaxing, you can do it all at Timbers. Sign up
soon before all the best dates are taken.

The author may be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com. 



FEBRUARY 2017PAGE 20 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

by Marshall Smith
Gunsmith, NRA Life Member, Retired LEO

Prairie Wolf Gun Repair
Random Notes from:

GUNSMITHING
The bolt in your shotgun or rifle is frozen.  You

can't open or close it.  What happened? 
I've seen this in the shop with rifles and shot-

guns.  Thankfully, none of the guns required major
parts replacement. So, what happened?  In all but
one case the bolts were glued into the position I
found them.  A complete disassembly revealed
that the gun recently had screws in the receiver
cemented in place with Permatex® or Loctite®.
Blue thread locker, which is a medium hold thread
locker, is commonly used to lock the screws in
place and avoid backing out during the hunt or at
the range.  Rifles and shotgun receivers that have
been drilled and tap at the factory for a scope
mount will have been drilled through the receivers
except when drilled and tapped over the chamber.
The Chamber and Barrel are never drilled
through.  These guns had not been disassembled
when the thread locker was applied to the screws
and into the tapped holes of the receiver and that
blue glue just loves to spread itself over every-

thing it can find.  The bolt, firing pins, main
springs, locking lugs, and receiver walls being
excellent candidates through those open holes.
Either Permatex® or Loctite® is an excellent
choice for thread locking screws and bolts and
works well on gluing some metal parts together.
The blue Permatex® or Loctite®, will harden
whenever there is air present and can wedge a bolt
body against the receiver walls and make it
unmovable.  So when using a thread locker on
your guns to secure a screw, disassemble the gun
first, apply the Permatex® or Loctite® and clean
up the excess per the manufacturer's instructions
and let it set for 24 hours before reassembling the
gun.  That may save you a trip to the gunsmith.
I've included a few pictures of how well the thread
locker Blue can get into all the cracks and crevices
in a receiver and the bolt.

Cautionary note!  Permatex® and Loctite® are
sold in Green, Purple, Blue,  and Red formula-
tions.  The Red formulations require heat to soft-
en it for removal or disassembly of the parts.  The
Loctite® Red 271® is a permanent thread locking
adhesive.  I use it to permanently bond metal
parts, such as when I've made knurled thumb
screws on the lathe. Unless the parts are subjected
to extreme heat, 420 degrees Fahrenheit or more,
they won't be coming apart. There are other thread
locking adhesives available on the market that
work just as well and require just as much or more
heat to soften.  Be sure to read the directions care-
fully.  Some appear to be removable but are not.
Some gun enthusiasts will use fingernail polish to
lock a screw or part in place.  Another cautionary
note here, DO NOT PUT ON THREADS.  Like
any permanent adhesive, the fingernail polish will
harden when dry and will be very difficult to
remove without heat.  I know you are thinking “I
can just use fingernail polish remover.”  That will
work if the nail polish is just on the surface and
not on the screw threads.  If it is on the threads it

Left Photo:  Here is a picture of the blue Loctite® inside the receiver and on the bolt.  Center Photo:  This is the bolt and firing pin.  The pin was cemented inside the bolt and
wouldn't budge.  Heat was needed to loosen the firing pin for removal.  Right Photo:  This picture is looking down into the trigger group. The blue loctite has migrated onto
the top of the hammer.  Luckily it had not gotten further into the trigger group.  (Author Photos)

dries to a solid bond similar to the permanent
thread lockers.  Whatever you use to stop the
screws from backing out, use it sparingly.

Gun Control and Constitutional Carry
The Constitutional Carry movement in Indiana

will have another chance at getting a bill passed
and sent to the Governor in 2017.  State
Representative Jim Lucas, Republican from
Seymour, Indiana, plans to reintroduce his bill
allowing Indiana residents to carry a handgun
without having to apply for a “License to Carry
Permit”.  My feelings on this bill is conflicted.
Having sworn to uphold and defend the U.S.
Constitution and the Indiana Constitution of
which both guarantee certain rights, I feel that
there should be some way to insure that the people
carrying a handgun concealed or otherwise, has
the training to effectively and safely use a hand-
gun.  All the laws in the nation can’t ensure that
someone is responsible, and trained in when to use
and not to use a lethal force.  Current Indiana
License to Carry permit holders and applicants are
not required to show any proof of training in the
use of firearms or even a working knowledge of
Indiana law.  I would like to see everyone who
intends to own a firearm be trained in the safe han-
dling of a gun.  The law as to when and when not
to use a gun.  I guess what I’m saying is that it
doesn’t matter if there is or isn’t a permit require-
ment.  It’s more important that there be some type
of training required to possess a gun.  Maybe a
gun driving test? What do you think?

