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(3) Austin Westside Sunoco Pg 30

(1) Burris Electric & Plumbing Pg 22
BATESVILLE (BA)
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BROOKVILLE (BV)

(1) 52 Pik-up Convenience Store Pg 5      
(5) Brookville Canoefest 2013 Pg 8 & 9
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(3) Noble Boys Furniture Pg 29

(4) Save-a-lot Page 22
BROOKVILLE LAKE AREA (BVL)

(1) Barton Bay Page 8
(4) Jays Midlake Bait & Tackle Pg 15 

(2) Parkside Marine & More Pg 3 
(7) Redpath Sales & Service Pg 4

(8) Quakertown Marina Pg 10
(5) Sagamore Resort/Kent’s Harbor Pg 18

(3) Steve’s Marine Page 11
CAMBRIDGE CITY

A - T & I Auto, Truck & Implement Pg 20
Amish Cheese Shop Pg 26

CARTHAGE
Woods Campground Pg 10

CENTERVILLE
Animal Hospital of Centerville Pg 21

COLUMBUS
Gilliland Trailer Sales, Inc. Pg 18

CONNERSVILLE (CN)
(2) Griffey Farms Pg 31

(3) Matt’s Custom Guns Pg 30
(1) Rem-Bu Gun & Ammo Pg 10

DEPUTY (DP)
(1) Marion’s Greenhouse Pg 10

DUBLIN
Rihm's Meat Processing Pg 30

FORTVILLE
911 Defense, Lethal Lady Pg 7

GREENFIELD
Highsmith Guns Pg 3

Jensen’s Pawn & Guns Pg 31
GREENSBURG

Country Mart/Prem1ier Ag Pg 7
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ROGAN EQUIPMENT, INC.
4737 National Rd. W.,  Richmond, IN 47374
1-888-966-9801 • 765-966-9801

Hunting Check In Station
Banquet Room w/Kitchenette

Arcade Game Room
Showers (All Year)

Boat Storage (Inside)
LPGas Refill Station   

Campstore / Grocery 
Fishing Tackle, Live Bait & License   
Camping & Hunting Supplies            
Cold & Hot Drinks                              
Ice - Pizza - Sausage - Hot Dogs 
Snacks & Sandwiches            

765-981-4522
7309 East 400 South

Wabash County
Lagro, IN 46941

Save on Shipping

We Proudly Carry
Bass Pro Products
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BOZARTH CAMP/
COUNTRY STORE

LINCOLNVILLE

SEASONAL CAMPSITES
AVAILABLE

Seasonal Rates - Full Hookups
“SIGN UP NOW”

BOZARTH 2013
CRAPPIE TOURNEYS

June 1,
September 14 & September 28
For Info Call Ryan 765-981-4522
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Top Left:  Volunteer Kim Stroud and Tom Cooney,
President of Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc. (WCT),
standing near the ruins of the Whitewater Canal
Lock #21 near the Yellow Bank Trail.  I spent
Earth Day with WCT there and in Metamora, IN.
See more on Pages 14, 15, 28, 29 & 30. (Photo by
Ray Dickerson)
Top Right: This photo was taken at the Brookville
Canoefest in 2011.  The Recreational Canoe Race is
the most popular.  It starts at the tailwaters of
Brookville Lake. The race runs the entire length of
the East Fork where it then joins the West Fork.
After racing along the beautiful Whitewater the
race concludes at the Franklin County

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOS

IN THIS ISSUE

www.facebook.com/thegadabout

Conservation Club totaling 2.4 miles.  These races
are intended for the novice, first-timer or weekend
warrior--perfect for couples, parents and children,
or those just in it for the fun.  See more on page
8,9,27 & 28.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)
Bottom Left:  Lake Michigan Charter Captain Mike
Schoonveld holding a King Fish aboard Captain
Clint Taylor’s boat The King Fisher in the Gulf of
Mexico.  In his article Capt. Schoonveld compares
fishing in Lake Michigan to fishing in the Gulf of
Mexico.  See more on page 11.  (Photo by Capt.
Mike Schoonveld)
Bottom Right: Steve Cox from Indianapolis caught
these two nice crappies while fishing with Tag Nobbe on
Brookville Lake April 27, 2013.  Tag told me that fishing
on Brookville has been pretty rough with the high winds
and cooler than normal temperatures.  It hasn’t stopped
him from finding mushrooms though, he found 25 in his
driveway.  See Page 20-21    (Photo by Tag Nobbe)
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“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”

1750 FISH HAWK 200 CRUISER CX

E-mail:  boats@parksidemarineandmore.com Website:  www.parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

DEALER OF THE YEAR

HARRIS
Flotebote

1900 SUPER HAWK

““““2222000011113333””””

SSSSUUUUMMMMMMMMEEEERRRR    SSSSPPPPEEEECCCCIIIIAAAALLLL
UUUUNNNNBBBBEEEEAAAATTTTAAAABBBBLLLLEEEE    PPPPRRRRIIIICCCCEEEESSSS!!!!!!!!

““““AAAALLLLLLLL    IIIINNNN--SSSSTTTTOOOOCCCCKKKK    UUUUNNNNIIIITTTTSSSS””””

7191 Fox Run Rd Brookville, IN 47012
765-647-4619

250 GRAND MARINER 

1600 FISH HAWK

CRAFTS • GIFTS • HOME FURNISHINGS
FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES

CAMPING SUPPLIES  •  LIVE BAIT 
LP GAS  •  FIREWOOD  •  ICE
“CASE KNIFE DEALERSHIP”

302 S. Main St., Liberty, IN 47353
765-458-9977

TTHHEE    CCOOUUNNTTRRYY    SSTTOORREE
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“NEW LOCATION”
Sales & Training

Indoor Shooting and Archery
Best Prices — New & Used

NRA Law Enforcement Instructors

(317) 462-6290
123 N. State St., Greenfield • www.highsmithguns.com

HIGHSMITH GUNS
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www.thegadabout.com

by Ray Dickerson

Roaming  The  Outdoors

FULLISSUE SAME AS LAST MONTH
I don’t know what the difference is, but it seems

anymore that I’ve got less space than before.  I don’t
have any more advertising, in fact advertising is criti-
cally low these days, but I have enough to keep going
for a little while longer.  But the good news is there is
lots of interesting activities and facts in this issue. 

Did you know every summer since 1970 the
Indiana State Police has offered summer camps to
well over 40,000 youngsters across Indiana (See
Page 6).  All you need to know to have fun at
Canoefest 2013 in Brookville is in here (See Page 8-
9+).  As Americans we all have the right to keep
and bear arms, but do you know the results of using
that right?  “The responsibility of using your right to
bear arms is great, and you need to know as best you
can the results of using that right when confronted
with a life and death situation (See Page 13).”  Have
you heard about the great Whitewater Canal hiking
trail between Metamora and Brookville?  You’ve got
to read this one, it is very interesting and you can
become involved too (See Page 14-15+).  Another
interesting article subject is, what do you see wrong
in campgrounds (See Page 18)? How about you
folks in Madison County, have you heard about the
new Mounds Lake Reservoir, 7 miles long and cover-
ing 2100 acres that might become a reality near
Mounds State Park. (See Page 20-21)?  
AMERICAN LEGION POST 464 ST. LEON, IN

BIGGUN RAFFLE & DINNER FOR TWO
The American Legion Post 464 in St. Leon, Indiana

is having A Big Gun Raffle Saturday, July 27, 2013 to
raise money for a Legion activity.  The two hundred
dollar ticket includes dinner for two and one gun for
every four tickets.  The early bird incentive is to be in
the Henry Golden Boy Drawing.  Doors open at 5:00
p.m. and the raffle is at 7:00 p.m.  

For information call Ken at 812-212-6932.
“Support the American Legions of America”

BILLMILLER MEMORIALYOUTH HUNT
SATURDAYJUNE 1ST HANNAS CREEK CC

Donnie Huber called me a while ago and wanted
me to tell you about the Bill Miller Memorial Youth
Hunt to be held at the Hannas Creek Conservation
Club on Saturday June 1, 2013 for youth 17 and under.
This is open to the public to come and enjoy an after-
noon from 3 to 7 p.m. for the youth and their families.
There will be games, speakers, food and lots of door
prizes.  Adults must pay for their food, all the youth 17
and under will eat for free.  If your son or daughter
would like to find out more about hunting, they will be

Meet Heritage Goodhew Enterprises, Inc., a business built on family tradition.  From left to right, Victoria Goodhew, Jessie
Goodhew, Emerie Thornbury, Vincent Goodhew Jr., Vincent Goodhew Sr., Terrie Goodhew, and Gus (the dog).   A picture
of their building is below.  (Heritage Goodhew Photos) 

26 Gauge Snap-Lock Panels $110/Sq.
29 Gauge Pole Barn Metal $2.06 LF

BIG GUN RAFFLE

1 Gun for every 4 tickets
$200 Ticket Includes Dinner for Two
Early Bird Incentive (Henry Golden Boy Drawing)

Saturday July 27, 2013
Doors Open 5:00 / Raffle at 7:00

Call Ken 812-212-6932

American Legion Post 464

St. Leon, Indiana

License No. 130244

847 S. State Rd 101Liberty, IN 47353 • Phone: 765-458-7414
GOLF CART RENTALS

(Formerly Whitewater Valley RV’s)

Redpath Sales and Service specializes in the rental of high-quality golf carts.  No matter
the size of event, we have the resources to get you just the golf carts that you need.  We
also provide short and long term arrangements for whatever your need.

• Festivals  •  Events  •  Weddings  •  Golf Tournaments  •  Sporting Events  
• Guest Transportation  •  Job Sites  •  Parties  •  Etc.

We take care of the delivery and pick-up of all golf cart rentals.  We just need to know when
you need them and they will be there, ready to go.  Contact us for more information:

(765) 458-7414 or redpathimp@aol.com

HERITAGE GOODHEWENTERPRISES, INC.
METALROOFINGTRADE SINCE 1957

I met Vincent Goodhew, Sr for the first time when
I stopped at his business in Ridgeville, Indiana last
month delivering the May Gad-a-bout.

We go a ways back in knowing each others busi-
ness, but prior to last month we had done business by
phone, internet and the mail.  We didn’t get the
opportunity to get together for me to get photos and
a write-up about them so they took these photos and
wrote me something about their business as follows:

Background
Our founder, Wayne F. Goodhew started in the

metal roofing trade in 1957. After thoroughly learn-
ing the trade, he opened his own business. His son
Vincent Sr. worked along side his father part-time as
a young boy and joined the business full-time in 1977.

His other son, Fred, joined the business in 1981.
The business was established as Heritage Roofing

in the early 1980’s. The name was later changed to
Goodhew Enterprises.

In 2004, Vincent Sr. and Fred formed their busi-
ness, Heritage Goodhew
Enterprises, Inc follow-
ing their father’s passing
in 2003.

In February 2008,
Fred passed, leaving
Heritage Goodhew
Enterprises Inc. to his
brother Vincent Sr. who
continues to lead the
company today.

Vincent Sr. divided
shares in the company
among his two children,
Vincent Jr. and his daugh-
ter Jessie, insuring the
continued operation of
the enterprise.

Today, the company employs five members of the
Goodhew family along with several cousins and
local residents.

Sales & Services
We specialize in providing our customers with

high quality standing seam metal roofs offering
worry free weather protection and everlasting
appearance while maintaining our commitment to
deliver uncompromising customer satisfaction at an
affordable price.

We provide services that include: New Metal
Roof Installation and Metal Roof Repairs.

We also provide sales for all your metal roofing
CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

Top Quality Live Bait  •  Artificial Bait  • 
Boat Storage  •  Groceries  •  Camping Equipment  •  Propane
Ice  •  Snacks & Sandwiches  •  DNR Approved Dry Firewood  

Hunting & Fishing License  •  New Fishing Report for Summit Lake
Dealer for Steel Carports & Large Steel Buildings  •  Specials every month

Save on Live Bait from 15% Off up to $10.00 Off
Concannon Pastries - Friday, Saturday & Sunday

OPEN ALL YEAR

5180 Messick Rd.
New Castle, IN 47362

(765) 766-5158
Brian & Christal Tapley

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe

Phone:  765-647-4329
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Near Brookville Lake just south of Brookville on U.S. Hwy 52 (765) 647-3600

Flat out fishing
When you stand on the shore looking out across

Brookville Lake what you see is flat water. When
you're on a boat looking at the bottom through a
depth finder you see what it hides. Hills, valleys,
trees, rock piles, drop edges, flats and fish. If you're
a fisherman the next thing that goes through your
mind is how can I put a fish in my live well. This all
comes down to trial and error.

What you have to figure out is how all these dif-
ferent species of fish are using this structure to eat
and keep from being eaten. You need to see the fish,
be the fish. Brookville Lake has a pecking order. It is
governed by the ecosystem. For example if you want
to catch crappie you have to know where crappie live
within the lake, how and what they feed on. To start,
crappie are a schooling fish. They do not depend on
each other to help each other feed but they will
school together. What you're looking for is some
kind of cover.

Look for a tree that has fallen in the lake, due to
shore erosion. The tree limbs on the fallen tree pro-
vide a great spot for crappie to live. Crappie is a fish

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

So  You  Wanna  Catch
More  Fish

that likes to suspend in the water column, but wants
to do it next to something like a fallen tree. Little
young of the year fish also like to live in amongst
these tree limbs along with bugs and larvae. There
are a few different methods to catch crappie. The
most popular is under a slip bobber. This consists of
a bobber stop, a bobber, a sinker and a hook tipped
with a crappie minnow. What you do is cast the rig to
the fallen tree. Let the line pay out till the sinker pulls
the line through the slip bobber to the bobber stop.
This determines the depth of the bait. Give it a few
minutes, if you don't see any movement in the bob-
ber reel up and adjust your bobber stop up or down
the line to change the depth of the bait. You will
know when you're at the right depth by watching the
bobber. Another good method is a jig and tube. What
I like to use is a plain 1/16 ounce jig and a 1 ½ inch
tube tipped with a minnow or wax worm. What you
do is cast the bait to the fallen tree. As soon as the
bait hits the water start a slow steady retrieve back to
the boat. What you're feeling for is just a little tick. A
lot of times it's pretty subtle, so pay attention. If you
cast and don't get any bites, count the bait down to a
different depth before you start your retrieve.
Remember this is all trial and error. 

Another great fish to fish for is white bass. White
bass is also a schooling fish, but these fish use each
other as a team. They are like one big eating
machine. They will use their sheer numbers to move
an entire school of bait fish, swimming in the main
lake, to an area where they can trap them against
something and pound them till their hearts content.
In the spring you can find them feeding in the river
that feeds the lake or along any shore.  In the summer
though they will stay off shore roaming the main
lake looking for unsuspecting schools of bait fish. A
great way to catch this fish is to troll crank baits. Just
flat line troll anything that looks like a shad. A good
place to start is rip rap covered shore lines. 

If walleye are more to your liking hit the flats. A
flat is a continuous stretch of Lake Bottom that does
not change in depth. When fishing a flat there are a
few things to pay attention to. First, is the flat itself,

what's the depth of the water over the flat? Second,
is there any structure on the flat that could possibly
hold fish?  Third, where is the drop off edge of the
flat? One good way to learn a flat is troll over it from
every angle, all the while looking at your depth find-
er. If you have a GPS system mark a few spots when
you're looking around. Come back throw out a mark-
er buoy on it and fish it. If you catch a walleye, bingo
if not move on. This is why it's called fishing and not
catching. When you're trolling around just tie on a
crank bait that dives about 10 to 12 feet. As you
move forward at an idle let out about 75 yards of line
lock in the reel and just idle around over the flat. This
is all trolling is. Try to troll over the irregularities you
saw looking around earlier or just troll the drop edge
of the flat. When you catch a walleye remember the
speed you were going, how deep the water was, and
where you were at on the flat, then just repeat it. 

If you need help with crank bait or jig selection,
we have what you need at 52 Pik-up Marathon in
Brookville. We open at 5 am and close at 10 pm, 7
days a week.

Good luck
Send me the pictures
Tag Nobbe 

If you need more information E-mail me at
tag@tagnobbe.com or go to the website
www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com or call my
cell phone 765-265-3238.

I guide fish for walleye, striped bass, and crappie
starting mid April till the mid December 7 days a
week on Brookville Lake. We fish out of a 2007
Lund Pro V 2025 with a 225 Honda motor. I supply
everything all the way down to cleaning the fish. I
can take 1 - 4 people. The price is according to how
many people go $400.00 for 4 people $325.00 for 3
people $275.00 for 2 people and $225.00 for 1 per-
son. We start at 7:00 am and fish till 1:00 To sched-
ule trips call me at home 765-647-4329 or on my cell
phone 765-265-3238

Fully licensed and insured for 16 years now

Myra Skimming from Middletown Ohio caught this nice walleye fishing with me on April 23,
2013.  (Author Photo)

Steve Cox from Indianapolis caught these 2 nice crappie while fishing with me on April 27,
2013.  (Author Photo)



Police Museum located at 8660 East 21st St., right
next to the Indianapolis Post. The Historical Center
is part of the Youth Services Program that puts on
youth summer camps each year around the state.  

The museum offers free tours of displays that
include items from John Dillinger and the gangster
era; ISP police cars from the 30’s through the 90’s;
an Indian Motorcycle just like the ones ridden by
the first troopers in 1933; a moonshine still; numer-
ous guns and weapons with historical significance;
as well as some interactive displays, like a two
headed police car that allows kids the chance to sit
behind the wheel and turn on the lights.  

The museum is chocked full of historical items
donated and seized through the years dealing with
law enforcement. The museum was built in 1993
with monies from private donations.  A lot of the
items in the museum were donated by retired troop-
ers and their families.

While at the museum, make sure to check out
the ISP logo items for sale there. You can buy items
ranging from blankets to t-shirts, sweatshirts,
pants, miniature ISP cars, Christmas ornaments and
wall clocks, all with the ISP logo. They truly have
a souvenir for everyone’s budget.

Sure, I’m biased; but I think our museum is the
best kept secret in Indiana, and is truly one of the
coolest places you can visit.  The museum is open
9a.m-3p.m. Monday through Friday.  You can just
walk in and browse, or schedule a guided tour at 1-
888-ISP-YOUTH, or 317-899-8293.  For a look
into the history of ISP and all law enforcement,
visit the ISP Museum at 8660 E. 21st in
Indianapolis.