Quote of the Month
"God grants liberty only to those who love it,

and are always ready to guard and defend it."
- Daniel Webster

That's all for this month.  These notes are mine
alone and do not represent the opinion or position
of anyone, just me.  If you have a question or a

Frame’s Outdoor

855 South State Road 101
Liberty, IN 47353

Call: 765-458-7227

• Fishing • Hunting
•Rifles •Shotguns •Gun Safes 

• Camping • Firewood
• Archery Range • Live Bait  
• Western Wear & Gifts

Whitewater State Park 
Brookville Lake

Hunting & Fishing Headquarters
Deer and Turkey Check-In Station

Website:  www.frames-outdoor.com
E-mail:  framesoutdoor@aol.com

Master Licensed In Kentucky & Indiana Since 1981

Service Calls • New Construction
Service Upgrades • Electrical Repairs

Bucket Truck Service Available
Remodeling • Maintenance Repairs

BONDED • INSURED
RESIDENTIAL

& COMMERCIAL WIRING

812-8866-55749  •  877-9966-55749  •  CELL:  812-5599-44657

24-Hour Emergency
Service

SSppeecciiaall iizz iinngg  IInn   HHiissttoorr iiccaall   HHoommeess  MMaaddiissoonn’’ss   EExxppeerrtt   EElleeccttrr iiccaall   TTeeaamm



comment on guns, gunsmithing, gun rights, or,
would like to just make a comment email me with
your comments at
PrairieWolfGuns@gmail.com. I'll try and
answer your questions as best I can and some
answers may be included in this column.

Remember, Be Safe, Be Aware, Be Responsible
Marshall
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This is looking into the receiver with the bolt and trigger
group removed.  It's easy to see the 4 screws and where
the blue Loctite® has hardened wedging the bolt and
receiver together.  (Author Photo)

by Dr. Fred Philips, DVM

Indiana State
Trappers Association

Only Beaver Season still Open
If it is early February or late January, Please note

that there will be an ISTA fur sale on FEBRUARY
11, 2017 at the Miami County 4-H Fairgrounds,
1079 W. 200 N., Peru, IN  46970.   The doors will
open at 8 am with a setup similar to last year where
the fur moves toward the sellers sitting at the east
end.  Everything else should work out as it did last
year.  Bring that extra skin or two to donate to the
ISTA so that we will be able to continue to do what
we do.  Also, we are looking for eight (8) vendors /
tailgater's willing to pay $25 for a @12’ X 12’ spot
inside the building to sell whatever they have to
offer.  Tables and chairs will be provided.  They will
be against the north and south walls of this building.
Their fees will essentially pay for our use of the
building.  Tube steaks, buns, condiments, coffee and
soft drinks will be provided as usual and Free Will
offerings / donations toward them will be accepted.
We could use some new blood to help run this event,
especially, a couple of teams to list the fur and help
out in general in moving the fur.  Let us know at the
door or give me a call at 765.938.1806.  

As January comes to an end, the only seasons left
open are for Beaver, and maybe Otter.  You need to
be paying attention to the Otter total as the IDNR is
only allowing 600 for the season.  Last year, the
Otter season closed right toward the end of

February, first of March, while beaver continued on
till March 15th.  Everything else was done January
31st.  That gives you 10 days to get your furs in
order for the Fur Sale.  We will accept thawed ani-
mals in the round, (those that have not been
skinned), green skins, (That is those that have not
been scraped / stretched/ or dried) , and of course
completely stretched and dried skins that are ready
to go to market.  Don’t forget your belly sticks /
wedges, if you are using solid wood fur forms.  If
you do not have at least one belly stick, the skin will
probably dry tight to the form and you may have a
hard time getting it off the form.  I have even seen
people put a stick on the belly and the back to be
sure that they can get the skin off the form.
Sometime they put a wedge from the bottom, up,
AND from the top, down.  If you forgot, and the skin
is tight to the form and you cannot budge it, the best
remedy is to take a towel, soak it with warm water,
and wrap the skin and form up in it.  Leave it be for
10 to 15 minutes and then try to remove the skin
again.  Repeat as necessary to soften the skin and get
it to come off the form.  Now once you have the skin
off the form, put it back onto the form WITH a belly
wedge, or two, and let it dry again.

Usually each wooden fur form comes with a belly
wedge.  The belly wedge is just a smooth piece of
wood, maybe 3/8” thick and tapering from @1/2”
tall to a rounded point at the other end.  Once you
have your fleshed skin pulled over the form, snugged
down, and pinned into place, the belly wedge is slid
between the skin and the form, usually on the belly
side of the skin, from the rear to the nose, to raise a
bit of a tent the whole length of the skin.  If you still
are having problems getting the fur off of the forms,
try placing another wedge, alongside the first, only
going from the nose to the tail.  If you run out of
wedges, 3/8” smooth fiberglass electric fence posts
will work.  The corners of plastic clothes hangers are
great for opening up the legs on coyotes and fox.
Any long, small diameter, non-rusting material will
work.  Be imaginative.  You got this.

Watch your top knot.  Keep your eyes along the
skyline.

Fred “DR” Philips, DVM
Pres. ISTA

TELEPHONE:  (765) 855-1450
TOLL FREE:  1-888-860-8253

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLEErnest McCleery, Lexington, IN (812-866-4510)

DEALERS
See Their Advertisement in The Gad-a-bout
John’s Gun & Tackle, Red Barn Bait Shop, Scott’s
Ace Hardware & Tolliver’s Hunting & Fishing

TRAPS & MORE

Traps 12/12/36

Squirrel Assist
Skinner

Fish Basket

Easy Transfer Roll Cage
19/22 Sliding Door

CUSTOM HOG & BEEF PROCESSING
“Venison Sausage and Hams”

Custom Curing
Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacons

CATERING
(765) 478-3426      1-800-846-6328

www.rihmfoods.com

Riverside Sporting Goods

1811 N. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46952 • 765-662-1590

Family Owned & Operated
Manager:  Chad Phillips

Fishing • Live Bait • Tackle • Propane
Ice • Hunting • Guns • Ammo • Archery

Personal Protection • Canoe Rental
U-Haul Rental - 765-664-7939

Your Local Full Service Butcher Shop

French’s Locker LLC
106 Sycamore Street
Batesville, in 47006

(812) 934-2902
WWW.FRENCHSLOCKER.COM

BBeeeeff,,  PPoorrkk,,  SShheeeepp,,  GGooaatt  &&  DDeeeerr  PPrroocceessssiinngg
LLooccaallllyy  GGrroowwnn  11//44,,  11//22  oorr  WWhhoollee  BBeeeeff

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  11//22  oorr  WWhhoollee  PPoorrkk

BUY    SELL    TRADE
Pistols / Handguns / Rifles / Shotguns
2213 S. Scatterfield Ste. #6, Anderson, IN 46016

Phone: 765-646-9000 / Fax: 765-646-9010
Hrs. M-F 10am-6pm / Sat. 10am-5pm / Closed Sun.

FACE BOOK: 9-GUNS
WEBSITE: www.9-guns.com

E-MAIL: contact@9-guns.com

PLEASE SUPPORT ALL THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE
THIS PUBLICATION POSSIBLE

THE GAD-A-BOUT WILL ONLY EXIST FOR AS LONG AS
THE ADVERTISERS REMAIN IN THE GAD-A-BOUT!!
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Troyer’s Country Store & Bakery
28 Deli Meats

45 Cheeses
Weekly Deli Specials

Daily Sandwich Specials
Roll Butter

Deli Hours: 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-Fri / 8 am-3:30 pm Sat / Closed Sun
8 mi. North of Greensburg or 10 mi. South of Rushville on SR3

Call: 765-629-2604

TOLLIVERS
Hunting & Fishing Supplies

Directions: From Salem: go 135 N 12 mi., turn
east bottom of Milport Knobs, go 3/10 mile.
From Brownstown: go 135 S. approx. 10 mi.,
then same as above.

(812) 358-4867 or 1-800-238-0358

• Guns  • Ammo  
• Camo Clothing   

• Live Bait  • Parker Bows
See  Us  For  All  Your  Archery  Needs

Like a
good neighbor

State Farm
is there

www.carlsharp.com

®

CARL SHARP
27 W. Union St.Liberty, IN

458-5574 or 
800-974-5574

State Farm
Insurance Companies
Home Office
Bloomington, Illinois

RW GUNSMITH SHOP
AGI CERTIFIED

RICCI WILLIS
Owner

6491 S. GREENSBORO PIKE
KNIGHTSTOWN, IN 46148

765-345-7935
HOURS:  MON. 1:00 - 7:00 PM

TUES.- WED.- THURS. 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
1st Place N of Kennard Rd on W Side, Look for sign on Pole Barn

cent to the entrance to the Miami University Yager
Stadium.  Lucy pulled the red sheet to reveal Weeb's
statue.  Lucy said, "It's great. It looks exactly like him." 

Under the statue is says, "1907-1998 Wilbur Charles
"Weeb" Ewbank (1928 Graduate) Miami University,
Three-Sport Star at Miami.  Served in World War II.
Only coach to lead teams from both National and
American Football Leagues to World Championships:
Baltimore Colts (1958 & '59) and The New York Jets
(1968).  NFL Coach of the Year (1958).  Inducted into
Pro Football Hall Of Fame in 1978." 

(See photo on cover of Sherry and I standing next to
Weeb's statue.)

We got a Christmas letter from Lucy Ewbank sent out
to Family and Friends on November 26, 2010.

"Dear Family and Friends,
I recently moved to my own apartment in assisted liv-

ing at the Knolls of Oxford.
I am very comfortable in my new home and am

enjoying someone else cooking and doing my laundry.
At 104, I think I deserve that! I have many friends at the
Knolls, so I have lots of visitors each day.

2010 has been a wonderful and busy year. Not only
because of the move, but also Weeb was honored twice
in the past few months. First by the New York Jets, Weeb
was recognized as an inaugural member of their "Ring of
Honor."  Although I couldn't attend several family mem-
bers were there to represent Weeb. The Jets did send a
film crew to Oxford to record my inputs which were
shown at halftime as part of the induction ceremony.
Additionally, Miami University here in Oxford is honor-
ing members of the Cradle of Coaches with life size
bronze statues and Weeb was one of the first 3 of 8
coaches to be honored. It was wonderful weekend with
my 3 daughters and other family members in attendance.

I am in good health and still keep busy playing bridge
and attending various social functions at the Knolls.

I enjoy hearing from family and friends although I
can't guarantee a written response as it has become more
difficult for me to write. However, please keep the corre-
spondence coming as I look forward to hearing from you.

I wish you and yours a Happy and Healthy Holiday
Season and a rewarding 2011.