Growing Season for
“Illegal Farmers”

With the warm weather here many of us are
preparing plants and planting vegetables for our
gardens. Farmers are planting or already have
planted most of their fields.  Unfortunately there
are other growers out there using farmer’s fields
and our woods. 

Marijuana growers use this time to take marijua-
na plants they started indoors and plant them out-
doors.  They plant them in fields and wooded areas
and “tend them” just like you or I care for our gar-
dens.  They will often have well worn paths into
their illegal “crop” where they go in to water and

fertilize.
A well tended plant may reach 6-12 feet tall and

be worth $1,000 to $4,000.  With this kind of
money involved, is it no wonder our officers find
grow operations with a bevy of booby traps?
Things like fish hooks suspended by monofilament
line at face level, and shotgun shells rigged with a
trip wire and detonator, among others.

These “illegal farmers” are robbing you and me
of access to woods and valuable farm land.
Whether it’s a crop of a few plants, or a few hun-
dred plants, growers will often times protect their
crop as if their life depended on it.  Heaven forbid
that we or a family member “stumble in” on their
operation.

The Indiana State Police Marijuana Eradication
Section needs your help to combat the marijuana
problem in Indiana.  Many of the grow operations
we find come from tips provided to us by you, the
public.  The Indiana State Police encourages any-
one with drug information to call the Indiana Drug
Tip line at 1-800-453-4756.  Please remember tips
can be made and kept anonymous.

This ends another month’s installment.  Thanks
for allowing all of us to serve all of you. Be safe;
take care of yourself and your families so we can
talk again next month.
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by Sergeant John D. Bowling
Public Information/Recruiting Officer

News  from  the
Indiana  State  Police

Indiana State Police
Summer Youth Camps

Every summer since 1970 the Indiana State
Police has offered summer camps to well over
40,000 youngsters across Indiana. The camps were
started by Ernie Alder, a trooper from the old
Connersville Post. He went out and started Indiana
Troopers Youth Services and got support from fine
community organizations like Kiwanis, Lions
Clubs, Evening Optimists, Jaycees and others to
help sponsor kids to attend the camps.

For years Ernie and his wife selflessly dedicated
their lives to help children throughout Indiana learn
about law enforcement and the criminal justice sys-
tem, most often operating and planning the camps
out of their home.

The camps are designed to help students get an
up close and personal view of law enforcement and
the criminal justice system, but more importantly,
gain respect for themselves and others. This is all
done through programs that reward hard work, ded-
ication and team work.

The camps always include demonstrations by
our ERT (SWAT), Explosive Ordinance Disposal,
Scuba and other specialty teams.  Troopers volun-
teer to put on demonstrations on a variety of topics.
The camp staffs are handpicked law enforcement
personnel who dedicate their time to preparing
youth for their futures.

The 11 camps are held at universities and state
parks throughout the state. Below is a schedule for
each camp offered for 2013.

RESPECT FOR LAW CAMPS (Grades 5-6) 
Cost - $125.00 
Vincennes University …………… June 6-8 
University of S. Indiana ………… June 13-15 
Hanover College ……………….…June 20-22 
Notre Dame University …………. June 27-29 
Anderson University…………….. July 11-13 
LIONS LAW CAMPS: (Grades7-8) 
Cost - $140.00 
Vincennes University …………… June 12-15 
Anderson University…………….. July 10-13 
CAREER CAMPS: (Grades 9-12) 
Cost - $225.00
Vincennes University …………… July 7-12 
Trine University (Angola) ……… July 14-19 
PIONEER CAMPOUTS: 
(By Recommendation Only) 
Mounds State Park………………. June 10-15 
Lincoln State Park ………………. June 24-28

My good friend ISP Sergeant Ray Poole does a
lot of hard work the year around planning and
staffing the camps.  If you have any questions or
know of a child that’s interested, you may contact
the Indiana Troopers Youth Services at 1-800-671-
9851, or contact Karen at Karen@trooper.org,
Ernie Alder at ernie@trooper.org, or Sergeant
Poole at rpoole@isp.in.gov

ISP Museum
A Great Place to Visit
If you’re looking for an interesting place to take

the kids that’s free, consider the Indiana State

Report Illegal Drug Activity

Call the Indiana State Police Illegal Drug Tip Line
At 1-800-453-4756

Tips can be made and kept anonymous

JOHN’S
GUN & TACKLE

ULTRA DOG FOOD / OWEN’S DOG BOXES
HUNTING LIGHTS / DAN’S HUNTING CLOTHES

GARMIN TRACKING SYS. / DOG LEADS & COLLARS

ARCHERY SUPPLIES / BOWTECH BOWS
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE / TECHNO HUNTING SYS.

MUCK BOOTS / RELOADING SUPPLIES
LONG GUNS / HAND GUNS / AMMO

FISHING TACKLE, SUPPLIES & LIVE BAIT

Owners: John & Cora Durham
Manager:  Enos Amburgey

HOURS:  Monday thru Saturday 7 am - 8 pm  
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

200 N. Highway 3 & 7
North Vernon, IN 47265

812-352-7075



Nixle?
Indiana Conservation Officers will now be dis-

tributing their news releases using Nixle.  Maybe
you're already familiar with Nixle, I wasn't!  Briefly,
Nixle is a community information service that is
designed to help people stay connected with infor-
mation that is important to them.  

Anyone wishing to receive news releases quickly
by email, should go to www.nixle.com to register.
Once on the website, click on 'agencies' and check
the box for Indiana DNR Law Enforcement.  To
receive news releases from Indiana Conservation
Officers on your cell phone simply text DNRLE to
888-777.  

Apart from receiving formal news releases,
Conservation Officers will sometimes be sending out
notifications regarding emergency situations which
the public should be aware of or maybe enlisting the
aid of the public to borrow their eyes and ears in par-
ticular matters.  Try it, you'll like it!

Till next time.  Stay safe.
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by I.C.O. Gary Catron
LE Division Spokesperson

Indiana Department of 
Natural Resource News

A safety reminder at Quakertown SRA launching ramp on
Brookville Lake.  “Always Wear Your Life Jacket!”  

Seasons Come and Go....
The Golden and Green of Summer. Once more

the annual cycle reaches mid-point. People who were
complaining about the cold, will now begin to com-
plain about the heat. As for me, I try to accept each
season as it comes. I must admit, as I grow older, the
cold grows more bothersome. However, an extra
blanket or sweater, or another log on the fire usually
takes care of that. I have to enjoy the snow from
inside and watch he birds from my window. I have a
pair of cardinals, who live here all year, feed regular-
ly at he feeder. As in winters past, the little ones stay
around and do everything to keep warm. I saw a pair
of starlings the other day keeping the little ones away
until they have filled their stomachs.

I heard a wolf howl at the moon the other night.
They seem to be constantly on the move to stay away
from the two legs. However their food supply has
dwindled so between that and the hunters they will
soon disappear from the land. My father used to tell
us never to take more game than we needed to feed
our people. If only the 'outsiders' would follow hat
advise, there would be plenty for all. I remember

by Golden Eagle

Talking  Leaves
PRESENTS STORIES BY

GOLDEN EAGLE

H.M.S. ENTERPRISES

Here is a unique tape which includes favorites
such as Grandmother Turtles Stories, the Boy
Who Was Afraid of Animals, Burnt Face and
many others.
Special Gad-a-bout price of only $10.00 plus
postage and handling fee of $3.00.  Call (513)
827-6151 weekdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
order.

hearing 
In the old days, with the lodges all buttoned up

against the cold, there have been some visitors.
Usually driven out of their hunting grounds by the
'outsiders', who are constantly moving in and taking
over the lands. I remember the old ones telling sto-
ries of the great herds of buffalo that ranged north
and south in woodlands and on prairies. They would
tell of the coming of the 'iron horse' and the travelers
would shoot into the herds just for the fun of it, leav-
ing the dead animals to rot along the tracks.

Now our people are fenced in and forced to live
like the white man. We too are fading away, not so
much in numbers but because we cannot live the way
the ancestors taught us. I was rereading the teachings
of Black Elk. If only the young ones would learn his
teachings and learn to apply them to

today. I know non-native people who follow his
teachings and are truly 'Indian' in their hearts.

There are native people among the employees
here where I live. Many know little or nothing about
their heritage. I have started a band here. We have ten
members so far. Now I have to get them to take some
time to hear about the ancient ones and the holy men
and women from the past. I went to start

teaching them sign talk so they have something
that just they know and can use. I call the
band..Wambli Tyospaya...Eagle's People.

I see by the Gad-A-Bout that some children are
quite skilled with the bow. I wish my grandchildren
had kept it up.

My dear friends Ray and Sherry Dickerson didn't
get around this fall. I think of them often, along with
Geese Flying Over, his good wife and little (no so lit-
tle anymore) grand daughter, Little Frog. It's time
she had a young woman's name. I'll think on it.

OLD CHIEF SAYS: ALWAYS AND NEVER
ARE TWO WORDS, YOU SHOULD ALWAYS 

REMEMBER TO NEVER USE...

20# TROPHY ROCKS $17.99

WE ALSO CARRY WHITETAIL 
INSTITUTE PLOT SEED

WE CAN CUSTOM MIX SEED FOR YOUR NEEDS
STOP IN TODAY!

LOCATED AT 
766 W. MAIN STREET GREENSBURG

812-663-6411
HOURS: M-F 8 A.M. - 5 P.M.

SAT. 8 A.M. - 12 P.M.
MANAGER TERI BEARD

OUR MOTTO
YOU WANT IT - WE CAN GET IT
YOU BREAK IT - WE CAN FIX IT

Most all Makes & Models

25yrs of Technical Service we R
Equipped enough for the BIG needs
Stay small enough for YOUR needs

FISHING BOATS

Just 15 minutes outside Muncie, IN @
6700 S CR 560 EAST, SELMA, IN

765-286-4976

SSSSAAAALLLLEEEESSSS            SSSSEEEERRRRVVVVIIIICCCCEEEE            RRRREEEENNNNTTTTAAAALLLLSSSS

Utah Concealed Firearm Permit Classes
317-507-1582 www.911-Defense.com

MIDDLETON
TOOL SHARPENING &

THE CAR CLINIC
IMPORTS & DOMESTIC • PARTS & SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR • TUNE UPS • BRAKES
ENGINE DIAGNOSIS • AIR CONDITIONING

LARRY MIDDLETON - OWNER ASE CERTIFIED

630 N.W. 5th STREET
RICHMOND, IN 47374

765-962-6996

37 YEARS EXPERIENCE

COMPLETE SHARPENING SERVICE

Mendenhall

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374

765-962-4842

BULK VEGETABLE SEED

BEDDING PLANTS

FISHING
HUNTING
LICENSE

GOT
WORMS
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These young boys fall victim to the first fast water and
attempt to guide their canoe to shore.

2013 BROOKVILLE 
CANOEFEST “50” YEARS

1963-2013 BROOKVILLE, IN
JUNE 28TH - 29TH  2013

Article & Photos by Ray Dickerson
Canoefest Website Information Reprinted Here With Permission

What’s the biggest and most fun happening in
Brookville, Indiana this June 28-29th - Brookville’s
50th Canoe Fest.  Indiana’s largest canoe race began
in 1963 and continues on June 28-29, 2013.

In the words of the Canoefest crew, “Canoefest is
a non-profit organization striving to bring apprecia-
tion to the sport of canoeing and kayaking as well as
knowledge of the sport to better facilitate cama-
raderie among individuals of all ages.  Brookville
Canoefest provides a venue for the public to better
appreciate the natural resources of the community
and to become future stewards of the environment.
Proceeds from Brookville Canoefest benefit the
entire Brookville community through enhancements
to the local park system, beautification efforts and
future education programs and events. Our goal is to
create safe and affordable opportunities for our chil-
dren to learn teamwork and be able to enjoy the
great outdoors through fishing, camping, water
sports, paddlesports, boating, hiking and more.” 

Brookville Canoefest activities happening on
Friday, June 28th:

Festival Booths Open 5:00 PM, 
H.O.B.O.S. Motorcycle Show 5:00 PM 
Chicken Dinners 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Opening Ceremonies 6:00 PM 
Ceremony Honoring Local Veterans 6:10 PM 
Present Past Queens and Princesses 6:15 PM 
Classic Car Caravan 6:30 PM 
Princess Crowning 7:00 PM 
Brookville Canoefest Idol 8:00 PM 
Live Music 10:00 PM 

Activities happening on Saturday, June 29th:
Race Registration 6:30 AM - 9:30 AM 
Biathlon Race 8:00 AM 
Championship Race 8:30 AM 

Recreational Race participants line up to enter first fast water at the 2012 Canoefest in the
East Fork of the Whitewater River, below the Brookville Dam in Brookville, Indiana.

Just below the second fast water area Recreational Race participants paddle hard to gain
momentum and increase their chances on a winning time. 

Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Fllavor  Rich  Fried  Chicken

RESERVE YOUR STORAGE NOW!

BARTON’S BAY BOAT STORAGE & SERVICE

10055 SR 101, Brookville, IN 47012  Phone/Fax 765-647-5647
E-mail: bartonsbay@bartonsbay.com / Website: www.bartonsbay.com

OUTSIDE STORAGE FOR
THE SUMMER - $25.00

AND UP

30’ X 12’ COVERED STORAGE $75.00 MONTH

Trail, Fireworks, Stage/Sound,
Festival Food, Set-up and Tear down,
Tent Pick-up and Drop-off and Picnic
Tables.  To Volunteer Call: 765 309
5726.

See Canoe Race Entry
Information on Page 27

CANOEFEST FRYERS CLUB
On July 3, 2010, the Canoefest

Fryers Club set an official

Recreational Races 9:00 AM 
Including:  Adult/Youth, Mens, Womens, Juniors,
Fledgling and Couples. 
Recreational Race Grudge Matches 10:00 AM 
Including:  Bank, Salon, Media, Realtor, Gillman
and any Additional Matches.
Festival Booths Open 1:00 PM
H.O.B.O.S. 2nd Annual Chicken Trail Run 1:00 PM 
Brookville Canoefest JR Idol 2:00 PM 
Chicken Dinners 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
The Great Chicken Fry-Off 4:00 PM 
DJ Music After JR Idol - 5:30 PM 
Brookville Canoefest Idol Finals 5:30 PM 
Awards(Race & Fry-Off) 6:15 PM 
Live Band: Claypool Block 7:00 PM 
Live Band: The Drive 9:30 PM 
Fireworks Spectacular 10:15 PM 
Schedule is Subject To Change

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
How would you like to help your community and

have a great time by volunteering to help with the
Brookville Canoefest.  They are currently needing
volunteers for the following activities:  Chicken

Guinness World Record for the Largest Serving
of Fried Chicken, filling a brand new Osagian
Canoe (donated by Osagian Canoes of Missouri)
with 1,645 pounds of FRIED CHICKEN. This
brought the record back to the USA from Kuwait,
who had held the record at 1,278 pounds. Another
attempt by a large corporation in Kentucky report-
ed to fry a contending amount, but the official
record was awarded to Canoefest in Brookville,
IN! 

Go ahead, look it up
Over 200 fryers and volunteers fried up 2,700

pounds of raw chicken, donated at a discount by

OMara Foods in Greensburg, a major chicken sup-
plier to the area. The 2,700 pounds cooked down
to the 1,645 that was the world record weight. The
chicken was then served up in over 600 dinners,
with additional chicken donated to a local food
bank. 

The Great Chicken Fry-Off VIII
This year, 2013, the Chicken Fry-Off will be

People lining up to put their canoes into the Tailwater for
the 2011 Canoefest Recreational Race.
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held on Saturday June 29th at 4:00 p.m.
Following is what you need to know to enter this
years Canoefest Chicken Fry-Off:   $40 to fry, $40
to judge or eat at 15 Chicken Trail restaurants and
judge for FREE!
Registration: Online or Form 
You must pre-register by June 14 to receive a t-
shirt. 
Fryers: Price includes T-Shirts, Credentials, 3
Birds, and the right to compete to become the
Chicken Frying Champion of the World! 
Judges: Price includes T-Shirts, Credentials, all
the Fried Chicken you can eat, and the right to
choose the Chicken Frying Champion of the
World!
CHICKEN FRYING RULES

•Each team will consist of 1 or 2 members only.
•Each team will be provided with three chickens.
All other equipment including fryers and tables
(etc) must be supplied by frying teams.  •Any
equipment or behavior by team members deemed
unsafe will immediately disqualify that team.
•Teams must be signed-in by 4 PM on day of con-
test.  •All chicken must be fried.  •No chicken
sushi or chicken tar-tar. 
CHICKEN JUDGING RULES
•Judging will be conducted in a blind fashion.
•All Judges must be checked in by 5 PM on day of
contest  •The $40 judging fee includes T shirt, cre-
dentials, one vote and a whole lot of yummy fried
chicken!! 

CANOE PORTION RACE START

CANOEFEST FESTIVAL LOCATION

BIATHLON FINISH LINE

FINISH OF CANOE PORTION

BIATHLON CANOE PORTION MAP

CANOEFEST BIATHLON 
RUN COURSE

Brookville Canoefest Biathlon Course Map and Biathlon
Trophy at right.

CHAMPIONSHIP RACE START

CANOEFEST FESTIVAL LOCATION

FINISH LINE OF
CHAMPIONSHIP
RACE

CANOEFEST CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE ROUTE

Brookville Canoefest Championship Course Map and
Championship Race Trophy at right.

RECREATIONAL RACE
START LINE

CANOEFEST FESTIVAL LOCATION

Brookville Canoefest Recreational Canoe Race Course
Map.

CANOEFEST RECREATIONAL
COURSE ROUTE 

RECREATIONAL RACE 
FINISH LINE

BROOKVILLE 2013 CANOEFEST CANOE RACE MAPS

The Canoe Princess Contest
The Canoe Princess Contest will be held at 7

p.m. on Friday, June 28, 2013.  Registration can
be done online or on a form.  