Fondly,
Lucy"
In late summer 2011 I was returning from a trip to

Cincinnati to visit Hank Stock (aka Golden Eagle) one
of the writers who appeared in The Gad-a-bout.  I decid-
ed to find the Knolls of Oxford and see if Lucy was
home.  I found the Knolls, went into the office and
inquired if I could visit with Lucy Ewbank.  I explained
to them I was Lucy's cousin from Indiana and wanted to
stop by and visit for a spell.  The lady gave me direc-
tions, so I drove to her area, finding her apartment,
which was very nice.  I rang the bell, but evidently Lucy
was out.  The lady in the office had said that Lucy
belonged to 3 different bridge clubs.  So I got a copy of
the latest issue of The Gad-a-bout, wrote a short note on
it that I had been there to visit.  I left my phone number
and signed my name.  Then I left for home.  A few days
later when I got to my office there was a message from
Lucy telling me she had been away from home playing
bridge, she asked me to call her.  

She didn't record her phone number and I didn't have
it either.  I got busy with the paper and time passed.

Lucy passed away on January 16, 2012 at the age of
105.  Lucy and Weeb had been married for 72 years.

I didn't find out about Lucy's passing for quite a long
time afterwards.  I have come to the conclusion I let too
many things go and live to regret it later.

I printed the following off the internet.
A memorial service was held at 11 a.m., Saturday,

January 21, 2012, at the Ogle & Paul R. Young Funeral
Home, Oxford, with reception immediately following
the service at the Knolls of Oxford Clubhouse.  Aprivate
burial was held at the convenience of the family.

Resting peacefully now side by side is Weeb and
Lucy Ewbank.  I visited their grave site shortly there
after in the Oxford Cemetery.  

This past Tuesday, January 3rd, I was in Oxford on
purpose to try to find Luanne, one of Weeb and Lucy's
daughters. My purpose if I could locate her, I wanted a
family member to read my story.  I remembered she
lived in Oxford at one time.  I had no clue how to find
her. There wasn't any listing in the phone book.  I knew
where the Oxford Presbyterian church was where
Weeb's service had been held in 1998, so I stopped at the

Weeb & Lucy Ewbank
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

church.  A nice young lady asked if she could help me.
I showed her Weeb's funeral service pamphlet and the
listing of Luanne, asking her if she could help me find
Luanne.  I asked if the Reverend Barnes or Foster was
still at the church, but they weren't there any longer.  

Bridgite, the young lady, said the name wasn't famil-
iar, but she could take my information and have it
checked in the church record.  I retrieved a copy of my
January Gad-a-bout from the van and circled my contact
information on page 3 so she could contact me.  I
thanked her and left for home.

The next day at my office I got an e-mail from
Bridgite Dickerson, the young lady at the church.  I
noted quite astonishingly the young lady's last name at
the end of the e-mail was the same as mine, Dickerson.
What a coincidence!  

Her message told me that Luanne had passed away.  
I sent a reply to Bridgite thanking her for her quick

response.  I also told her I was surprised to find out her
and my last name was the same.  I told her I would drop
off a copy of my February issue next week on Friday the
13th, when I was in that area delivering.  

There is one mistake I can’t ever correct, once I got to
know Weeb and Lucy Ewbank I let their friendship go, by
not taking the time to visit them more often.  Precious time
passed and I was too busy to notice it until it was too late,
especially with Lucy when I didn’t return her call......! 

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

COMMUNITY SUCCESS STORY
“When we diagnosed bovine TB in the first herd

in April, we saw the 3-mile surveillance program as
a challenge,” said Dr. Bret Marsh, Indiana State
Veterinarian. “When we found the TB-positive
whitetail that expanded the circle to 10 miles in
August, this job seemed overwhelming.

“But the community truly came together to help
our team make this happen. The cattle producers and
private veterinarians stepped up when we told them
we need all eligible cattle tested by year-end. And,
with their help, we met that goal. We also identified
more, non-registered herds, which we are working to
finish in our January buffer period.”

Marsh extended his gratitude to the local officials
and community partners who helped with logistics,
from securing funds to providing staging space at the
local fairgrounds. Beyond the BOAH team, who
worked hundreds of hours in the surveillance zone,
USDA teams were deployed to help, along with low-
level offenders from Indiana Department of
Correction.

DNR Director Cam Clark added praise
for the deer-hunting community.

“The deer hunting community truly made this ini-
tiative a success,” Clark said. “Their willingness to
answer the call by presenting their harvested deer for
testing was astounding. This significant response
eliminated the need to hire outside shooters to assist
with collecting samples.

“I also want to thank all of the DNR staff who
worked tirelessly to manage this program. I am very
proud of their effort.”

About Bovine TB
Bovine tuberculosis is a chronic bacterial disease

that affects primarily cattle, but can be transmitted to
any warm-blooded animal. TB is difficult to diag-
nose through clinical signs alone. In the early stages
of the disease, clinical signs are not visible. Later,
signs may include: emaciation, lethargy, weakness,
anorexia, low-grade fever and pneumonia with a
chronic, moist cough. Lymph node enlargement may
also be present. Cattle owners who notice these signs
in their livestock should contact their private veteri-
narian.

More information about the disease and the inves-
tigation, as it develops, including email updates, is
available on the BOAH website at:
www.boah.in.gov.

INDIANAPOLIS BOAT, SPORT & 
TRAVEL SHOW FEB 17-26, 2017

Renfro’s Indianapolis Boat, Sport and Travel
Show happen again at the Indiana State Fairgrounds
February 17-26, 2017.  To find out more details go
online and log onto their website http://indi-
anapolisboatsportandtravelshow.com/show-info.
I won’t have a booth at the show this year, however
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providing quality used auto parts for 27 years

Underwood
Auto Parts

CALL or
FAX
order

OVER 10ACRES OFCARS &TRUCKS

local 812-752-2226
fax 812-752-6308

TOLL FREE 1-800-628-7858
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

One of Midwest’s cleanest salvage yards!
***ASK  ABOUT  OUR  PROMPT  DELIVERY  SERVICE***

www.underwoodautoparts.com
Find our store on eBay:  underwoodautoparts
SAVE 20% WITH THIS AD / limit 1 per order

THE GUN DEN
Buy - Sell - Trade

337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville, IN 46176
(317) 398-3852

FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & HUNTING NEEDS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.thegundenonline.com

A Large Selection of Kimbers in Stock

ALL LONG GUNS ON SALE

We do special orders and layaways

War souvenirs
See Miles or Sharrie

216 South 8th Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
INCENSE-
AND LOTS MORE

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thur & Sat 6:00 am to 2:00 pm
Friday 6:00 am to 6:00 pm

Daily Homemade Specials
Breakfast & Lunch “Served All Day”

Dine In
or

Carry Out

Owners:  James & Michelle Miller

We Shop
Local
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723 S. 5th Street
Turn right off “G” St. Bridge

Richmond, IN 47374
765-935-2528
“Free Drink” 

With Purchase Of
“A Daily Special”

Parkside Marine and More owners, Jeff and Dianna
Koester will have The Gad-a-bout show issues with
their boats in the West Pavilion.  

I am in contact with some outdoor booths who
may want to have The Gad-a-bout at their booth.  I
will list them in my March Gad-a-bout which will be
printed February 14th just prior to the beginning of
the Indy show.  I will list the booth (s) on page 4.
You can log onto my website
www.thegadabout.com, open the March issue on
page 4 to see who will have copies of the February
and March Gad-a-bouts at the Indy Sport Show.

Following are some photos from the 2016
Renfro’s Indianapolis Boat, Sport and Travel Show.

EASTERN INDIANA GEM & 
GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY (EIGGS)

44TH ANNUAL SPRING SHOW
MARCH 3-5, 2017

The EIGGS Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, Fossil Show
& Sale will be held at the Wayne County Fairground
March 3-5, 2017 in the Kuhlman Center.  Friday and
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.  See Page 8 in this issue for an article on this
years show with pictures from the 2016 show.  The
advertisement is also on Page 8.
19TH ANNUAL INDIANAPOLIS SPRING

TREASURES OF THE EARTH GEM &
JEWELRY SHOWS MARCH 31 - APR 2

Van and Rose Wimmer, owners of the Treasures
of the Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows are having their
19th Annual Indianapolis Spring Show at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis March 31 - April 2,
2017.  See Page 9 in this issue for an article on this
years show with pictures from their October Fall
show in 2016.

Hope to many readers of The Gad-a-bout at these
two Gem shows in 2017.  

The Trout Pond is always popular with the children visiting
the Indy Sport Show.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources is a big part
of the show showing many wild creatures for you to view.

Speaking of wild creatures, here is my lovely wife Sherry,
who recently retired from Reid Health in Richmond, IN.  She
is standing next to a stuffed Bison in the 2016 DNR display.
This one reminds me of the Buffalo Riders of long ago.
(Photos by Ray Dickerson)

The Potawatomi Trail of Death is
a Regional Historic Trail 

Part 2
By Shirley Willard

They traveled nine miles and camped at Mud
Creek the second night. There the first death
occurred, a Potawatomi baby. From the diary we
can't be certain if the baby was buried beside the
road at Mud Creek or was taken with them to
Logansport, the next evening's camp. George
Winter, the frontier artist, sketched the camp at
Mud Creek and did not record anything about a
burial. Winter's sketch shows Indians sitting by
cooking fires with iron tripods holding small ket-
tles. These cooking irons were probably placed in
the wagons during the day, as Tipton recorded that
there were 286 horses and 70 wagons.

The Indians with their escorts camped beside
Horney Creek at the south edge of Logansport,
where the hospital stands today. So many Indians,
over 300, were sick that a temporary tent hospital
was set up and physicians were called in. Four
children died while at the Logansport camp. On
Sunday Bishop Simon Brute and Father Benjamin
M. Petit held Mass for the Potawatomi, and
George Winter sketched that scene also. On the
wooden stage erected for the Mass is Abram
Burnett, assisting with the Mass. He was a full-
blood Potawatomi, the same age as Father Petit
and a close friend to him.

On Monday September 10 they started west,
leaving behind a family of sick Potawatomi in a
cabin they built especially for them. (Letter by
John Tipton Sept. 10, 1838, Camp Logan) George
Winter again sketched the Potawatomi as they
marched out of Logansport, following the north
side of the Wabash River and then the towpath of
the Wabash & Erie Canal. They traveled 10 miles
and camped that night at Chief Winnemac's old
abandoned village in Carroll County on Towpath
Road.

The Trail of Death diary kept by Jesse C.
Douglas, who later was editor of the Logansport
Telegraph, does not go into great detail, but it does
state the location of each camp, the distance trav-
eled, and how many died each day. The diary is
sometimes ascribed to John Tipton and William
Polke, but not having good handwriting, Polke
hired Douglas as his personal secretary or scribe.

On September 11 they traveled 11 miles in
Carroll County and camped at Pleasant Run, a tiny
stream situated at the edge of present Pittsburg.