Rules are as follows:  •The competition is for
girls age 13-15, determined by their age on the
date of competition  •The competition will occur
on the afternoon of Friday, June 28, 2013, and
the crowning will be at 7pm on the festival stage
•Contestants must have a grade point average of C
or above  •Contestants must write an essay of 100-
200 words entitled "My Future Plans"
•Contestants must wear proper attire; formal dress
and dress shoes  •Contestants will be judged on
poise and appearance, as well as their essay  

•The Princess and her court will be required at
various festival activities  •Entry fee is $20
•Deadline for entries is Monday, June 3, 2013.

The Canoefest Idol Talent Show
The First Round will be at 8 p.m. on Friday,

June 28, 2013 and the Finals will be at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, June 29, 2013.  Registration can be
done online or on a form.  

Rules are as follows:  •This is a vocal contest,
similar to American Idol  •Acts can perform a cap-
pella, or with accompaniment from either CD or
acoustic instrument. NO PLUG IN INSTRU-
MENTS  •All acts must audition on Saturday
June 1, 2013 at 2:00 PM  •All songs are to be no
more than 5 minutes in duration and MUST have
clean lyrics  •Acts must submit a completed entry
form and $25.00 entry fee by Friday May 24,
2013  •Acts not chosen to compete will have their
entry fee returned  •Entrants must be at least age
18 on date of show, June 29, 2013 •Entrants
using recorded music must get their song selection
or CD to the show organizers before Friday May
24, 2013 •No lewd or inappropriate acts are per-
mitted; drunk or impaired contestants will be dis-
qualified with no refund  •The Brookville
Canoefest and/or its designated agents have the
right to make all decisions regarding all aspects of
the Brookville Canoefest Talent show, including,
but not limited to, choosing the performance field,
performance order, deeming material inappropri-
ate, and disqualifying contestants  •Competition
will be determined on a combined score from a
panel of talent judges and on audience ballots.

Canoefest Junior Idol Talent Show
The event will be held at 4 p.m. on Saturday,

June 29, 2013. Registration can be done online or
on a form. 

Rules are as follows:  •This is a vocal contest,
similar to American Idol  •Acts can perform a cap-
pella, or with accompaniment from either CD or
acoustic instrument. NO PLUG IN INSTRU-
MENTS  •All acts must audition on Saturday
June 1, 2013 at 2:00 PM  •All songs are to be no
more than 5 minutes in duration and MUST have
clean lyrics  •Acts must submit a completed entry
form and $25.00 entry fee by Friday May 24,
2013  •Acts not chosen to compete will have their
entry fee returned  •Entrants must be under age 18
on date of show, June 29, 2013 •Entrants using
recorded music must get their song selection or
CD to the show organizers before Friday May 24,
2013 •No lewd or inappropriate acts are permit-
ted; drunk or impaired contestants will be disqual-
ified with no refund  •The Brookville Canoefest
and/or its designated agents have the right to make

www.brookvillecanoefest.com
CONTINUED ON PAGE 27



WAGNER’S
BARBER  SHOP  &  GUNS

532  W.  Sheridan
Greensburg,  IN  47240

Phone  (812)  663-22553

GUNS
GUN REPAIR

Haiircuts  $10
GGuns  Slliightlly  More

envisioning the last time a fish rose to take a fly. At
those times I believe on the saying, I listen but I don't
hear, I touch but I don't feel, and I look but I don't
see. I wonder how many times I've  walked right past
a six inch tall morel and had no clue it was there.
Another thing that interferes with my concentration
is the condition the woods are in after a hard winter.
Dead limbs litter the  paths  and  hang  from the
branches of smaller trees. During the first weeks of
warm weather I feel it's my civic duty to clean up the
mess left by Mother Nature. So, I spend most of my
time while mushroom hunting  cleaning up her mess
by pulling down dead limbs and moving others off
the trails. After all, we wouldn't want a poor deer to
trip and break something. Since very few if any
species of edible fungi grow in trees, I normally
come back empty handed but armed with some
excuse as to why. However, these "reasons" are
beginning to wear thin with Judy. And every year it
gets tougher to try to convince her that I'm sincere.
She didn't buy the swamp gas thing and the attack by
a pack of rabid squirrels got me a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich for supper.

This year, however, I got by with explaining how it
was too cold during March and April for them to grow,
even though I've read where the little assassins some-
times come up through snow and have even been
found growing through cracks in asphalt. If she knew
these statistics I would probably have been scraping
around on our county  road in  six inches of snow.
Every year though, I get in the doghouse when she
asks a neighboring farmer how many he's  found. The
traitor always relates how he's already found a couple
of pickup beds full and the season is just warming up.
Next year I'm going to write him a check in return for
a little white lie even though that may open me up to
annual blackmail for the rest of my life.

I've never seen anything that causes as much
springtime trouble as a stupid little mindless fungus
armed with the best of  camouflage and no set pattern
as to where it can be found. Sometimes I wish they
were armed with a vicious set of teeth and a real atti-
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To Mushroom or Not 
to Mushroom

Every year I wrestle with the decision to spend
time (or waste it, depending on my viewpoint at the
time) looking for those spongy little bug factories
called edible mushrooms. And every year I can't
resist the temptation to wander through the woods in
hopes I might find a few of the things.  Personally, I
don't really care for them, especially after finding the
best ones nestled up to a dried cow pie. But my wife
loves them, so for her sake I devote a few hours
every spring in a mostly vain effort to find at least
one mess for her. I never bother to tell her where I
found them and I don't think she would care if they
came from the bottom of a compost heap

We own eighteen plus acres in Franklin County
that is entirely wooded and by all appearances is a
perfect location to find baskets of the things.
According to everything I've read about prime mush-
room habitat I should trip over one at every third step.
Apparently the local mushrooms either haven't yet
read the book or I'm incapable of seeing anything less
than three feet tall. During the ten years we've owned
the land, only one year produced what I would call a
bumper crop. Judy got about four good messes that
year and the other nine produced nothing but excuses
from me as to why I didn't bring any home. One year
I packed my favorite .22 target pistol along while I
scanned the trail to the shooting range looking for the
little fungi. Since I didn't find any, in my opinion,
there wasn't any reason to continue past the range, so
I spent an hour punching holes in targets. When I got
back to the cabin and proudly showed her the targets
and the few holes in the black, her only reaction was,
"where are the mushrooms?" That was a tough one to
lie my way out of, but I managed it by explaining to
her the effect of the phase of the moon and its influ-
ence on mushroom growth.

"Last year you told me it was because of storms
along the Pacific coastline" she said. "What will it be
next year? Meteorites impacting the Arctic Circle?"

My biggest problem  in hunting mushrooms is
concentration. I try to follow the suggestions by
experienced hunters, such as forming an image of a
mushroom in your mind. Supposedly, this will help
you spot the elusive little buggers. I really try, but
inevitably I find myself thinking about how to dis-
mantle the carburetor on my old BSA motorcycle  or

by Dan Graves

Misfires  &  Snags

The elusive morel mushroom, so elusive this specimen
was the only one Ray found on Sunday, April 29, 2013.  But
he carried it in his official Spore Boy mesh bag so that if
any spores happen to fall to the ground, he may find them
in April 2018.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)

QUAKERTOWN MARINA
Located on beautiful Brookville Lake at the 

peaceful North end...Quakertown S.R.A.
Liberty, Indiana  Ph:  765-458-6490

www.quakertownmarina.com

BOAT RENTALS
FISHING BOATS - with motors

4 Hours 6 Hours
14’ (3 person) $40.00 $60.00
No extra charges / No deposits
PONTOON BOATS - Weekday

4 Hours 6 Hours
24’ (10 person) $100.00 $150.00
PONTOON BOATS - Weekend & Holidays

4 Hours 8 Hours
24’ (10 person) $140.00 $220.00
• Visa or Mastercard deposit required on pontoon rentals
• 24 hr. Cancellation policy
• Plus fuel usage / Over 8 hours - $40.00 per hour
• Rentals are subject to 7% sales tax.

NO SMOKING  •  NO PETS  •  NO GRILLING
LANDAU BOATS  •  MERCURY MOTORS

1974 Somerset Houseboat, 14 X 50  $35,000.00
Must See!  Very Nice!! 

24 Hr. Shuttle Service • Moorings Available $490.00 for the Season

tude towards humans. Then, armed with the target
pistol I could pick them off at my leisure from up in
the tree where they chased me. At least that would be
a lot safer than trying to explain to Judy why I came
back empty handed for another year.

“In Business Since 1924”
• Guns • Ammo • Shooting Accessories
• Scope Mounting • Recoil Pad Install

• Drill & Tap • Gun Repair • Bore Sighting
• Consignments • Appraisals

New, Old, Odd & Otherwise
Buy, Sale, Trade

HOURS:  Thurs & Fri 9 am - 5 pm / Sat 9 am - 3 pm
Closed Sun thru Wed

REM-BU
Gun & Ammo Shop

DEER & TURKEY
CHECK-IN STATION

115 West 7th Street
Connersville, IN 47331

765-825-2613

CONNERSVILLE
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VIDEO
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REM-BU
GUN & ARCHERY

SHOP
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WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR
CREDIT CARDS

Marion’s Greenhouse
4 miles North of 256 on Hwy 3, Deputy, Indiana

812-866-2856/701-2240
OPEN FOR SPRING!!

Mon-Sat 8:00 am-6:00 pm Sun 12-4
BULK GARDEN SEED

Onion sets & slips-Seed Potatoes
Vegetable plants-Berry Bushes

Container Gardens
Wide selection annuals-

perennials-herbs-vegetables
Lots of NEW items in newly

remodeled Gift Shop---COME SEE!
Fertilizers-soils-mulches-

RR Cross Ties
Cemetery Saddles

ALL OF YOUR GARDENING NEEDS!
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CAPTAIN 
MIKE SCHOONVELD

AFFORDABLE 
LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON

FISHING IN INDIANA
FOR 1 TO 4 PEOPLE

Tackle Furnished, Fish Cleaned
www.brother-nature.com

Brother  Nature  Charters
1-8877-SSALMON-55

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan I asked the captain of
the boat if they regularly
put together mixed
groups of anglers-that is,
fill the boat to it's capaci-
ty of 6 with people who
are strangers to each
other.  

"All the time," Capt.
Steve told me.  "If a per-
son wants to hire the boat
for the day for just him or
him and a couple others
without adding any more
people, that's fine and the
cost is $550.  However,
we get a lot of inquiries
from individuals or cou-
ples who are vacationing
and want to share a boat
with others because char-
tering the entire boat is
too expensive.  We charge
by the head, in that situa-

1156  W.  DUNLAPSVILLE  RD.  LIBERTY,  IN      765-458-7527

Fishing the Great Lakes has similarities to fishing on the ocean.  (Author Photo)

DEEP SEA FISHING ON
THE GREAT LAKES

When I stepped on board the Kingfisher II at the
dock at Fisherman's Village in Punta Gorda, Florida,
the mate introduced himself as "Gary" and then all 6
of us passengers started our own round of introduc-
tions.  

One of the other passengers was from Iowa, a
husband and wife duo were from New Orleans and
there was Grandpa, retired to Florida, and his visit-
ing grandson from Pennsylvania.  That was my first
clue that things are a bit different on a "deep sea"
charter boat fishing trip and one a person might take
up here on the Great Lakes.  

SmallmouthPerch

GUIDED CHARTERS ON LAKE ERIE

WALLEYE
April Through October

Fishing the Western and Central Basins 
of Lake Erie-Ohio and Canadian Waters

Three Fully Equipped Boats
Two 32 ft. Blue Hills - 28 ft Bertram

LICENSED GUIDES
SPIN CAST - DRIFT FISH

Boytim Charter Service
Ned Boytim

502 E. Main St., Marblehead, OH 43440
(419) 798-5445

Toll Free 1-877-798-5445
“Over 50 Years Experience”

www.walleye.com/boytim.htm

tion-$110 per person."
I certainly don't know all the charter skippers on

the Great Lakes but I don't know any, personally,
who will put groups together to make a "full load."  I
know some who charge the same whether he has one
angler or 6 on his boat.  I know others who offer dis-
counts to smaller groups to make the fare a bit more
affordable.  That was my first inkling that things
were going to be different than the chartering I've
done on the Great Lakes.

THE GEAR
The rods and reels weren't so different than what

we would use on the Great Lakes.  Some were heav-
ier and some were lighter depending on what species
of fish were being targeted.  That wasn't surprising.
What was surprising was how few rods and reels
were employed.  When we were bottom fishing for
snappers and groupers, each angler got his or her
own rod.  It was very similar to perch fishing-a
sinker, a hook and a shrimp instead of a wiggler or
minnow.  

It was when the trolling gear came out that the
difference was apparent.  They only used 2 rods!   On
Lake Michigan anglers are allowed to use 3 rods
each and these guys only use 2 per boat.

THE BAIT
I already mentioned we used shrimp when we

were fishing bottom structure for snappers and
groupers.  When the captain switched to trolling,
however, he didn't switch to lures.  He had a bait well
full of live baitfish-mostly pilchards which look
quite similar to alewives.  The pilchard would be

pinned on the hook through the nose and dropped
into the water.  The boat slow trolled  pulling a pair
of the "liveys," as they called them waiting for a bar-
racuda, bonito, or who knows what to strike.  

THE ELECTRONICS
There isn't much difference in the electronics on

the Kingfisher II and the gear I have on my own boat.
The difference is in how it's used.  The GPS, of
course, could be used to plot the course to the fishing
area and back to the dock at the end of the day, but
the way it played a key role in putting us on fish was
more akin to walleye angling in a northern lake than
how we use the tool on the Great Lakes.  The gulf
has a shallow featureless bottom most places off the
Florida coast.  Sunken ships, artificial reefs and the
few places where a reef or rock outcrop occurs are
fish magnets.  The captain has dozens of those places
stored as GPS waypoints.  We'd head to one, make
several trolling passes then pinpoint the structure
exactly by watching the sonar and toss a marker
buoy as we passed over the wreck or rock.  In a few
minutes 2 or 3 markers would show exactly how the
structure laid out and we'd get out the bottom fishing
rigs.   There wasn't much worry about "marking" fish
on the screen, just finding the bottom and staying
right on top of the reef.    

So yes, there are real differences in a Great Lakes
fishing trip and a deep sea trip in the gulf.  There's
one great similarity, as well.  A day spent on the
water fishing, whether here or there, beats a day
spent ashore every time. 

THE END
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through May. I look forward to that, and I know
Nicholas sure does.  Each day should get a little bet-
ter – barring any more ridiculous amounts of rainfall
like we have recently experienced.  

Oh yeah, and people in the area are also begin-
ning to find the first morel mushrooms of the season.
You see, there is a light at the end of the tunnel so
take advantage of the few nice days we are getting
here and there to venture outside.  There is plenty to
do right now – when the weather permits!  

I have high hopes for the month of May and I plan
to enjoy as many of the days outside as I can before
the dog days of summer hit, and hopefully we will
have a turkey or two, some crappie fillets and fried
morels along the way.  Good luck to you in your
spring outdoor pursuits and may the weather
straighten up for you as well.

Spring offers variety of outdoor
activities, despite weather

Despite the unseasonably cool, windy and
extremely rainy weather we had in April, and it looks
like that possibly will continue off and on in early
May, spring is slowly ushering in.  The weather may
have postponed the arrival of our typical spring days,
but rest assured they are to come.  

Without a doubt, the torrential rains have kept us
from doing much spring fishing thus far, and the late
arriving spring weather is definitely helping to make
the turkey hunting a chore as well.  Most of the area
reservoirs are still stained with water rushing out of
their spillways making fishing difficult in either area.

For the most part, the turkeys have still been in
large flocks and the gobblers have been in the com-
pany of hens pretty much all day long, making it
frustrating for many hunters as they aren’t able to
call a gobbler away from the hens.  

Normally by this time of year, the hens may be
with the gobblers until mid-morning when they head
to their nests to lay and care for their eggs, but the
weather seems to have pushed this back a bit.  Plus,
if any of the nests have flooded out, this will also
cause the hens to remain with the toms. 

Despite the weather, Nicholas and I have been
toughing it out when we can since the youth turkey
season began.  We have also been attempting to get
in a little casting and blasting.  On the weekends we
have been turkey hunting in the mornings and crap-
pie or white bass fishing in the afternoons - each with
little success.  I expect that to change soon, however.
As I pen this column the weather outside is gorgeous.
It’s a beautiful warm, sunny spring Indiana day.  By
later in the week and into the weekend, however, the
temperatures are supposed to drop nearly twenty
degrees and more rain is set to move in.  

As is usually the case most years, I fully expect
that the last few days of the turkey season will be the
best.  Over the years, I have found that besides the
first couple of days of the season, the last few can be
some of the best.  By then the majority of the hens
are spending most of their time on the nests, forcing
gobblers to actively seek out any receptive hens – in
turn making them much more susceptible to your
calling and decoys. 

Once the waters recede and the rivers and reser-
voirs clear up, expect good fishing for crappies

by Joe Martino

Indiana  Outdoors

765-4457-99181
1929 N. WASHINGTON • KOKOMO, IN

Joe Martino
Direct:  765-434-8598

E-mail:  joe@eatjoesjerky.com / Web:  www.eatjoesjerky.com
2378 West 350 North, Kokomo, IN 46901

Your Local Full Service Butcher Shop

French’s Locker LLC
106 Sycamore Street
Batesville, in 47006

(812) 934-2902
WWW.FRENCHSLOCKER.COM

Beef,  Pork,  Sheep,  Goat  &  Deer  Processing
Locally  Grown  1/4,  1/2  or  Whole  Beef

Available  1/2  or  Whole  Pork

Top: Nicholas holds a rainy day crappie. Bottom:
Nicholas trying his best to strike a gobbler during a
recent turkey hunt. 
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Carry Issues
With the issue of gun control and registration still

being discussed by the Senate and the power hungry
gun grabbing politicos in this country I decided to
address some of the carry issues that are not under-
stood or even considered by the generally uniformed
public who listen to the gun grabbers misrepresenta-
tions and outright lies.

License(d) to Carry a Handgun (LTCH)
Many states require the handgun owner to attend

training classes before a permit is issued.  Indiana
does not.  It is your responsibility to know the law,
both in Indiana and where you are going when trav-
eling out of state.  Do you know the laws of the states
you are going through?  There are several books
available and the NRA website contains information
of what states have reciprocity with Indiana and rec-
ognizes your LTCH.  But reciprocity only allows you
to carry, what happens should you have to use your

right to protect yourself or another while you're in
another state.  Do you know the Law of that state?
Believe me, plan on going to jail if you have to pull
your gun and take another person's life, or at least
injure them.  The responsibility of using your right to
bear arms is great, and you need to know as best you
can the results of using that right when confronted
with a life and death situation.  This article is not to
discuss the laws but to inform you of the necessity of
being informed when traveling.

Your License to Carry a Handgun is not a license
to shoot. Indiana law is clear that one of the respon-
sibilities of carrying includes an understanding of
when to use deadly force.  Here is a link to Indiana
Code IC 35-41-3 Chapter 3. Defenses Relating to
Culpability:
www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title35/ar41/ch3.html.
Generally your responsibility to use or not to use
force when protecting yourself, your home, or others
is controlled by whether or not the actions you take

Notes from:
Prairie  Wolf  Gun  Repair

by Marshall Smith

enlighten the uninitiated and uninformed (including
the liberal gun grabbing media) on how strongly we
law abiding citizens consider our responsibilities of
gun ownership. To many of the uninformed public do
not know about the responsibility that gun ownership
and the possession of a license to carry a handgun
places on the person.  We, the LTCH license holders,
need to inform the uninformed about;

The responsibility to protect one self and others;
and

The responsibility to know and practice safety in
presentation and carrying; and

The responsibility to know when to use or not use
deadly force; and

The responsibility to know about where the
licensee can carry and cannot carry (as a general rule
don't carry In Federal buildings, most state govern-
ment buildings, Police stations, Jails, Schools, or air-
ports);

The responsibility to abide and obey the law (take
time to talk an attorney familiar with gun laws and
keep them on retainer you might need them).

Pass this information on to the uninformed and
teach them what it really means to be law abiding
gun owner and responsible Indiana License to Carry
a Handgun permit holder. 

U.S. Supreme Court 
On Monday, April 15, 2013, “Tax Day”, the U. S.

Supreme Court refused to hear a case on the New
York concealed carry laws.  In New York, an appli-
cant for a concealed carry permit must prove they
have a special need to carry a firearm when not liv-
ing in or working in a high crime area.  New York
and Maryland have similar laws and a case brought
before the Supreme Court on the Maryland laws is
still waiting to be considered.  The National Rifle
Association was supporting both challenges before
the Supreme Court.  I am not to concerned over the
High Court's decision not to hear the New York case.
The Supreme Court carefully considers what cases it
will hear and not hear.  If the Court doesn't believe
that the case being brought before it doesn't have
strong merits representing many similar laws or peo-
ple's lives, then it will often refuse to hear the case as
their decision will set precedent of law for now and
many years into the future.  The Maryland case has
more merit and will probably be considered and their
finding will effect the New York law and laws in
many other states.

Gun Control update – Universal Background
Checks

This is still being mulled around in the Senate.
You need to let Senator Coats and Senator Donnelly
know how you feel and how you will feel about them
at the next election if they vote for gun registration.  

That's all for this month.  If you have a question
or a comment on guns, gunsmithing, gun rights, or,
would like to just make a comment send me an email
at PrairieWolfGuns@gmail.com. I'll try and answer
your questions as best I can and some answers may
be included in this column.

Remember,B SAR  
(Be Safe, Be Aware, Be Responsible)

Marshall Smith   
Prairie Wolf Gun Repair

Don't go to Jail

PRIVATE COLLECTION

GUNS & AMMO AUCTION
Located at the Union County 4-H Building, 410 Patriot Blvd.  (East End of East Union Street), Liberty IN on:

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2013
AUCTION TIME:  10:00 A.M.

AMMO & MISCELLANEOUS
Ammo — 3006; 45; 38; 9MM; .270; 6MM; 6.5 x 55; 7MM; 7.62; 410; 32.20; 38.5;
10MM; 2506; 25.20; 13,000 Rounds of 22 Long Rifle w/Copper Base; 357; 3008; 27
Boxes 38; 4 Box 8MM Mauser; Reloading & Blueing Equipment; New Shooters Jacket;
6’ Glass Showcase; Some Knives; Old Shotgun Shell Boxes; Shotgun Shells

FOR MORE PICTURES GO TO WWW.CAMPBELLAUCTIONTEAM.COM
CAMPBELL AUCTION TEAM

“Jake” & Mike Campbell Auctioneers
19 South Market Street, Liberty, IN 47353, PH: (765) 458-6441

E-Mail:  CampbellAuction@aol.com
Jake Lic. #AU01005687                                                Mike Lic. #AU01048954

Lunch Served

NOTE:  OWNER’S NAME WITHHELD FOR SECURITY REASONS

1. Favorite 22 Cal. Hunter Rifle New In Box
2. Marlin Model 39-TBS 22 Cal. Gold Trigger
3. Remington 870 Deer 12 Gauge Mag Shotgun
4. IWA 94 Nuremberg Germany Do-Bar Engraved, 20 Gauge, 27" Barrel
5. Parker Repo. Double Barrel, 28 Gauge Made By Winchester
6. URS Rep. Arms Company Limited Model 70 Featherweight 270 Cal.
7.  Vouzekaud France Model 315 Engraved 28 Gauge
8.  Krieghoff Double Barrel 12 Gauge With 222 (3-Barrels)
9.  Anschutz Model 55 22 Long Rifle With J. Unertl Scope
10. Italy 45 Cal. Black Powder
11. Winchester Model 97 Shotgun 12 Gauge
12. German Mauser Bolt Action, G.D.P. 8 MM
13. Remington Model 580 22 Cal. Bolt Action
14. Winchester Model 9422 22 Cal. Lever Action
15. Ed Brown Centennial Edition 1911-2011 45 Cal. With Case, Engraved
16. Mauser 22 Long Rifle, Bolt Action
17. Winchester Model 333, .177 Cal. Pellet
18. Winchester Model 70, Bolt Action
19. Finnbear 22 Cal. Bolt Action With Scope
20. Winchester Model 70 Bolt Action 3006 With Sights
21. Lugar 1918-1920 Pistol

22. P-38 Pistol
23. Mitchells Mauser K-98 8MM Rifle, Bolt Action
24. Henry Rifle Philmnot 22 Long Rifle Octagon Barrel New In Box
25. Ruger Red Hawk .41 Mag. 7 1/2" Barrel
26. Walther LP53 4.5 MM Cal. Pellet
27. H & R 22 Cal. Rim Fire
28. Italy 44 Cal. Black Powder
29. Walther Model FP 22 Cal.
30. Favorite Varner 22 Long Rifle, Hunter's Rifle In Box
31. American Bull Dog 38 Cal. Pistol
32. US Revolver, 32 Cal.
33. 32 Cal. Pistol
34. Smith & Wesson Engraved 41 Mag. 4" Barrel In Box
35. Walther Olympic 22 Long Rifle Pistol
36. High Standard Model 106 Military 22 Long Rifle
37. High Standard Model 106 Olympic 22 Short
38. Taurus 38 Cal. 4" Barrel
39. Taurus 38 Cal. 4" Barrel
40. Winchester Model 52 Bolt Action 22 Long Rifle With Sights
41. Colt Delta Elite 10MM Automatic, 4 Clips & Holster

GUN LIST

can be considered
“Reasonable” in respect
to the threat you are con-
fronted with.  Indiana and
most other states recog-
nize that a person in fear
of losing their life is justi-
fied in using any means
necessary to protect their
life or the life of another.
If you haven't attended
one of the NRA's hand
gun training courses you
should sign up and get
informed.  The instructor
will cover some of the
instances that may arise
and how you may act and
the outcomes of your
actions.

After you attend one
of these sessions you may
want to inform others on
what you have learned
and invite them to also
attend a course whether
or not they ever intend to
carry a handgun.  The
information provided will
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L to R:  Whitewater Canal Trail (WCT) Volunteers, Mary Lou Hertel, Sharon McMillin, Judy
Hancher, Tom Cooney WCT President, Shirley Lamb and Terry Duffy WCT Vice President. 

Tom Cooney and Kim Stroud showed me Whitewater Canal Yellow Bank Lock #21, still
standing as a reminder of when canal packets passed through here in the 1840s.   

Whitewater Canal Trail
Earth Day April 20, 2013

Article & Photos by Ray Dickerson
Whitewater Canal Information Reprinted Here With Permission

Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc.

On Saturday, April 20, 2013, I was invited by
Tom Cooney, President of Whitewater Canal Trail,
Inc (WCT) to spend the day with his group to cele-
brate Earth Day along their canal trail at Metamora
and at the Yellow Bank Trailhead on US 52. 

Prior to the Earth Day celebration Tom e-mailed
me their website address.  I printed out several of
their pages to take with me so I could refer to them
as the day progressed.   

I have visited the Whitewater Canal on many
occasions since 1973, the year I began publishing
the Whitewater Valley Gad-a-bout.  On May 19,
1974 the Whitewater Valley Railroad made its sec-
ond official run along the old Whitewater Canal bed
upon which part of the rail rests.  This second run
was VIP day and guest from all parts of Indiana and
southwestern Ohio were aboard.  Lt. Governor
Robert Orr, as the official guest, was presented with
a golden spike, similar to the one driven at
Promotory Utah.  When the train left Connersville
that day 175 passengers were in the 3 coaches, 19 of
whom had never ridden a train before.  Among those
passengers was my wife (Sherry) and I.  The train
that day went through Metamora to Brookville and
back to Connersville, it made stops in Laurel,
Metamora and Brookville.  The trip scenery was
beautiful and seemingly untouched by man.  We saw
a lot of the Whitewater Canal that day.

April 20, 2013, began on the chilly side, but typ-
ical for April in Indiana. I arrived before the activi-
ties were supposed to begin.  After parking my car at
the Yellow Bank Trailhead I met Tom who came over
and introduced himself.  I told Tom I could stay until
1 p.m., I had to pick up the wife in Richmond at 2
p.m.  

Tom is retired and enjoys the outdoors, being in
nature and providing all that he loves for others to
enjoy too.  

He said, "We are all volunteers, it's all a 501c3 not
for profit organization, we do it for the love of doing
it." 

He added, "Destination trails, you don't go
because you want to go a long distance, you go there

Two sections of the Whitewater Canal Trail are open and can be accessed at the Metamora Trailhead and the Yellow Bank
Trailhead.  Visit www.whitewatercanaltrail.com to find out how you too can help with the future of this trail project.
to see locks, you want to see structures, you want to
see history, you want to see nature at its best, you
want to see the Whitewater Valley.  When you get to
the Metamora Trail, it goes right through the
Whitewater Valley, the heart, it's just amazing!"

Soon the other volunteers began arriving.  Tom
introduced me to everyone and he set about to show
and tell me as much as possible about their trail.

First he took me to the east end of the parking
area and showed me a large flat area between US 52
and the former towpath for the canal.  He said that
field was filled with water in the winter and ice was
hauled by canal boats to Brookville and Cincinnati to
be sold commercially.  Just to the right of that area
was a bridge constructed by the railroad to cross the
canal.  Then just at the east edge of the Yellow Bank
Trailhead parking area is a kiosk (Information Sign
with benches on both sides) and the beginning of a
Canal Trail that goes for one mile to the east.  The
trail passes a number of interesting features, includ-
ing the ice harvesting pond (previously discussed).
There are bluebird boxes along part of this trail.  

Another Canal Trail goes west from the Yellow
Bank Trailhead a few hundred yards, visitors can
visit the ruins of the Yellow Bank Lock #21 - due to
the generosity of the adjoining property owners,
Moster Turf, and financial support from the Canal
Society of Indiana.  

Funding for Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc's work is
from donations and grants.  At the end of this article
is information on how you can help the Whitewater
Canal Trail, Inc accomplish their goal.  The goal of
the Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc., a 501c3 non-profit

First 10k walk in Metamora.  Officials and volunteers
include, sitting in front Paul Mullen, Standing L to R:  Sara
Duffy, Kim Vonder Meulen, Tom Cooney and Denny Fritz.
corporation, is to foster activities along the
Whitewater Canal corridor that focus on historical
preservation and interpretation, outdoor recreation
and natural resource conservation while promoting
sustainable development and improved quality of life
in connected communities.

Shortly after Tom and I returned to the parking
area he introduced me to Don Vonder Meulen,
Treasurer of WCT, who had just arrived.  We walked
towards the Kiosk that stood at the entrance to the
trail leading to Lock 21.  Tom explained the purpose
of the Kiosk and said there was a bird trying to build
a nest in it, but the wind kept destroying its' efforts.

Plenty of Room for Fueling

U.S.  27  NORTH  IN  LIBERTY,  IN    •    PH:    765-4458-00724

2 Grades
Road Diesel

4 Grades
Gasoline DAILY  HOURS:  5 A.M. TO 10 P.M.

We Fill Propane Tanks & RV’s

Seating for Dining inside or Carry Out

FRIDAY SEAFOOD BUFFET
4:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

SATURDAY COUNTRY & SEAFOOD BUFFET
4:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

SUNDAY COUNTRY BUFFET
11 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Specializing In Pan-Fried Chicken, Country Cured Ham Catfish And Char-Broiled Steaks

GROUP RATES and RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE
PHONE AHEAD FOR CARRY-OUT MEALS CALL 765-647-5204

Located on U.S. 52 At The East End Of Metamora
“OPEN WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY AT 11 A.M.”

OPEN 5 DAYS WED-THUR 11 AM - 8 PM / FRI-SAT 11 AM - 9 PM / SUN 11 AM - 8 PM

HEARTHSTONE
FAMILY STYLE DINING
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Canal Trail looking east from Park Road you can hike 2.6 miles along the Whitewater River
Valley, bordering farm fields and through wooded areas to the “Twin Locks.”

Girl Scout tree planting ceremony L to R:  Gary Schlueter WCT, Edith Simmersmeyer, Girl
Scout Makayla Plymale, Girl Scout Sydney Hornberger and Becky Hornberger-Co Leader.

Tom Cooney, President of Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc, walk-
ing around the Metamora Trailhead Kiosk.  Visitors can rest
here and read information about the trail.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

Whitewater Canal Trail Yellow Bank Trail Head Kiosk.  This
trail goes west for a short distance and ends at a decaying
railroad bridge over Yellow Bank Creek.

On the back side of the Metamora Trailhead Kiosk is this
map showing the original 3 Canals and history of them.

Trained Bluebird Monitor, Shirley Lamb from Metamora,
checking the Bluebird boxes to see if there are any blue-
birds eggs in the nest.

At left, Tom Cooney, President WCT and at right, Terry
Duffy, Vice President, putting up a Bluebird Sign that reads,
These Boxes Are For The Birds “Please Do Not Disturb.”
We were joined by Terry Duffy, Vice President of
WCT.  Terry is considered the best authority on the
Canal trails and was in charge of the spruce up-clean
up project that day.  We continued to the end of the
trail, which ends at a decaying railroad bridge across
the Yellow Bank Creek.  Tom told me the bridge is a
high priority project, to fix it and continue the trail on
west towards Metamora.

I asked if we could go see the lock.  Tom agreed,
so he, Kim Stroud (another volunteer) and I walked
down newly built wooden steps to a grass path.  It
was just a short walk and as we walked into the for-
mer Whitewater Canal bed, to the right stood the

decaying lock.  To me though it was beautiful, the
best lock that I had ever saw between Hagerstown
and Brookville, the former length of the Whitewater
Canal.  Tom told me the massive rocks in the lock
came from a Laurel quarry which were moved to this
location back when it was built.  

I asked them how long they had been working on
the Whitewater Canal Trail.  Tom replied, "About
thirteen years, I think."

He continued, "We're really standing on the
shoulders of  a lot of people who came before us.
There was a project in the 1940's when the
Whitewater Canal Association, had a project going

and we discovered a note from the secretary written
in 1941 that apologizes for the minutes being late
because the war broke out.  He got drafted.  We have
it in writing, the secretary wrote, "Don't blame me,
blame Hirohito, Hitler and Mussolini." 

In 1847, floods damaged much of the canal infra-
structure and this was the death knell of transporting
freight and passengers on the canal.  However, the
canal served as a source of hydraulic power for mills
and factories along the canal well into the twentieth
century.  Since that time Lock #21 and all other locks
and aqueducts have stood as a symbol of one of
Indiana's first transportation methods prior to the era
of railroads and motorized conveyances.

We then walked back to the trailhead and met
some more of the volunteers who had arrived since
we left.  

At approximately 9 a.m. Shirley Lamb, Sharon
McMillin, Judy Hancher and I went on a Bluebird

Your Brookville Lake Connection

Bait • Pizza • Wings • Hoagies
Dine In • Carryout • Fountain Drinks

Fountain Drinks • Ice • Snacks
Groceries • Fishing Licenses

Firewood • LP Gas 
Boat Storage

1908 W Old 101 Rd Liberty, IN
765-458-7554

Full Service Meat Department
Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise

Hours: Monday-Thursday 6 am - 9 pm
Friday-Saturday 6 am - 10 pm

Sunday 6 am - 7 pm

Woodruff’s
Supermarket

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN
at the Corner of St. Rd. 44 & U.S. 27

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213



JUNE  2013PAGE 16 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2013

Fly Fishing 
Southeastern Indiana

by Dean Shadley
If I had to make a guess I’d say the only reason

non- resident fly fishermen would consider coming
to Indiana is if they were Indy 500 Race fans.  To
most out- of- state fly fishers the thought of Indiana
wouldn’t exactly conjure up visions of limestone
streams and leaping smallmouth bass.  They’d be
wrong.

Between the rows of corn and soy beans lays a
treasure of fishing opportunity.  Esthetically this
doesn’t produce the urge to grab your waders and
head for the Hoosier State.  Contrary to popular
belief not all of Indiana is covered with farm crops
and asphalt.  Much of Indiana is beautiful rolling
hills and woodlands bisected by gorgeous small-
mouth streams.  Southeast Indiana is one area
blessed with all of the virtues that should draw
anglers from far and wide.

My definition of Southeast Indiana would be the
region of Indiana contained within a boundary
extending from Indianapolis to Richmond and
Indianapolis to Jeffersonville.  This pie-shaped piece
of real estate contains hundreds of miles of produc-
tive smallmouth streams and rivers.  Some of the
streams are small enough to step across and are
almost always ignored by anglers.  Others are seri-
ous rivers and deserve the respect of wading fisher-
men.  The most productive rivers are contained in
the upper half of this area. 