Trail of Death ceremony at Chief Menominee monument,
Plymouth, Indiana, 1988. From left: Father Georges Mattieu,
George Schricker, and Bill Wamego. Mattieu was Prairie
Band Potawatomi, oldest Potawatomi priest in U.S.
Schricker wrote a song about Menominee. Wamego is
descended from Chief Wamego who was on the 1838 Trail
of Death. (Photo from www.potawatomi-tda.org)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24



FEBRUARY 2017PAGE 24 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

defeated in 1811, which was 27 years previous.
Some of the marchers had been in that battle.

For September 12 the diarist Douglas wrote "at
half past 8 o'clock we struck our tents and started
on the march. At 11 we reached and forded the
Tippecanoe River. A little after 12 we passed the
Battle Ground and at 1 arrived at our present
encampment…. A very old woman -- the mother
of the chief We-wiss-sa -- said to be upwards of an
hundred years old, died since coming into camp."

As they marched near Lafayette, Sanford Cox
and other settlers rode out and watched. In 1860
Cox wrote a book, Old Settlers, and included a sad
description of what he saw that day, the tears on
the cheeks of the maidens, the old men glancing
toward the sky to implore their Creator. It was as
sad as a funeral procession, he wrote.

The following day, September 13, they contin-
ued, traveling 18 miles and that night they camped
at the village of LaGrange, a town which no
longer exists. It was on the banks of the Wabash
River on the county line between Tippecanoe and
Warren counties. Heat and excessive dust made
the journey unpleasant. Two physicians were
called in and reported 106 cases of sickness.

Still following the Wabash River, they entered
Warren County September 14. The diary records:
"Our party continues to mend in health.
Occasionally, however, and indeed not unfre-
quently, persons thro' weariness and fatigue take
sick along the route. This occupies much of our
time. We place them in the wagons which are
every day becoming more crowded and proceed.”
At 4 p.m. they  reached Williamsport, making 18
miles of travel. Two deaths took place in the
evening.
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Early on the morning of September 15, they
were on their way and traveled till 12 noon, when
they camped at a filthy looking stream, where they
felt forced to camp as no other water was avail-
able. This place is near the Gopher Hill Cemetery,
three miles south of Johnsonville, on 900 West,
which is only a mile and a half east of the state
line. The diary said they traveled about 10 miles
and that two children died along the road.

When we dedicated the historical marker there
at Gopher Hill Cemetery, Mrs. Cable Ball attend-
ed, as well as several Potawatomi who had ances-
tors on the Trail of Death. Mrs. Ball's husband was
the great grandson of George Winter, the artist.
Through her efforts, the Winter sketches and
paintings have been saved and published in books,
including Indiana and a Changing Frontier - The
Art of George Winter by the Indiana Historical
Society in 1993.

On September 16 when they left Indiana, the
diary states: "At 8 o'clock we were loaded and in
our saddles. Seven persons were left sick in camp,
among the number a woman who was about to be
confined (give birth). A few minutes travel
brought us to the Grand Prairie, a portion of which
we passed over, arriving at our present encamp-
ment at Danville, Ill., at about 3 o'clock. The heat
along with the dust is daily rendering our marches
more distressing. The horses are jaded, the Indians
sickly and many of the persons engaged in the
emigration more or less sick. The whole country
through which we pass appear to be afflicted -
every town, village and hamlet has its invalids. We
traveled today 15 miles, passing the dividing line
between the two states about 11 ½ o'clock. We
find provisions and forage, the further we
advance, demanding most enormous prices. It is
worthy of remark, perhaps, that such a season for
sickness in this country is almost unparalleled. In
the little town, adjoining which we are now
encamped, containing a population of from eight
hundred to a thousand, four persons died yester-
day."      

Douglas, the diarist, must have had a forebod-
ing of what was to come. As they crossed Illinois,
"their throats dry as cork", as Father Petit put it,
two or three of the elderly and the babies died
every day. They were buried in unmarked graves
beside the trail.

Father Petit caught up with them west of
Danville, hurrying on a stagecoach and then on
horseback from South Bend. General Tipton’s
power, as head of the Hoosier militia, expired at
the state line, and he went back home to
Logansport, leaving William Polke, Rochester,
and Father Petit in charge. Polke was the federal-
ly- appointed conductor. He put Father Petit in
charge of ministering to the sick and dying. Dr.
Jerolaman, Logansport, went with them and did
the best he could but had only tea and sugar to
offer for medicine against typhoid, caused by the
drought and stagnant water. Modern medicine had
not been invented yet. They did not even know
that boiling the water would kill the germs. They
marched on across Illinois, burying their dead by
the roadside in unmarked graves. Father Petit
kept records and wrote many poignant letters to
Bishop Brute describing the hardships and sadness
of the trip. With the soul of a poet, Petit wrote
beautiful heart-wrenching descriptions in his let-
ters to the Bishop and to his family in France
telling about the terrible trek:

“Nearly all the children, weakened by the heat,
had fallen into a state of complete languor and
depression. I baptized several who were newly
born – happy Christians, who with their first step
passed from earthly exile to the heavenly
sojourn.”

“When we quitted this camp later, we left
behind six graves in the shadow of the cross."