With all things that appear too good to be true
Indiana smallmouth fishing is no exception.  Access
to these jewels can be difficult.  The vast majority of
these waterways lie on private property where per-
mission must be obtained before entering.  Indiana
law is sketchy when it comes to stream access.
Many of the rivers in this area are deemed navigable

which means once you gain access you can travel
the waterway at will.  All of the rivers and streams
are crossed by county roads or state highways thus
bridges are often used as points of access.  If there is
ample room to park a vehicle off the road right of
way without being a hazard you can usually scoot
around the bridge and into the water. Most
Conservation Officers and prosecuting attorneys
that I have discussed this issue with over the years
feel that bridges are a legal means of entering the
water.  Bottom line, be courteous and don’t be afraid
to stop and ask for permission.  Hoosiers are friend-
ly people and will usually give you access to their
property for fishing purposes.

The major smallmouth rivers in this area are the
White River, The Blue River, The Flat Rock River,
and the West Fork of the Whitewater River,
Laughery Creek and the Muscatatuck River.  All of
the tributary streams that feed directly into the Ohio
River have resident populations of smallmouth as
well as the tributary streams of the rivers mentioned
above.  As with all watersheds some water fishes
better than others.

Even though the White River runs through the
most populated region in Indiana it is one of
Indiana’s best rivers.  The area within Indianapolis
city limits is productive for both quantity and quali-
ty of fish.  If you prefer to escape the sounds of the
city head upstream anywhere between Anderson and
Indianapolis, it all fishes well.  There are numerous
public access sites in Indianapolis.

Personally I like a little more elbow room so I
start my fishing expeditions thirty miles Southeast
of Indianapolis on the Blue River (not to be con-
fused with the Blue River in the very southern part
of the state).  The Blue is good anywhere from
Knightstown to Edinburg and is floatable from the
Roger Shaw Memorial Park located approximately
six miles north of Shelbyville downstream to
Edinburg.  Public access is available at Roger Shaw
Memorial Park and the city park in Shelbyville.
This stretch makes a nice one day float trip.

The fishiest stretch of the Flat Rock River runs
from Rushville to Edinburg.  The river switches
back and forth from limestone to sand/gravel base
and holds a healthy population of smallmouth
throughout its entire length.

Moving further east the West Fork of the
Whitewater River is good fishing from Interstate I70
all the way to Brookville.  The West Fork is
Indiana’s fastest flowing river and one of its most
beautiful.  Large sweeping gravel bars border the
main channel for most of its length.  Wading anglers
can get wet at the county park approximately four
miles south of Connersville and at the Feeder Dam
located just downstream of the little town of Laurel.
The Feeder Dam is a DNR property and offers easy
access and parking.  Those wanting to float the West
Fork can gain access via Morgan’s Canoe Rental
located on the south edge of Brookville.  You can
use your own watercraft or rent one of theirs.  They

-classes held in Rushville, IN

Steve & Lori Schwartz - Owners

DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE
LIVE BAIT • BRAND NAME TACKLE • AMMO

LP REFILLS • PROPANE TANKS FOR SALE
OPEN 7 DAYS

118 CICERO RD (SR 19), NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-776-0129

www.schwartzbait&tackle.com

Rentals & Moving Supplies
317-776-1355

Authors favorite crawfish pattern.  (Author Photo)

KOKOMO MARINE
SALES & SERVICE

35 YEARS OF MERCURY MARINE SERVICE
Mercury / Mercruiser Master Technicians

• Spring Tune-ups  • Storage
2000 North Phillips - Kokomo, IN

(765) 457-2202

Three pound bass caught on the lower portion of the Whitewater River.  (Author Photo)
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Nice mid-summer smallmouth taken and released by author. (Author Photo) Bud Denneman of New Palestine takes a break on the Flat Rock River.  (Author Photo)

also offer pick up service.  This stretch of the river
should be fished early in the morning or spring and
fall to avoid the canoe traffic. 

Shifting south to Laughery Creek in the vicinity
of Versailles, public access is available at Versailles
State Park one mile east of the town of Versailles on
State Road 50.  My fishing friends tell me the fish-

ing is good from a few miles north of the park all the
way to the Ohio River.  Fishing is also available in
the park itself.  Sources at the Fly Master Fly Shop
of Indianapolis tell me the lower portion of
Laughery Creek gets a sizeable run of stripers and
wipers from the Ohio River.  This action takes place
sometime during April or early May depending on
weather conditions and water level

Indiana hasn’t always had quality fishing for
smallmouth bass.  As a child my father and I fre-
quently fished the Flat Rock River and I don’t ever
recall catching a smallmouth over twelve inches.
During the eighties I almost stopped fishing the
local rivers and streams.  It was very discouraging to
fish all day long only to come up empty handed or
with only a few small fish, however sometime dur-
ing the mid nineties the smallmouth fishery
appeared to be improving.  Most anglers and biolo-
gists attribute the improvement to the lack of fall
plowing by farmers and the concept of catch and
release fishing.  It is accurate to state that I’ve
caught more and bigger smallmouth bass in the past
ten years than I did in the previous thirty years com-
bined.  It’s not unusual for a quick trip to one of my
pet streams to produce a dozen fish or more.  They
won’t all be giants but most days a fifteen incher or
two shows up, some days a seventeen inch fish
makes an appearance and occasionally one over
twenty inches eats one of my offerings.  But the real
beauty of fishing Indiana streams is the lack of fish-
ing pressure.  I’ve gone years without seeing anoth-
er fisherman.  Granted some rivers get more pres-
sure than others but if you seek solitude you can find

it in Indiana.
If you’re a non-resident you should probably

stick to the tried and true rivers and streams men-
tioned earlier.  However if you live in or close to the
area described I highly suggest you go exploring.
Case in point; for eighteen years I crossed the same
small stream on my way to work.  Daily I dismissed
it as to small to fish.  One day for some reason I
stopped and peered over the bridge and to my sur-
prise I saw a very small smallmouth bass.  Later in
the week I parked my truck and walked upstream,
my reward was the discovery of a pool fifty yards
long and forty feet wide.  The following day I
returned with fly rod in hand and had one of the best
days of smallmouth bass fishing in my life.  This
large opening in the small stream was the home of
numerous bass in the fifteen to nineteen inch range.
The key to finding these honey holes is locating
small streams that flow into major streams that are
known to have strong smallmouth populations.  Fish
from the larger rivers will migrate up the smaller
streams to spawn or in some cases to hang out all
summer.   

Fly fishing for smallmouth bass can be challeng-
ing.  If you don’t know how to fly fish find a friend
to give you a helping hand or seek out a profession-
al instructor.  A good instructor can cut years off of
your goal of becoming a skilled fly fisherman. 

Last but not least practice catch and release.  It
takes eight to ten years for a smallmouth bass to
reach trophy size.  These beauties are far too valu-
able to be taken from their watery home for the pur-
pose of a fish fry.

CALL US TODAY

765-935-3849

2 Salisbury Rd., Richmond, IN

• Major engine work
• Cooling system service
• Towing

• Tune-ups      
• Brakes
• Transmissions 

Courteous, Friendly Service
Questions?  Just Ask!  We’re Here To Help!

Pick up & delivery service available

Complete Auto Service

MCCLEERY’S 
DOG CARRIERS

1/2” Treated Floor
Walls & Top Insulated
Custom Built 

Boxes & Trailers

LEXINGTON, INDIANA 812-866-4510
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What Do You See 
Wrong In Campgrounds?

Over the years El and I have been in camping areas
ranging from very primitive to ultra-expensive resorts,
from private campgrounds, county and State Parks and
recreation areas, to group camps and various stages of
federal forests, parks and engineering projects.  Can
you believe none of these are exempt from problems
small and large and many in between?  In our camp-
ground we had every type of camping unit from the
lean to and tipi's, tents, fold downs, travel trailers and
5th wheels to several hundred thousand dollar motor
coaches.  We even had one guy sleep in his car around
the lakes for a while as he had lost his house and fam-
ily and had to travel each day to work, so he came in
late, got a little sleep and left early the next morning
after a quick shower.

I think our campers would agree that we accepted
all types of suggestions about what "could" or "should"
take place to make things more acceptable to them and
other prospective campers.  They knew, as did we,
which large changes could seldom be made, but even
in seemingly small instances there may have been
restrictions, usually finances.

An example, probably in the early 1990's, a
spokesperson from the State Board of Health, told a
gathering of Indiana Campground Owners at our annu-
al meeting, that there would be a bill in legislature to
restrict any discharge of untreated sewerage off prop-
erty.  Even though in our purchase of the campground
in 1978 we had inherited a septic/chlorination type sys-
tem and chlorine would not be able to be discharged
into the environment, and especially off your property.
We soon realized we would need to change systems to
comply with State Board of Health regulations.

Even though we asked for and were given sugges-
tions about what should be installed, I could see (main-
ly by having a little background with a Masters' Degree
in Biology and another in the Geosciences) that there
would be problems with the suggested systems on our
particular property.  It seemed to me that there would
need to be various changes in the aforementioned sys-
tems every few years and I didn't want to tackle the
expense and physical tearing up of the ground so often.
I chose a system that was not entirely accepted in
Indiana (we saw it in Louisiana on one of my Ecology
Club's field experiences).  It was a constructed wetland
waste-water treatment system.  To make discussion
short, I had blueprints drawn, submitted them to the
State Board of Health and waited a long time for a noti-
fication of acceptance.  When it arrived we were told it
would be on an experimental basis---and, if not func-
tioning properly I would need to change back to one of
the earlier suggested plans.  At the time the system was
installed it cost around $70,000 and at present the same
system is over $400,000.

When the State found no problems with the system
they told me we could probably hook up a whole com-
munity to it.  We and the new owner have had no prob-
lems since the mid-1990's when it was installed.

This is the high end of suggestions and compliance.
There are literally hundreds of things that could go
wrong in a facility such as a campground.
Observations and suggestions by campers do not
always go in one ear and out the other, but in some
cases in smaller campgrounds, money is usually the
problem.  Serious problems should be corrected imme-
diately but smaller, usually insignificant ones, can be
put on hold until the big and maybe dangerous situa-
tions are corrected.

Interestingly enough, county boards of health

throughout states (and not just Indiana) vary quite a lot
on how they cite campgrounds (and probably other
types of public facilities) for problems and possible
necessary compliance with State rules.  When our pri-
vate campground owners got together at monthly
meetings at campgrounds throughout the State, we
heard of instances of necessary strict adherence to the
rules to extreme bending of the rules.  El and I  have
actually discussed similar problems with owners and
managers of campgrounds through-out the United
States.  We usually have found a much larger range of
problems in some of the states where there was a lot
more slack in making the campgrounds comply than
here in Indiana.  We should be proud that here in
Indiana if a problem is not fixed, the noose if fitted and
tightened.  We know there are a few places where the
"good 'old boy system" is in effect but we're tough
compared to other states.  We asked owners/managers
how they got by with  certain activities and we've heard
anything from "the inspector schedules annual or quar-
terly inspections with you or that they appear at any
time to inspect, or that a state board has just changed a
regulation and have a dragnet out to catch unsuspect-
ing violators, to owners/managers that have a phone,
text, or e-mail system where they warn one another
that the state boys are on the road again and the real
kicker, we've never been inspected or they come every
two or three years."  In Indiana we should be glad to
get checked on a regular basis.  We gripe but it's for the
well-being of the health and safety of our campground
guests, and it actually has a lot to do with keeping
insurance rates down.  Plus we don't get the questions
and suggestions from our campers.

We'll write more about watching for and reporting
to the owner/manager about various problems you
might wonder about while camping in their facilities in
the July Gad-a-Bout.

If you are going to any of the activities in or around
the Lafayette area, to Purdue or to any of the many fes-
tivals and county fairs, you are welcome to visit
Wolfe's Leisure Time Campground on Old State
Road 25 at Americus. Mary and Dale have a lot
planned. Weekend activities include: May 17-20 Paw
print Week Contest: www.wltc.org/pawprints.htm,
Mexican Potluck Saturday Night. Bring dish and
recipe to show; May 24-27 Memorial Day Weekend-
Kids games, Bingo, Indy Matchbox Car Races, corn
hole, Pancake breakfast, Karaoke Sunday Evening:
May 31-June 1 Minute-to-Win-It Weekend; June 7-8
Rummage Sale; June 14-16 Fathers' Day-Fish Fry
bring side dish to share, then Biscuits and Gravy
Sunday morning; June 21-22 Wii Tourneys w/ bowl-
ing and golf, bring your own controller; June 28-29
Western Days, cook over open fire, make pudgy pies,
a country rock band, bring cowboy hats.  Website:
www.wltc.org.

If you have anything you would like us to write
about, contact us at: 260-637-3524 or e-mail at:
jmacnut@yahoo.com. Remember to pick up Indiana
Festival Guides and Camp Indiana camp-ground direc-
tories at rest areas on the interstate and in your neigh-
borhood visitors' bureau. After a very rainy beginning
of camping season here in Indiana, we've heard that
nearly all the types of campgrounds are mopping up
and ready to go.  It's time to hit the road and see what
your state has to offer.  Good camping!!!!

John and El McCory

Camping  Here  &  Beyond

by John and El McCory

Web Site:  www.kentsharbor.com  E-mail:  lodging@kentsharbor.com

Gilliland Trailer Sales, Inc. 
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New & Used Camping Trailers, 
Travel Trailers & Fifth Wheels,

Look and American Hauler
Cargo Trailers
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Large Parts & Accessories Department
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Email: gillilandtrailer@yahoo.com
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3614 E. Hwy. 256
Scottsburg, IN 47170
PH: 812-794-2769

www.pioneersvillage.com
E-mail: whittymore@pioneersvillage.com

• Backflow Certification and Repair
• Certified Pipe Welding
• Threaded Piping
• Copper Piping
• Victaulic Piping 

• Gas / Air
• Domestic Hot & Cold Water
• Sanitary / Drains / Vents
• Steam / Condensate
• Valve Replacement

• Water Heaters - Gas and Electric
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• Pipe Repairs
• Hydronic Heating 

• Gas Appliance Installation
• Gas Piping
• Water Lines
• Sanitary Lines
• Sinks / Faucets / Closets

MECHANICAL PIPING

RESIDENTIAL PIPING

Licensed and Insured
Plumbing Contracting Number:  PC10300225
Backflow Registration Number:  BF 03-2304

Residential / Commercial / Industrial
P.O. Box 101 • Springport, IN 47386

(765) 717-9658
Email: terrance@triplejplumbing.net

PIPE WELDING AND FABRICATION

MILROY SHOES
Mastercard - Visa

9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
(765) 629-2109
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New Indiana Reservoir
Seven miles long, covering 2100 acres, holding six

billion gallons of water, extending along White River
from just west of Scatterfield Road in Anderson,
around Chesterfield and Daleville, and ending around
County Road 300 South in southeastern Delaware
County—this is the proposed site of the Mounds Lake
Reservoir.

Several years ago, officials of Madison and
Delaware counties began talking about the possibility
of creating a new reservoir in these two east central
Indiana counties.  But, it wasn’t until early 2013 these
plans came to the notice of the general public.  

Creating a lake of this size, in this area, will natural-
ly affect many individuals, businesses, and organiza-
tions, plus local flora and fauna.  Some of these will
benefit from the changes which will come if the new
reservoir idea becomes a reality, while others will
endure severe hardships.  Three public meetings have
already occurred in the two counties allowing the peo-
ple to listen to the proposals, ask questions, and get a
better idea of what is actually happening.  Several hun-
dred people have attended each of these events.

Rob Sparks, Executive Director of the
Anderson/Madison County Corporation for Economic
Development, and officials of both Chesterfield and
Daleville, towns which would be directly affected by
the proposed new lake, are in favor of the plan.
Supporters of the proposed reservoir say it will bring
new business to the area which Anderson desperately
needs since the loss of Delco Remy and Guide Lamp
many years ago.  

The lake would bring increased revenue to the
counties from tourism in the form of fishing, boating,
and other water-related activities.  Marinas would be
built to supply the needs of the influx of boats and
anglers to the affected towns.  Waterfront property
would be created raising property values significantly
and bringing construction jobs and an increase in
building material purchases.  As the community
improves and becomes more desirable, local popula-
tion may increase, and lodging, restaurants, and other
local businesses should see more money flowing
through their doors.  The new reservoir would proba-
bly bring in more income by supplementing the
Indianapolis area water supply.  Proponents say local
wildlife habitat would also be improved.

Unfortunately, as would be expected with a project
this size, there are also numerous problems which must
be overcome.  The first would be the cost.  Mr. Sparks
and his fellow members of the Economic Development
Corporation suggest it would cost between 300 and
400 million dollars.  Everything considered, this seems
like a very reasonable figure to accomplish everything
which must be done to complete this project.  But is it
a reasonable figure?  If it goes forward, 2020 is the
guestimate for completion of the reservoir.  

Looking at cost estimates of building roads,
bridges, stadiums, and other projects requiring even
two or three years to finish, how many come in com-
pleted, at or near  their estimated time and budget.
Most, including several reservoirs built in Georgia,
ended up costing two, three, or even four times the pro-
jected cost.  The longer almost any project takes to
complete, the higher the cost will probably be.
Especially if it involves any government entity.

Another major problem is seven miles of riverfront
property is going to be under water.  On the west end
of the impoundment, Mounds Mall in Anderson will be
on the bottom of the lake.  This Mall was the first

With Rich Creason

Outdoors

Mounds State Park entrance sign.  (Author Photo) View of the Whiter River through Mounds State Park from road to campground. The bank
towards the top of photo would be lake bottom property..  (Author Photo)

homeowners and business owners are against the pro-
posed reservoir.  How they will be compensated for
their loss is still under discussion.

Just a short ways upriver from this area are two
other obstacles garnering much debate.  One is
Mounds State Park.  To what extent will this historic
area be affected?  At least one of the trails along the
White River will be flooded.  The campground will
probably be on the banks of the lake while the Great
Indian Mounds for which the park is named will prob-
ably remain high and dry.  