“We soon found ourselves on the grand prairies
of Illinois, under a burning sun and without shade
from one camp to another. They are as vast as the
ocean, and the eye seeks in vain for a tree. Not a
drop of water can be found there – it was a verita-
ble torture for our poor sick, some of whom died
each day from weakness and fatigue.”

Father Petit’s letters and his baptismal records
from Notre Dame University were gathered, trans-
lated from French to English, and published in
1941 by the Indiana Historical Society. Long out
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George Godfrey dedicates Potawatomi Trail of Death
Regional Historic Trail sign at Marshal -  Fulton county line,
Indiana, 2005. (Photo from www.potawatomi-tda.org)
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of print, they were reprinted in 2003 by the Fulton
County Historical Society, edited by Shirley
Willard and Susan Campbell, in  Potawatomi Trail
of Death – 1838 Indiana to Kansas. This 440 page
book brought together several scattered Trail of
Death records never published together in one
book before, including the muster roll, selected
letters of John Tipton, sketches by George Winter,
and brief histories of some of the Potawatomi
families whose ancestors were on the 1838 forced
removal. (See www.potawatomi-tda.org.)

The emigrating Potawatomi and their escorts
marched across the Grand Prairie of Illinois, the
hills of Missouri, and into the tree-less plains of
Kansas. They used steam-powered ferry boats to
cross the Illinois River at Naples, the Mississippi
River at Quincy, and the Missouri River at
Lexington. They arrived November 4, having lost
42 loved ones to death.

“We have now arrived at our journey’s end.
The government must now be satisfied. We were
taken from homes affording us plenty, and brought
to a desert -- a wilderness – and are now to be scat-
tered and left as the husbandman scatters his seed.
– Pe-pish-kay at the end of the Trail of Death in
Kansas Nov. 5, 1838

Nearly a hundred Potawatomi had escaped and
struck out on their own, some retaining their
Potawatomi identity and others blending in with
various populations. Winter was coming on, and
they had no houses. But they found that God had
not forgotten them.

When Chief Kee-wau-nay and Chief Nas-wau-
kay and other Potawatomi from Fulton, Cass and
Pulaski counties emigrated west in 1837, conduct-
ed by George Proffit, the first thing they did was
to call for a priest. Father Christian Hoecken came
and established a mission at Sugar Creek, south of
Osawatomie, Kansas. While living there the
Potawatomi from Indiana, sometimes called the
Mission Band and sometimes called the St. Joseph
Band, were helped by the elderly nun who became
known as “She Who Prays Always.” She taught
the Indians to sew and pray, and was canonized as
St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, the first female
saint west of the Mississippi River in 1988.

Over 600 Potawatomi died at the Sugar Creek
Mission over the next 10 years. In 1848 the
Potawatomi moved further west to St. Marys,
Kansas. In 1861 they signed a new treaty that gave
them citizenship and land in Indian Territory,
(which later became Oklahoma) so the former
Mission Band became known as the Citizen Band
Potawatomi of Oklahoma. They were the second
band of Native Americans to be given citizenship
and the right to vote and the right to own property
as individuals. Their 1861 treaty even gave
women the right to own property, a power most
white women did not have at that time. It is
believed this was because of the influence of Mas-
saw that the treaty contained that clause. Mas-saw
was a chieftess at Kee-wau-nay's village and was
sketched by George Winter at the treaty in 1837.
She and her daughter went west in 1838 on the
Trail of Death. Mas-saw was the grandmother of
Jim Thorpe, the World's Greatest Athlete, who
gained Olympic fame in 1912.

In 1988  the eastern Kansas diocese bought 400
acres and created the St. Philippine Duchesne
Memorial Park. Later they erected seven wooden
crosses with metal plaques listing the names of all
the Indians who died there. Among the names is
Alexis Menominee, who died April 15, 1841, age
50.

Trail of Courage Living History Festival
The Fulton County Historical Society founded

the Trail of Death Rendezvous in 1976 as a
Bicentennial project. The name was changed to
Trail of Courage in 1977 in order to focus on the
early 1830s when northern Indiana was still
Potawatomi territory, and to show a happier time
more appropriate for a festival. After all, the very
name “Trail of Death” is depressing. The Trail of
Courage Living History Festival is held the third
weekend of September on the FCHS grounds four
miles north of Rochester on US 31 and the
Tippecanoe River.

The Trail of Courage includes historic encamp-
ments representing the French & Indian War,
Voyageurs, Revolutionary War, War of 1812,

Western Fur Trade, Plains Indians teepee's, and
Woodland Indians wigwam village. There is also a
recreation of Chippeway, the first trading post,
post office and village in Fulton County in 1832.
Food purveyors and traditional craftsmen set up in
wooden booths to demonstrate and sell their
wares. Craftsmen also sell pre-1840 trade goods
from blankets spread on the ground and in large
historic merchant tents, offering a variety of items
from clothing and jewelry to knives and candles,
everything needed to live in frontier days. Canoe
rides, muzzleloading shooting and tomahawk
throwing contests add to the pioneer activities.
Two stages with frontier music and dance present
programs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Indian dances are held in an
arena marked by teepee's from 2 to 3 p.m.