Just north of the park lies the Anderson Airport.
The 5400 foot runway can handle large corporate jets
and the 1,000 foot safety area (required) past the end of
the paved runway extends to the fence along the pres-
ent banks of the river.  Debates are still ongoing about
how much of the airport will be affected.  The present
runway cannot be extended on the opposite end
because of the nearby CSX railroad tracks.

The status of at least six bridges along the waterway
will have to be determined.  To avoid contamination of
the reservoir, it has been suggested farmers along the
river will have to change to non-polluting fertilizer and
chemicals or move their farming operations further
away from the shoreline.  Others wonder if pollution of
the water will occur when the Mounds Mall area is
flooded.  This used to be one of the local landfills.

Another potential problem to the final approval of
Mounds Lake is the decision about several endangered
species which live, or are thought to live, in the area.
The Indiana bat will be able to fly away from the water,
but some of its hibernation area may be inundated.
Two species of mollusks are thought to live in the
White River.  While being underwater doesn’t hurt
them, these species prefer flowing water as opposed to
still lake water.  Three species of endangered dragon-
flies in the area will probably not be greatly affected.
Several endangered species of plant life may have to be

Located 4 miles East of Noblesville on Rt. 38
773-33268  or  Toll  Free  1-8800-7773-66223

Local distributor ofWelcome Fishermen & Campers:  We carry the following for your convenience....
• Live Bait  • Ice  • Firewood and more  

• Ready to eat sandwiches  • Milk  • Bread  • Ice Cream  • Miscellaneous groceries
• RV & Camping Supplies  • Propane  • RV Repair

We also have Bird watching items, Field guides, Lawn flags, 
Decorations, Gifts and Memorial Day items 

Thanks to all who attended our Grand Opening and made it an awesome success!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - SUN-THURS: 5 am - 9 pm / FRI-SAT: 5 am -10 pm

“Jack’s Donuts on Sat. & Sun., stop in for a free cup of coffee”
4277 E SR 36 (Corner of 36 & Messick Rd) • Mooreland, IN 47360

www.atiservice.com

enclosed mall in Indiana.
Closing this establishment
will eliminate many busi-
nesses and cost hundreds
of jobs.  Just across the
street to the east, another
large area of businesses
will be destroyed.  To the
north of the mall hundreds
of houses will become
underwater property.
Naturally, many of these
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Dale  Hardy  Supplies
Just 2 Miles North of US 24 on US 35

Logansport,  Indiana
(574)  753-66843

• Houndsmen Dog Boxes • Cajun Lights
• Nite Lites • Hunting & Trapping Supplies
• Diamond Dog Food • Buyer of Wild Root

• Red Wing Shoes • Carhartts
• Horse Supplies & Tack • Custom Leather

www.dalehardysupplies.com
dalehardy_supplies@hotmail.com

Monday - Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-5

Closed Sunday

So you want to trap Part 2
So you got your places to set your traps on.  You

got your equipment rounded up and ready to go.
How do you use it?  What do you do with what you
catch?  Oh my God, I caught a skunk.  Now what?
Ok. OK. Take a deep breath. There is a lot more to
this trapping sport than just slapping a trap into the
ground.

I already mentioned that the Indiana State
Trappers Association (ISTA), in conjunction with the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
puts on several Trapper Education (TE) classes each
year.  You can find some of these events at the ISTA’s
website, www.indianatrapper.com, in the Calendar
section.  The Fur Takers of America (FTA) also run
some classes and have some local rendezvous’s.  You
can find more about them at www.furtakersofamer-
ica.com.  Look under their Chapter listings to find
one close to you.  The Annual Conventions and
Rendezvous are great places to see demonstrations
on everything, and to meet up with people who offer
specific services and training.  Look on the above
site for the FTA and at www.nationaltrappers.com
for the National Trappers Association (NTA).  The

NTA Convention and Rendezvous is in Lima, Ohio
this year, August 1 – 4, 2013.  The FTA Convention
and Rendezvous is in Marshfield, WI, June 27 – 30,
2013.  Both will have demonstrations put on by the
big fur houses of Canada.

As I said last month, it is easy to turn a $12.00
muskrat into a $1.00 muskrat, or a $35.00 raccoon
into a $5.00 raccoon.  It is impossible to turn a $1.00
muskrat into a $12.00 muskrat, or a $5.00 raccoon
into a $35.00.  It is very hard to try and describe how
to skin, flesh, and stretch an animal in print.  My best
advice would be to go to YouTube if you cannot find
a Fur Buyer close to you.  Skinning involves a whole
other set of tools and equipment.  You generally hang
your catch from a skinning gabriel.  This instrument
locks onto the hind legs and holds them steady while
they hang in the air.  The skin is worked loose from
the hind legs and tail and then you pull it off like tak-
ing your socks off.  This is called case skinning and
the technique is used for muskrats, mink, raccoon,
fox, coyote, skunk and opossum. From there, things
may be done quite differently, depending on the
species we are discussing.  You need equipment for
fleshing, i.e. getting off the excessive fat and tissue
so the skin dries correctly, and for stretching, either
wire frames or wooden boards.  This is why I recom-
mended that you do not do this initially, because it is
so easy to destroy an otherwise valuable pelt.

Alternatively, you may take the whole, “in the
round”, animals to local fur buyers and sell them as
they are.  You may also freeze them that way and
bring them to an auction,” as is”.  Mind you, most
auctions require that the animals be thawed out so
that they can be examined for any damage, and they
will not bring as much money as if they were
skinned, stretched and dried.  There are a few people,
like Dennis Cobb, (317.432.6593 or 765.534.4349)
who will professionally process your catch for you at
a very reasonable cost.  I believe that he will even
skin it for you.   It just costs you more, that’s all.  If
you want to learn, buy some DVD’s or a good book,
find someone to watch, go to the TE Classes, and
visit the National Conventions.  I have done all of
that, and I still do not feel like I have a real good

by Dr. Fred Philips, DVM

Indiana State
Trappers Association

TELEPHONE:  (765) 855-1450
TOLL FREE:  1-888-860-8253

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE17

grasp on fur processing,
mostly because to get
good, you have to prac-
tice, a lot.  My catch is
not that large, and I do
not get the time to prac-
tice, a lot.  I still try, and I
learn more with every
effort.

Now dealing with
skunks, that is a whole
different story.  One that
stinks if you ask me.

So as you go, watch
your top knot.  Keep your
eyes along the skyline.
Fred “DR” Philips, DVM  

considered.
There are still years of discussion and study

which will take place before the 2500 foot earthen
dam could be built.  Economics, environmental stud-
ies, politics, and many other aspects will play a part
in the final outcome.  The Indiana Department of
Natural Resources will have to eventually become
involved as mandated by state and/or federal laws.
The DNR would have to review a permit application
for construction in a floodway which would also
involve the Divisions of Water, Law Enforcement,
Nature Preserves and Fish & Wildlife.  Possibly the
Divisions of Historic Preservation & Archeology and
State Parks & Reservoirs would weigh in on the per-
mit.

Other regulatory interests would include the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and possibly the
U.S. Department of the Interior’s National Park
Service, which manages the National Register of
Historic Places.  The entire Mounds State Park com-
plex is on the National Register, so any impact the
proposed reservoir might have on the park would
likely be evaluated by the National Park Service. 

The Anderson Herald-Bulletin newspaper has a
website at www.heraldbulletin.com/reservoir which
has much more information on this subject, or just

Google Mounds Lake Reservoir, Anderson, Indiana
and keep checking back for updated info.  

It is still much too early in the project for me to
have an opinion on whether I am pro or con on this
topic.  Because of the numerous entities involved

with the idea, it might just fizzle to a slow death in
the next several years.  Then, I won’t have to decide
which side I am on.

The author may be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

These businesses on the east side of Scatterfield Road will become water bottom proper-
ty.  (Author Photo)

This photo taken from the east side of Scatterfield Road shows the Mounds Mall in the back-
ground and the Texas Roadhouse restaurant in the foreground. Both will be under water.
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April Tournaments
Photos by Ron Bilbrey

April 6th the Indiana Slab Masters held their second
tournament of 2013 on Cataract Reservoir in
Cloverdale, IN. We Launched out of Cunot ramp at
6:00am with a slight southwest breeze, shortly after
daylight that breeze turned into a strong southwestern
wind and made us rethink fishing a north eastern shore-
line. The bite was good all day and the crappie were
not in short supply. We made three moves throughout
the day and never had a lack of fish just a lack of big
fish. In all my partner and I caught well over a hundred
crappie with most being in the 9 to 10” range. We man-
aged to get seven crappie  for a total weight of 4.66 not
what we were looking for but good enough for eigh-
teenth place out of 36 boats.

The winning team of Myron Etchinson and Jim
Kiritsis fished an area near the State Park ramp and
caught their 5.86 lbs of fish spider rigging four feet
deep and moving slowly in seven feet of water in the
back of a cove using bass minnow rigs with red hooks
and hi-vis yellow line, Myron said they stayed in the
same water depth all day but did change to three feet
deep as the sun came up and their fish moved up in the
water column. Congratulations to Myron and Jim on a
well deserved win on a tough day.

The always tough team of Tom Hankins and Glen
Gill finished in second place spider rigging 13-20’ of
water on the south side of the lake using Lake Fork
baby shad sometimes tipping with live bait. Finishing
in third place with 5.56lb Mike Bledsoe and Allen
Sutkowski edged out the fourth place team of Charlie
and Paul Hildreth with a 1.10lb big fish. Mike and
Allen caught their fish spider rigging with hair jigs in

6-10’ of water. Rounding out the top five is the team of
Doug and Dawson Berg which also spider rigged near
the state park ramp in 20-25’ of water fishing 12’ deep
with minnows to claim their first top five of the season. 

The Brookville tournament was held April 20th at
Fairfield ramp on the east side of the lake.  Jays
Midlake was the hosts bait shop and we would like to
thank them for supporting the Indiana Slab Masters for
the second year.  Conditions for the tournament were
less than perfect, rain days prior to the tournament
muddied the water and 25 mph winds the day before
the tournament made pre fishing tough. My partner
could not make this tournament so I decided to fish it
alone as we needed the points to stay in the top ten. 

The morning of the tournament I launched out of
Fairfield ramp and headed south towards clearer water.
I caught my first crappie at 7:30 spider rigging over a
brush pile in 16 feet of water. I targeted the same water
depth for the next three hours trolling between stumps
and the brush pile catching three more crappie. 10:30
came and I had to decide which way to go as I felt it
was time to make a move not catching a fish in almost
an hour. I made my way North to a spot I had pre fished
the year before, the water was muddy but 2- 3 degrees
warmer than the previous spot, again I targeted 16 feet
of water and using the side imaging I found a down
tree on the edge of a flat and quickly set up and pushed
my minnow rigs up to the tree. My first push landed
two fish almost instantly and the tree paid off with
about twenty more decent fish allowing me to cull
smaller fish and finally giving up a 7 fish limit of 5.60
lbs. which was good enough for third place. 

The team of Nate Noblitt and Lonnie Phillips won
the Brookville tournament and big fish with a 1.47 lb
slab and total weight of 6.09lbs. Congratulations on
their first win with the Slab Masters. Nate and Lonnie
spider rigged 20 feet of water 14 feet deep with Lake
Fork sickle tails tipped with minnows and caught their
big fish with only 3 minutes left in the tournament.
Tom Hankins and Glen Gill finished second in their
2nd consecutive tournament and third top three in as
many tournaments. Tom and Glen spider rigged 4to 11
foot of water with Lake fork baby shad and tubes
tipped with bass minnows to catch their 5.64lbs. With
our first top five Ron Bilbrey and Damon Phillips
weighed in with 5.60lbs Finishing in fourth place and
their first top five this year was the team of Brett
Cunnigham and Josh Kleber . Brett also fished this
tournament alone and found his fish spider rigging nine
feet of water 3-4 feet deep with Nothead tackle baits.
The team of Jim Raymer and Doug Sikora finished in
fifth place for their first top five of the season. Jim and
Doug were vertical jigging 12 to 20 feet of water with

by Ron Bilbrey

Indiana Slab Masters

BURRIS
ELECTRIC &

PLUMBING
SUPPLY, INC.

COMPLETE LINE OF 
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING

CUTLER-HAMMER • G.E. SW GEAR
HYDROMATIC • BROAN

TOLL FREE 1-800-998-3576

812-794-2257

812-273-2976

812-522-7401
SEYMOUR

MADISON

110 N. O’BRIEN ST.

1-877-322-7401
2976 SHUN PIKE RD.

1-888-845-2388
199 N. FRONTAGE RD.

SINCE 1980

AUSTIN

MON. - THURS. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.
FRI. 8 A.M. - 9 P.M. • SAT. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.

SUN. 8 A.M. - 5 P.M.

11143 U.S. 52
Brookville, IN 47012

(765) 647-2781

Riverside Sporting Goods

1811 N. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46952 • 765-662-1590

Family Owned & Operated
Manager:  Chad Phillips

Fishing • Live Bait • Tackle • Propane
Ice • Hunting • Guns • Ammo • Archery

Personal Protection • Canoe Rental
U-Haul Rental - 765-664-7939www.riggle-waltermann.com

First Place winners at Cataract Reservoir was Myron Etchinson and Jim Kiritsis.  They
caught their fish spider rigging four feet deep using bass minnow rigs.

Catching the big fish at Brookville was Nate Noblitt,  it
weighed 1.47 lb.  (Author Photo)
Bobby Garland and Southern pro baits using BnM rods
to catch their fish. 

Top five results from both April tournaments are
listed below and complete results can be seen at indi-
anaslabmasters.com

Cataract Reservoir
1st  Myron Etchinson & Jim Kiristis                    5.86lbs
2nd  Glen Gill & Tom Hankins                           5.77lbs 

First Place winners at Brookville Reserovir was Nate Noblitt and Lonnie Phillips.  They spi-
der rigged 20 feet of water 14 feet deep with Lake Fork sickle tails tipped with minnows.
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www.jiffyjigs.com

www.driftmaster.comwww.bnmpoles.com

www.thesportsmansshack.comwww.crazyanglertackle.com

WEEKDAYS
9-6

SATURDAY
9-12

15% OFF ALL ATV ACCESSORIES IN STOCK
10% OFF SPECIAL ORDERS

We Service All Major Brands of ATV’s
From Oil Changes to Complete Rebuilds
Hwy 31 S. in Scottsburg, IN.  Just Off I-65

30 Mile. N. of Louisville — 85 Miles S. of INDY.

(812) 752-5466
800-521-5344

www.candtcycles.net

Opening Soon “Welcome Back”
Snack Shack

Breakfast and Lunch
HRS: Mon - Sat  7 a.m. to 7 p.m. / Sun  7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Tim  Gladney
1117 Alexandria Pike
Anderson, IN 46012

765.649.9025

TOLLIVERS
Hunting & Fishing Supplies

Directions: From Salem: go 135 N 12 mi., turn
east bottom of Milport Knobs, go 3/10 mile.
From Brownstown: go 135 S. approx. 10 mi.,
then same as above.

(812) 358-4867 or 1-800-238-0358

• Guns  • Ammo  
• Camo Clothing 

• Mathews Bow Dealer  
• Live Bait  • Voyager Boats

See  Us  For  All  Your  Archery  Needs

Superior  Foam  
Insulation

“Say  Goodbye  to  High  Energy  Bills......”

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
COMMERCIAL ROOFING

Basements • Crawl Spaces • Foundations •Pole Barn • Anything
Gary Miller

9185 State Road 3 • Milroy, IN 46156
CELL:  765-228-4480

3rd  Mike Bledsoe & Allen Sotkowski         5.56lbs
4th  Charlie & Paul Hildreth                                5.56lbs
5th  Doug & Dawson Berg                                    5.31lbs
BIG FISH  Josh Ross & Gary Holcomb             1.49lbs 

Brookville Reservoir
1st  Nate Noblitt & Lonnie Phillips                     1.47lbs
2nd  Glen Gill & Tom Hankins                            5.64lbs
3rd  Ron Bilbrey and Damon Phillips                 5.60lbs

4th  Brett Cunningham & Josh Kleber               5.47lbs
5th  Jim Raymer & Doug Sikora                       5.24lbs
BIG FISH  Nate Noblitt & Lonnie Phillips        6.09 lbs

Thanks to our sponsors for the 2013 season
Tight Lines Everyone
Ron Bilbrey

Second Place winners at Cataract Reservoir was Tom Hankins and Glen Gill.  They spider
rigged in 13-20’ of water on the south side of the lake using Lake Fork baby shad.

Second Place winners at Brookville Reservoir was Glen Gill and Tom Hankins.  Spider rig-
ging in 4 to 11 foot of water with Lake fork baby shad and tubes tipped with bass minnows.

Third Place winners at Cataract Reservoir was Mike Bledsoe and Allen Sutkowski.  They
caught their fish spider rigging with hair jigs in 6-10’ of water.

Third Place winner at Brookville Reservoir was Ron Bilbrey.  Ron fished with a spider rig,
trolled between stumps and brushpile and fished a downed tree catching his fish.

Heritage Goodhew Story
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

and siding needs.
Contact Information:
Heritage Goodhew Enterprises, Inc.
209 South Walnut Street
P.O. Box 13
Ridgeville, IN 47380
Office: 765.857.2623 Fax: 765.857.2943

Email: info@heritagegoodhew.com
Website: www.heritagegoodhew.com

Back to me now, one thing that I know as a fact,
not everyone in the metal roofing business can install
the “standing seam metal roofing” properly.  The
Vincent Goodhew family does and I can safely rec-
ommend you to them.

Directions to Heritage Goodhew Enterprises, Inc
in Ridgeville, Indiana:

Ridgeville is halfway between Portland and
Winchester, at Deerfield on U.S. 27 go 3 miles west
on SR 28 to Ridgeville.  They are located 1 1/2
blocks South of 4-way light, on the East side in red
and white building.

glad to help them plus Indiana Conservation Officers
will be attending to talk to them about attending
"Hunters Education classes" and other subjects. 

The Bench Show is at 6 p.m. and the Nite Hunt is
at 9 p.m.  Those who want to hunt must have a dog to
hunt and only UKC Registered Dogs can hunt.

For more information contact:  Donnie Huber, 765-
825-6561 or tree_dogs2003@yahoo.com

FLOOD DAMAGE CLOSES TURKEYRUN
SUSPENSION BRIDGE BUILT IN 1918

An April flood that caused significant structural
damage to the suspension bridge at Turkey Run State
Park has resulted in immediate closure of the bridge
for public use.

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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a boost of the bass population.
They begin channel catfish production in early sum-

mer using adult fish kept on sight at the hatchery. The
adult fish deposit their eggs in ten gallon containers placed
on the bottoms of the hatchery ponds. The eggs are then
brought indoors for incubation, and hatch in about a week.
The newly hatched catfish are then transferred to brood-
ing ponds and fed a formulated diet until they grow to
around 12 inches in the first year. Catfish are normally
stocked throughout the state in the fall.

The fisheries people are not only responsible for oper-
ating the hatcheries but also conduct most of the annual
statewide fish surveys. I got to speak to Jim True who
leads the survey team for Ohio District Five, which
includes my favorite fishing hole, Acton Lake at Hueston
Woods State Park. His team conducts test nettings and
operate the electro-fishing survey boat. The large, heavy
gauge, flat-bottomed aluminum boat is fitted with a pair
of extendable booms that can extend to over ten foot in
front of the boat. Each boom with a circular patterned
array of electrodes that are lowered to the waters surface
discharging 400 volts at 4 amps. In shallow areas this
charge will temporarily stun all the fish in close proximi-
ty allowing them to be netted then measured, weighed and
any other tests needed, then safely returned to the water.
Usually on the same outing of two to three days, (actual-
ly most work is done at night so as not to disrupt activities
of local anglers). Up to ten net traps are set and checked
every few hours. "Acton Lake is at or near the top of our
best Ohio bass lakes, and we pay particular attention to
them when we're down there" said Mr. True. "Also since
the introduction of saugeye at Acton Lake we monitor
their progress closely as well." Asked about the crappie
population at Acton Mr. True responded, "after the bad
fish kill there back in 1990, we restocked Acton with sev-
eral truck loads of adult crappie netted from Grand Lake
St. Marys. Hatchery raised bass, catfish and bluegill were
also stocked as part of the lakes rehabilitation. Acton Lake
has made a complete recovery and is one of the states best
all around fishing lakes."

The annual survey at Acton Lake is coming up soon
and I hope to be able to ride along with them and learn
first hand exactly how a survey is done. In the mean time
fishing reports from Whitewater Lake, Brookville Lake
and Acton Lake are very good with high numbers of
good-sized Bass, Catfish and Crappie taken daily. Don't
forget Whitewater Lake is restricted to trolling motors
only, Acton Lake is restricted to a maximum of 10 hp, and
Brookville is unlimited with strictly enforced idle zones.
So if you're not fishing you're missing out, don't forget
your life jackets and other safety equipment. As always
your comments are appreciated, pasports@ydial.net .

by Paul McCloud

LLooookkiinngg  DDoowwnnssttrreeaamm

June a Visit to a 
DNR Fish Hatchery

My wife and I recently toured the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources Division of Wildlife fish hatchery at St.
Marys, Ohio just below the East dam of Grand Lake St.
Marys. The 160-acre facility is one of six hatcheries oper-
ated by the state. It was opened in 1913 by the Western
Ohio Fish and Game Association and was officially taken
over by the state in 1936. This hatchery has 26 ponds for
an equivalent of 43 water acres including two outdoor
raceways. The main indoor production area handles bil-
lions of fish eggs annually in large banks of hatching tubes
and nine rearing troughs. Water is drawn from Grand
Lake St. Marys at a rate of up to 5000 gallons per minute
and an on sight well with a 375-gallon per minute capac-
ity. The abundant water supply allows the hatchery to
raise saugeye, walleye, yellow perch, channel catfish, and
largemouth bass.

Production begins in the spring with walleye egg col-
lection for use in producing both walleye and the hybrid
saugeye. In the production of saugeye, tubs of walleye
eggs are fertilized with sauger sperm and placed in the
hatching tubes where they are continually bathed in fresh
water. Damaged, dead and unfertile eggs turn white and
float above fertilized eggs. When the fry hatch in three
days they swim up in the tube and are carried into the
brooding trough where they are kept for from three to no
more than five days. The fry at birth have a yoke sack and
a thin membrane over there mouths. In three to four days
they have used up the yoke sack and the membrane over
their mouths flakes off. At this point the highly cannibal-
istic fry have to be released or they will start to eat each
other, so they are collected and released into whatever
body of water in the state they're needed. I have to admit
I was quite surprised by this; you have to think that most
of these tiny little fish will quickly enter the food chain. It
was explained that even in nature only a very small per-
centage of any fish species newly hatched fry live to
become an adult fish, and they allow for this.

Also in the spring, yellow perch breeding adults are
placed into hatchery ponds along with submerged trees
and bushes that provide spawning structure. Later after
the spawning is complete the adult fish are removed and
the fry fed on zooplankton are allowed to grow to two to
three inches then released into Ohio lakes.

Largemouth bass breeding adults are stocked into
hatchery ponds that have gravel spawning beds. Once the
springtime water temperature reaches 65  the bass spawn.
After the all the eggs have hatched the fry are collected
and transferred to grow on ponds at a rate of 15,000 per
acre. Adult fathead minnows are often stocked in these
ponds ahead of the young bass, and the minnow fry are
then available as a natural food for the bass. Later, in the
fall the young bass having grown to three to five inches
are stocked into public fishing waters determined to need

Christian Based Company
Expanding Across Nation

We Need Sales Representatives
With An Excellent Opportunity

To Move Up Into Sales Management
Excellent Commissions

We Train, Ag or Construction a Plus

Call: 812-593-1457

War souvenirs
See Miles or Sharrie

612 North A Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
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AND LOTS MORE

Cabin Restaurant
Cabin Rental & Lounge

Live Entertainment Friday
Saturday 7 pm - 12 Midnight

Closed on Tuesdays

Hodgepodge Gift Shoppe
Dolls, Concrete, Eagles,

Angels, Indians & Beanies
4015 W. SR 446 Monroe Lake

(812) 323-9654

Hot Coffee, Breakfast Anytime
Steaks, Lunch & Sandwiches

PRE - 1964 WINCHESTER’S & COLLECTABLES
SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA’S

LARGEST GUN TRADER!

MARVIN L. COLE
ROBERTA S. COLE

812-663-2030

• CASE KNIVES      • DISCONTINUED -
WINCHESTER 9422 & 9417 RIFLES
• TRAP GUNS - 17 HMR RIFLES
• RELOADING COMPONENTS
• PROFESSIONAL & REASONABLE

GUNSMITH
• NITE LITES 

“SPECIAL ORDERS & LAYAWAYS”

1510 NORTH LINCOLN STREET, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 47240

Dairy Inn
A Family Owned Restaurant

In Liberty, IN 765-458--5812

A Family Destination of Boaters, Campers and Hikers Since 
1957.  Stop in and see us, it wouldn’t be the same without you.

Chicken, Sandwiches, Wings,
Shakes & Soft Serve Desserts

Hwy 44, One Block West of Traffic Light 

Open Everyday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.-Summer.  11 to 9 - Winter

(See our complete menu at www.jsdairyinn.com)

AAmmii sshh     CChhee ee ss ee     HHoouuss ee

CLAYBORN ST, METAMORA, IN
MAP NO. 105

CHEESE - POTTERY - FLORAL
RADA STAINLESS KNIVES & STONE WARE

SUGAR FREE JAMS, JELLIES, 
CANDY & SPICES

Robert Austen 765-932-3492
Home 5417 E. 600 S., Rushville, IN 46173

Contractors & Roofers
Are you looking for ways to add another edge to
your business and increase your income?
Do you wish for more free time?
Are you making $1,000 dollars net profit per day?
You must be honest, teachable, energetic and
serious about becoming successful.
We train.  
Low startup cost with significant profit potential.

Call now for FREE information.

Call: 812-593-1457

Fisheries worker explains the operation of the hatchery to
visitors, standing next to two brooding troughs full of mil-
lions of tiny Saugeye fry.  (Author Photo)
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Reminiscing
Slow day - perfect.  On our back deck, it's under

roof, so I guess Hal Bench would say it's a porch.
Suits me, whatever rocks your chair.  Back some
years, growing up on the farm, it would have been
a porch.  Besides, I don't know of anyone back then
what would have built a wooden floor without a
roof.

So as I said in the beginning, here on the back
porch, it's very comfortable.  The temperature is 75
degrees and there's a slight breeze from the south
east.  It's good to see the weather vane arrow creep
around to the south.  That should improve fishing,
but more on that further on.

Along with several hanging planters of various
colored petunias, there are two small bird houses.
One, painted red, white and blue and built by grand-
daughter Elizabeth a few years back, hangs on one
corner of the porch, but under the roof edge.  The
other, in a tasteful brown stain, was built by grand-
son Gus about a year ago.

Today, a house wren is beginning the nest build-
ing process in the brown house.  Seems to me to be
a bit late in the season to begin nest building.
Maybe wrens are like mourning doves and build
nests and lay eggs several times a year - at least
from spring to fall.  It's paying a compliment to the
dove, calling the affair of 12 sticks arranged on the
flat fork in a tree branch, a nest.

Anyhow, this wren is stuffing the brown house
with various sticks, grass and dried weeds.  Now as
I watch this process - I can only see the part that
goes on outside the house - there are ends of sticks
and stuff protruding from the entrance hole and the
ventilation opening under the roof.

I'm unsure whether the builder is the only wren
on the job.  Telling the difference between him and
her in the wren world is  beyond my scope of
knowledge.

Now, the wrens or maybe just this wren was con-
structing in the red, white and blue bird house about
five or so days back.  It also has an assortment of
sticks and such sticking out of the entrance hole and
the ventilation areas.  Now, it seems to me  that I
have read where the male house wren will build
several nests, allowing the prospective mate the
opportunity to make her choice.

Right now, the wren is trying to get a six inch
piece of barberry twig into the 3/4 inch hole. Seems
this piece of barberry with its thorns would not be a
choice item of building material.  But then maybe
he doesn't want her to pick this particular house.

At the rate construction is proceeding, the little
brown house should be stuffed full in another hour

or so. This brings to mind an incident several years
back, when we placed wood duck boxes on Lake
Waveland. The boxes were put up in early spring
and then checked for cleaning in the late fall or
early winter.

One box was stuffed absolutely full of sticks,
dried grass and weeds.  Now, a wood duck box has
at least a cubic foot of space inside and these little
bird houses have only a twenty-fifth of that space.
If one wren filled that wood duck box, he must have
worked day and night for a week.

A pair of chickadees had started nest building in
the red, white and blue house earlier in the spring.
This same house was used by chickadees for three
springs prior to this year.  After putting a few pieces
of furniture in place, over two week's time, the pair
apparently gave it up as a bad attempt.  Maybe there
was a divorce in the family or it was decided there
was a better house on the market.

Later in the day, mid afternoon, grandson Gus
and I trailered the boat to Lake Holiday . The initial
reason was to fish for bluegill with slip bobbers and
bee moth.  This attempt was successful although
most of the fish caught - bluegill, long-eared sunfish
and green sunfish - were under the seven inch mark.
After trying several locations and only four fish in
the live well, it was decided to try for another
specie.

The slip bobber rigged poles put away and the
boat headed out of the big cove, we put three
trolling rods in the rod holders. With the  lures -
Rapala No. 5 Shad Raps - running about 30 yards
behind the boat, I set the throttle at idle and now
we'll see if white bass, wipers or any other fish is
interested in our offering.

The 48 hp SPL Evinrude idles as smoothly as
any outboard I've had.  I thank Tom and Ken Shaver
, Tom's Marine for the motor's performance.
There's no fun or advantage to be on the water -
anywhere - with a hit and miss outboard.  

As we continued up the lake, I reminded Gus to
keep an eye on the rod in the holder at the boat's
stern.  My instructions, "When the rod tip suddenly
bends toward the water, tell me."

As we passed over an area where the water depth
deepened, a number of fish were indicated on the
Garmin depth finder.. And just seconds later, Gus
said, "There is a fish on."  At that point, he took the
rod from its holder and began to reel against the
fish's pull.  No instructions needed from Grandpa.

I had turned to look at Gus and when I turned
back to check the boat's direction and two rods in
the bow - one of which was bent under the pressure
from a fish.  Now it's my turn to bring in a fish.  A
double on the first strike.  We boated two white bass
- both 16 inches in length.  White bass are identified
by the solid black lines running on their sides from
gills to tail.  The wiper is a hybrid, produced by the
crossing of white bass and striped bass. The same
black lines are present, but broken in pattern.

In another 45 minutes of trolling, Gus had boat-
ed another 16 inch white and seven or eight smaller
fish, some identified as small wipers. One more
final pass through an area where several fish had
been hooked and it would be time to load up and
head home.

It was at this point, I noticed one lure riding on
the surface - it should have been running 6 or 7 feet
down.  The lure had, in the process of the boat's turn-
ing, crossed over and entangled on the neighboring
line.  What a mess.  So, gather in the two lines ,
hopelessly tangled, and the third and on to the ramp.
Hey, fish, we'll be back next Thursday.

by Don Bickel, Forester

and that’s the news from
West  Central  Indiana

THE GUN DEN
Buy - Sell - Trade

337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville, IN 46176
(317) 398-3852

FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & HUNTING NEEDS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.thegundenonline.com
We will have 12 different items 

on sale every 12 hours

We do special orders and layaways
We do consignments tooHwy. 56 East • Scottsburg, IN 47170

For All Your Floor
Covering Needs

(812) 754-0888
Now Carrying In Stock

Shades Of America

kathy ireland

4975 S. 1000 W., Andrews, IN 46702
260-468-2768

Peacepipe
Bait & Tackle

OPEN ALL YEAR
HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

BAIT & TACKLE
CAMPING SUPPLIES & GROCERIES 

FIREWOOD
DEER  &  TURKEY  CHECK-IIN  STATION

800 W. McGalliard / Muncie, IN 47303
Hrs. M-F 10am-6pm / Sat. Noon-5pm / Closed Sun.

Pistols / Handguns / Rifles / Shotguns
BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE

Ph. 765-288-GUNS (4867)
Fax. 765-288-4869

McGalliard
Guns & More

••CCrreewwss    AAvvaaii llaabbllee

LAUREL HOTEL
RESTAURANT
200 E. PEARL ST. LOCATED 1 BLOCK OFF SR 121

IN THE QUAINT HISTORICAL TOWN OF LAUREL, IN
• PAN FRIED CHICKEN

• CHAR-BROILED STEAKS
• SEAFOOD & Much More

• Seafood or Country Buffet, Fri. - Sat. 4 - 9 P.M.
• Full Menu, Sunday 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.

MENUS AVAILABLE, ALSO CHILDRENS MENU
FAMILY DINING — LARGE BANQUET ROOM

RESERVATIONS WELCOME 765-698-2912
Closed MON-TUE  HRS: WED-THU 11am-9pm / FRI-SAT 11am-10pm / SUN 11am-8pm 

LESS THAN 10 MINUTES FROM METAMORA
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Metamora, Indiana
May Activities 

JUNE 2013
It’s Strawberry time in Metamora.  The 27th

Annual Strawberry Daze is June 1st and 2nd from
10am-5pm.  Strawberry shortcake tent will be set up
on the front lawn of the Bane House. There will be
musical entertainment around the village. 

Sunday, June 2nd also brings us another install-
ment of Jammin' on the Front Porch of the Mill.  This
is a free jam session on the porch of the Grist Mill
from 1pm-4pm.

The Whitewater Valley Train is very busy this
month.  On June 7th is the Twilight Train to Dinner.
This is the usual train ride to the Laurel Hotel for
dinner.  Reservations are required so be sure to call:
(765) 825-2054 for a fun evening.  

Thomas the Tank Engine and the GoGo Thomas
Tour are coming to Connersville for 2 weekends
June 14-16 and June 21-23.  This is a fun day in
Connersville with activities at the train station as
well as a chance to meet various Thomas the Tank
Engine characters.  For more information call
TicketWeb at 866-468-7630 or visit
http://www.ticketweb.com and search for Thomas
the Tank Engine in Connersville, Indiana.  Just a
reminder during these 2 weeks there will not be any
trains in Metamora.  

June 28th is the Lasers and Lights Train to
Dinner.  This is a special running of the Twilight
Limited Train to Dinner excursion.  The train will
return in time for the Connersville Laser Light Show.
Limited seating is available and reservations are
required. Fares are $29 per person and includes the
round trip train ride, the meal, tax and tip. For more
information call 765-825-2054 or
http://tickets.whitewatervalleyrr.org/.

While this doesn’t happen in June, if you’re inter-
ested you need to get your tickets now! The Dinosaur
Train from the hit PBS show is coming to
Connersville August 17,18,24,25. According to the
website: “families take an adventurous ride to the

by Janice Hunsche
Owner of Kaleidosaurus Books

Happenings in
Metamora, Indiana

Nature Trackers Activity Area where they explore,
play and learn about life science, natural history and
dinosaurs. Guests will meet their favorite T-rex,
Buddy, find real fossils and dig for dinosaur bones!”
This will be another train that sells out quickly.
Tickets are available at
http://tickets.whitewatervalleyrr.org/ or calling
765-825-2054.

One of the fun things about Metamora is the two
big music festivals.  The first one of the year happens
June 26-29 with the Third Annual Whitewater Valley
Bluegrass Festival at Gateway Park.  Some of the
featured bands this year are Appalachian Grass, Tish
and Co., The Retread Bluegrass Band, Berachah
Valley, Open Rail and My Favorite Bluegrass Band.
There will be workshops, a jam session, instrument
vendors, open mic night and more.  All proceeds go
to support the Whitewater Canal Byway Association.
For more information call 765-647-2541 or visit
www.facebook.com/events/118008611727221/ .

Acoustic Final Friday, June 28th at the Lover’s
Lane Stage in Metamora. This is a free open mic in
downtown Metamora.  So stop by to perform or just
listen.  Sign up is at 6pm with music starting at 7pm.

Finally, on June 29 from 5-10pm it’s Twilight
Time: A Night in the Islands.  Enjoy an island
themed, catered dinner at the Grist Mill Park, a twi-
light cruise on the canal as well as live entertainment.
Cost is $35 per person. Reservations are required.
For more information call 765.647.6512.  