At the Trail of Courage each year, special cere-
monies honor the descendants of the Trail of
Death. A different Potawatomi family is selected
each year to be honored. They are presented with
a Key to the County by a Fulton County official or
a Key to the City by the Rochester Mayor or other
city official. Their family history is published in
the Rochester Sentinel. Honored families include
Wamego, Burnett, Metea, Aubbeenaubbee,
Citizen Band Potawatomi, Slavin and Pearl,
Wabaunsee, Vieux, Bourassa, Navarre, Kabanseh
and Optageshic, Menominee, and Prairie Band
Potawatomi.

In 2002 Edna Carpenter, Kewanna, Indiana,
and Badger Wahwasuck - former chairman of
Prairie Band Potawatomi. In 2003 the honored
family was descendants of Jim Thorpe whose
great-grandmother was Mas-saw, who was on the
Trail of Death. 2004 - George Godfrey and his
Bergeron family. 2005 – Chief Shipshewano
descendant Rudy Vallejo. 2006 - Chief Keesis.
2007 - Smokey McKinney, Prairie Band. 2008 –
Tracy Locke and daughter Erin, descendants of
Abram Burnett.  2009 – Eddie Joe Mitchell –
descendant of Chief We-wis-sa. 2010 –
Potawatomi Trail of Death Assn. 2011 – Michale
Edwards, descendant of Doga and Chief Nas-wau-
kay. 2012 Edna Carpenter for her 100th birthday.
2013 - John Anderson family – his descendant
David Anderson designed the logo for Potawatomi
Trail of Death Assn. 2014 – Jon Boursaw, descen-
dant of Joseph Napoleon Bourassa. Indiana
Governor Mike Pence issued a proclamation
declaring Sept. 20, 2014, as Potawtomi Trail of
Death Remembrance Day. 2015 - Matt Wesaw,
former chairman of Pokagon Band. 2016 – John
“Rocky” Barrett, chairman of Citizen Potawatomi
Nation or other CPN tribal official.

A memorial to Father Petit and the Trail of
Death is in front of the Fulton County Museum. It
consists of five big boulders with the names of the
four states and one from St. Louis, where Father
Petit died on his way back to Indiana. The boul-
ders were hauled from the places named, donated
by interested persons along the Trail. Plaques
show the map and tell the story of Father  Petit and
the Trail of Death.

In 1988 for the 150th anniversary of the Trail of
Death, Shirley Willard, 1971-2001 president of
the Fulton County (Indiana) Historical Society,
and George Godfrey, member of the Citizen Band
Potawatomi, first met to plan appropriate com-
memorations of this sad historic event, with help
from descendants of the Trail of Death and inter-
ested persons and historians.  Chief White Eagle,
(Cayuga/ Mohawk) Rochester, planted the Great
Peace Tree at the Trail of Courage. (A Great Peace
Tree is a pine tree planted on top of two crossed
tomahawks as a symbol to “bury the hatchet” and
not go to war anymore.) William O. Wamego,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and his son and nephew rode
through Rochester in a horse-drawn jail wagon to
re-enact the 1838 trek. Their ancestor was Chief
Wamego who had a village on the Fulton – Cass
county line and was on the Trail of Death. Wooden
plaques with a condensed version of the Trail of
Death diary were made. These plaques are dis-
played each year by the Great Peace Tree during
the Trail of Courage.

TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE
Editor’s Note:  Due to the length of Shirley’s story
it will take several issues of The Gad-a-bout to pub-
lish the entire story.  
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Gad’s Corner
Photos sent to The Gad-a-bout for GAD’S CORNER must contain identifying information, date, weight, points, other, experience, etc.  Send a phone number in case I need to contact you.

Send regular size, i.e.  square and horizontal rectangular photos.  Large vertical photos can only be used when I have enough space to use them.  Please identify person with game!!!
Send Photos to:  The Gad-a-bout, 105 E. South St., Centerville, IN 47330 or E-mail .jpg photos to: raythegadabout@gmail.com Questions Call Cell Phone:  765-9960-55767

This mother and son were truly blessed this hunting season.  Left Photo, Denise Springmeyer, took this 184", 10 point buck
on 11-13-16.  Right Photo, Brant Springmeyer took this 178", 13 point buck on 11-25-16.  (Submitted by: Chris Springmeyer
via e-mail)

This is Chad Meadows pictured with his 8 point buck taken
on November 12, 2016.  (Bozarth Country Store, Photo by
Ryan Pershing,  Lagro, IN)

Left Photo:  Whitney Frame took this 8 point buck on Friday, November 18, 2016 in Union County with a .243 rifle.  Right
Photo:  Marcia Frame took this 8 point buck on Sunday, November 13, 2016 in Wayne County with a .243 rifle.  (Frame’s
Outdoor, Tyler Frame Photos, Liberty, IN)

Duane Begley, age 11, took his first deer, a button buck in
Union County that weighed 110 lbs on 11-13-2016.  (Dave’s
Triangle LLC, Hazel Wilcox Photo, Brookville Lake, IN)

This is Shayne Shipley pictured with his 8 point buck taken
in 2016 deer season, near the Salamonie Reservoir.
(Bozarth Country Store, Photo by Ryan Pershing, Lagro, IN)

Cheyenne Fergison took this Doe, her first deer on 11-12-
2016.  (Red Barn Bait & Guns Photo, Salem, IN)

Malachi Moore took this 9 point, approx. 200 pound buck on
11-13-2016.  (Red Barn Bait & Guns Photo, Salem, IN)
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Link up to us at www.INDIANAOUTFITTERS.com
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