So if you’re looking for a fun day trip stop by and
see us in Metamora.

Used Adult Books
Children’s Books

Puzzles for all ages
Wooden Toys

Science and Craft Kits
Games

Where imagination meets fun
Duck Creek Crossing

Hours:  Thursday and Friday 10 am - 4 pm
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm / Sunday 11 am - 5 pm

Metamora, Indiana
765-647-5309

BOBBER STOP
Bait & Tackle

Gas - Ice
Firewood

Picnic Supplies - Camping Gear
Propane - Snacks - Drinks

Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Deer & Turkey Check-in Station

16272 U.S. Hwy 231
Loogootee, IN 47553

812-295-1771

Cap N Hook Sports
“Your Geist Lake Connection”

• Fishing   •Hunting   • Live Bait 
• Ammunition  • Tasers  • Muzzleloaders

“Introducing Archery!”
Tim Wolfe Wildlife

“Deer & Turkey Check Station”
OPEN YEAR ROUND

6383 West Broadway
McCordsville, IN 46055

(317) 336-HOOK (4665)

MIKE CLEVENGER
Owner

765-642-GUNS
642-4867

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE
GUNSMITHING

715 East 53rd Street
Anderson, IN

Mower Sales & Service
Cummins Generators
Browning Safes

• Scag 
• Stihl 
• Echo 
• Honda

935 W. CR 115 S, North Vernon, IN 47265

Phone: (812) 346-3219
Fax: (812) 346-2935

812-752-2991
Junction 31 & 56, Scottsburg, IN

• FISHING SUPPLIES
• CARHARTT CLOTHING
• HUNTING SUPPLIES
• GUNS & AMMO

Hours:
7 am - 8 pm  Mon. - Sat. / 8 am - 6 pm Sun.

ARTISAN CHEESES FROM AMISH MILK

Fresh Baked Goods, Jar Products, Crafts &
Special Orders

Venison Sausage & Uncle Mike’s Jerky
Sample some of our 65 kinds of cheese
Find us at www.amishcheeseshop.com

I-70 Exit 137

2001 North State Road 1 • Cambridge City, IN 47327

Phone:  (765) 478-5847  Toll Free:  (800) 478-5849

CARL SHARP
27 W. Union St.Liberty, IN

458-5574 or 
800-974-5574
www.carlsharp.com

Earth Day in Metamora, Indiana April 20, 2013, looking East
along the Canal, Railroad and in the distance the Aqueduct.
(Photo by Ray Dickerson)
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Over 40 Years of Experience
NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS

TO SERVE YOU BETTER
DEER PROCESSING

Processing • 
(812) 866-4710

4251 S. 850 West

Always Custom Processing!

Both in Hanover
www.patespantry.com

VIP CLUB Text PATES to 77948

Pantry • (812) 866-MEAT (6328)
367 W. LaGrange Rd.

Patoka Lake Crappie Headquarters
Specializing in Crappie Baits

• Gas  • Diesel  • Live Bait  
Featuring Poor Boys “Almost Famous Ribs & BBQ”
• Chicken  • Fish Sandwiches  • Angus Burger & Fries

• Breakfast Items  • Groceries  • Ice
Full Taxidermy Service

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 5 AM TO 8 PM
476 N SR 145, ECKERTY, IN 47116

812-338-3151

POOR BOY’S COUNTRY STORE

“Deer and Turkey Check Station”
Home Processing Supplies

Excellent Sausage & Jerky Seasonings, 
Casings, etc. — “Check us out”

15 W. Grant Street
Knightstown, IN 46148
765-345-2074

J. A. BERTCH & SON
INC.

HARDWARE
PAINT

PLUMBING
ELECTRIC

51 WEST UNION STREET
LIBERTY, IN 47353

PH: 765-458-5512

Quality Parts with “Experience”
www.ebbingautoparts.com

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday (E.S.T.)
6090 West U.S. Highway 50

North Vernon, IN 47265

812-346-1323
Fax:  812-346-8259

sales@ebbingautoparts.com

all decisions regarding all aspects of the
Brookville Canoefest Talent show, including, but
not limited to, choosing the performance field,
performance order, deeming material inappropri-
ate, and disqualifying contestants  •Competition
will be determined on a combined score from a
panel of talent judges and on audience ballots.

Paint Your Paddle
The Support the Franklin County Public

Library District Art Fund by painting a Canoefest
mini-paddle and entering the Paint Your Paddle
contest.  The entry fee is $10.  Registration can be
done online or on a form. 
Paddles need to be turned in by Saturday June,
22 at 3:00 PM.  Trophies given for top finishers. 
Age Groups: • ADULT - 20 years +  
• TEEN - 13-19 years  • KIDS - up to 12 years
Categories:  •ARTISTIC - (intended to be an art
object)  •NOVELTY - (commercial organization
or other theme)
Information: •Paddles can be purchased at the
Brookville and Laurel libraries, and at FCN Bank
•All paint and glue must be dry, and all objects
must be securely fastened to the paddle  •Each
paddle must have its official entry form fastened
on it  •All paddles turned in for judging will be
entered in the Canoefest Silent Auction  •All
entries become the property of the Art Committee
•Minimum bid at the silent auction is $5.00  •All
paddles must be claimed from the silent auction
by the end of Canoefest   •Paddles due by
Saturday June 22, 2013 at 3:00 PM. Paddle must
be DRY or you will not be allowed to turn it in.

Canoefest Fireworks Spectacular
The Fireworks Spectacular will be held at

10:15 p.m. on Saturday, June 29, 2013 following
the last activity. 

Canoefest Races
Biathlon Canoe & Run

This event will be held at 8 a.m. on Saturday,
June 29, 2013.
Two person teams $50 pre-registered, $75 on race
day / Solo biathlon $30 pre-registered, $40 on race
day (boat not included).  Registration can be made
online or on a form.
Biathlon Classes
Open Teams providing their own canoe
Male/Male 2 Males
Female/Female 2 Females 
Male/Female 1 Male 1 Female 
Adult/Youth 2-person team (1 over 18 and 1 under
14 years of age) 
Seniors 2-person team (combined age of at least
100 years) 
Masters 2-person team (combined age of at least
80 years) 
Solo 1-person canoe or kayak 
The biathlon is a race that combines an 8.4 mile
Canoe Race and a 6.7 mile run. Racers start at the
Brookville Tailwater Recreation Area. Racers
canoe the entire length of the east fork to where it
joins the west fork and continue along the
Whitewater until the end of the canoe segment at
Morgan's Canoe Rental in Cedar Grove. After
docking the canoes the foot race begins. Leaving
Morgan's the racers continue south on S.R. 1 to
River Road. Traveling north along River Road,
there will be drink stations along with some beau-

tiful countryside. The finish line is located at the
Franklin County Conservation Club ending up to
be 15.1 miles in total length. Transportation will
be available after the race. 
Biathletes compete for the biathlon Cup. Winners
have their names engraved the Cup, and will get to
hold it for one year. The Cup was generously
donated by Franklin County's premier racing fam-
ily, the Leffingwells. 
Awards will available to winners as soon as
results are confirmed, with the exception of the
grand prize Biathlon Cup. Those wishing to
receive their award early in the afternoon may do
so. 
There will be an official awards ceremony at 7pm
for those who wish to receive their awards on
stage, the presentation of the Biathlon Cup, and to
those who wish to receive wild raucous applause
from the Canoefest crowd. The awards ceremony
is presided over by the Canoe Princess and her
Court. Those winners who are not in attendance
will still have their name(s) announced at the
Awards Ceremony 
Biathlon Rules
•Both participants must complete both the canoe
race and the run
•Solo participants not eligible for the biathlon cup
•Open division must furnish their own canoe
•The open division is intended for those individu-
als extremely skilled in canoeing
•Except open division, only rental canoes and pad-
dles will be used, or their equivalent
•Participants must sign waiver of liability and
have USCG life vest, if under 18 parent or
guardian must sign waiver
•Minors must have parent or guardian's written
consent
•Racers must pull their boat to a designated area at
the end of the paddling section before continuing
on with the running section
•Race-day officials can make adjustments to rules
and classes as needed
•Judges decisions are final

Championship Canoe Race
This event will be held at 8:30 a.m. on

Saturday, June 29, 2013.
1 & 2 person teams $20 per person pre-registered,
$30 per person race day (canoe not included).
Registration can be made online or on a form.
Championship Race Classes 
•C-2 Mens Cruiser 2-male person team with cruis-
er canoe  •C-2 Standard* 2-person team with stan-
dard canoe  •C-2 Aluminum* 2-person team with
aluminum canoe  •C-2 Womens 2-female person
team with standard canoe  •C-2 Mixed Male and
female team with standard canoe  •C-2 Seniors 2-
person team (combined age of at least 100 years) 
•C-2 Masters 2-person team (combined age of at
least 80 years) •C-1 Mens Cruiser 1-male with
cruiser canoe  •C-1 Womens Cruiser 1-female
with cruiser canoe  •K-1 Sea Kayak 1-person team
with sea kayak  •K-1 Downriver 1-person team
with downriver kayak  
*To compete in the Standard or Aluminum class-
es, your vessel must comply to the following spec-
ifications 
1. It must weigh 50 or more pounds 
2. It must be 18.5 feet or less in length 
3. It must be wider than 15% of the length at its
midpoint.  
The Championship Canoe Race is 11.25 miles in

Brookville 2013 Canoefest
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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Knightstown Locker, Inc.
MEAT PROCESSING

OOppeenn::    MMoonn,,  WWeedd,,  FFrrii  88-66  
TTuueess  &&  TThhuurr  88-55

SSaatt  88-1122

“Pick up your summer sausage & 
snack sticks at our store.”

8037 South 575 West
Knightstown, IN 46148

(765) 345-2410  (800) 718-6010
www.ktownmeatsandcatering.com

ktownlocker@embarqmail.com

Daniel D. Titus, Owner & Operator

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat
5 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

6330 So. C.R. 575 E
Selma, IN 47383

Ph. (765) 286-5049

2830 E. Memorial
Muncie, IN 47302
Ph. (765) 287-8587

Open 7 Days

C & C
Webster Store

Webster, Indiana
Only Store In Town

Little Bit Of Everything

US
 2

7US 35

WEBSTER RD

M
AI

N 
ST WEBSTER

STOREN

RICHMOND

FOUNTAIN CITYWILLIAMSBURG

Including 
The Webster

Book

Guns - Muzzleloaders - Ammo - Crossbows - Targets

www.1ShotSports.com

sales@1shotsports.com

length. The trip entails beautiful scenery on the
entire length of the course with some Class 2 and
Class 1 rapids. It starts at the tailwaters of
Brookville Lake on the east fork of the
Whitewater River. The race runs the entire length
of the east fork where it then joins the west fork.
After joining the West Fork the race continues
along the Whitewater until the finish line at
Cottonwood Campground south of Cedar Grove.
A shuttle will be available after the race. 
Originally, this race was known as the "USCA
Rules Race" but since 2010 we have run under
slight modification of USCA Rules, which has
widened the field and created a very competitive
race. That said, obviously: These races are not
USCA points races. 
Racers in traditional C-2 Standard and C-2
Aluminum Races compete for the ultimate prize,
the Traveling Trophy, with winners engraved back
to 1963. The winners will have their names
engraved the Trophy, and will get to hold it for one
year. 
The Trophy was created by Brookville legend Al
Brown, who played a big role in the original canoe
races. It has undergone some changes, a new
canoe on its top, and a new base which makes it,
we believe, the largest canoe race trophy in the
world. it is a legendary piece of canoe memorabil-
ia, and continues its long history each year in the
modern Canoefest races. The trophy is engraved
with winners back to 1963. 
Awards will available to winners as soon as
results are confirmed, with the exception of the
grand prize, the Traveling Trophy, which will be
awarded at the Awards Ceremony. Those wishing
to receive their award early in the afternoon may
do so. 
There will be an official awards ceremony at 7pm
for those who wish to receive their awards on
stage, the presentation of the Traveling Trophy,
and to those who wish to receive wild raucous
applause from the Canoefest crowd. The awards
ceremony is presided over by the Canoe Princess
and her Court. Those winners who are not in atten-
dance will still have their name(s) announced at
the Awards Ceremony. 
Championship Race Rules
•This race runs under USCA rules with the follow-
ing changes:
To compete in the Standard or Aluminum classes,
your vessel must comply to the following specifi-
cations
1.It must weigh 50 or more pounds
2.It must be 18.5 feet or less in length
3.It must be wider than 15% of the length at its
midpoint
•Pro boats (3x27) can run in cruiser class with one
minute per hour handicap. 
•Participants must sign waiver of liability and
have USCG life vest, if under 18 parent or
guardian must sign waiver.
•This is not a USCA points race.
•Race-day officials can make adjustments to rules
and classes as needed.
•Judges decisions are final.

Recreational Canoe Races
This event will be held at 9 a.m. on Saturday,

June 29, 2013. Grudge Matches held at 10 a.m.

2 person teams $25 pre-registered, $40 race day.
$15 for teams with at least one racer under age 18
(Canoe included).  Registration can be made
online or on a form.
Recreational Race Classes
•C-2Adult/Youth 2-person team (1 over 18 and 1
under 14 years of age)  •C-2 Fledgling 2-person
team (each between 10-14 years old)  •C-2 Juniors
2-person team (each between 15-18 years old) 
•C-2 Mixed Couples 2-person team (1 male and 1
female)  •C-2 Mens 2-person team (males only) 
•C-2 Womens 2-person team (females only) 
•C-2 Seniors 2-person team (combined age of at
least 100 years) 
The Recreational Canoe Race starts at the tailwa-
ters of Brookville Lake. The race runs the entire
length of the East Fork where it then joins the
West Fork. After racing along the beautiful
Whitewater the race concludes at the Franklin
County Conservation Club totaling 2.4 miles.
Transportation will be available after race. 
These races are intended for the novice, first-timer
or weekend warrior--perfect for couples, parents
and children, or those just in it for the fun. The trip
entails beautiful scenery on the entire length of the
course. 
Grudge Matches
Grudge Matches are Recreational Canoe Races
that are arranged for specific industries to com-
pete, HEAD TO HEAD. 
Compete against your industry competitors, and
get some cheap publicity for your business. Hey,
you might just win, and then think how satisfying
that will be. 
In previous years, we've had the following Grudge
Matches: 
•Banks Race  •Media Race  •Realtors Race
•Lawyers Race  •Hair Dressers Race
Recreational Race Rules
•Recreational canoe maximum 18'6" in length and
aluminum, plastic, fiberglass, etc.
•Designs are subject to race officials' discretion
•Participants must sign waiver of liability and
have USCG life vest, if under 18 parent or
guardian must sign waiver
•Race-day officials can make adjustments to rules
and classes as needed
•Judges decisions are final.

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR THOSE
WANTING TO PRACTICE RACING

Canoefest starts at the Brookville Lake Tailwaters,
beneath the Brookville Lake Dam. This area is
under the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of
Engineers, and is not a public put in for boats.
Canoefest is allowed to start there under a special
permit FOR RACE DAY ONLY. Those putting in
at the Brookville Lake Tailwaters at other times
are breaking the law and subject to enforcement
and penalties. 
The primary purpose of the Brookville Lake is
flood control, both locally, and nationally, as a
part of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers flood con-
trol. Water release from the dam can be very low,
or dangerously high, with little notice in between.
On race day, the US Army Corps of Engineers
graciously give us a flow that paddlers love, and
is not only fun, but safe and consistent. On other
days there is no such assurance. Thus putting in at
this location is not only illegal, it is dangerous. 

Please respect our arrangement with the US
Army Corps and do not put in at the Brookville
Tailwaters. For practice on our rivers, there are

box tour along the east bound trail with Tom.  Tom
told us that the Bluebird boxes had to be monitored
weekly and this day, Shirley Lamb, would be check-
ing the boxes.  Shirley is learning to be a bluebird
monitor.  As we walked along when we came to a
bluebird box Shirley peeked inside to check what
kind of a nest was inside and if it had eggs or not.
Most did not have eggs, Tom noted that the weather
was too cold this year for the bluebirds to nest.

Tom continued, "We have bluebird boxes,
because one thing that makes our trail distinctive is
that we do flyways.  A lot of trails have blue ways,
waterways, they have green ways - we do flyways.
We're bringing back the native American bluebird
that was almost wiped out.  I'm giving this talk now,
we're going to walk around and look at some boxes
and I'll do another one at 1 p.m. up at the Metamora
Trailhead."

(Tom gave me a handout on the Bluebird Trails
with some really good information.  Bluebirds:  They
help with pest control by eating insects; They were
near extinction due to habitat loss, pesticides and

Brookville 2013 Canoefest
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

liveries in Brookville, as well as public put-ins to
take advantage of our great paddling rivers.  

For more information and to register for the
many events log onto the Brookville Canoefest
website:  www.brookvillecanoefest.com or if you
are reading this on The Gad-a-bout website:
www.thegadabout.com simply click on their
website at the bottom their ad on page 9.  For
questions about volunteering to help or other call
765 309 5726.

Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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NOW                 OPEN
Deli

8 mi. North of Greensburg or
10 mi. South of Rushville on SR 3

Hrs: Monday to Friday 8-5 / Saturday 8-4
(765) 629-2604

Troyer’s Country
Store & Bakery

• Lunch Meats
• Cheese
• Butter
• Sandwiches

Noble Boys Furniture
Featuring Solid Oak and Solid Wood

Bedrooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms, 
A Lazy Boy Owned Co. & Lane Recliners,

Bedding and Other Household Items
Dutch Craft Bedding Made  by Amish
6032 Holland Rd., Brookville, IN 

(White’s Farm - U.S. 52)
Mon-Fri 9-5 / Sat 9-4 • 765-647-4875

STOP & CHECK OUR NEW
Noble Boys Variety Store

135 Harrison Ave. Brookville, IN
“Quality Furniture At Fair Prices”

REAL FOOD FOR REAL PEOPLE
AMBER M MADDEN

CO-OWNER
HUNTING LICENSE

DEER & TURKEY CHECK-IN
271 N. STATE RD 39

LITTLE YORK, INDIANA 47170 USA
Ph# 812-752-3555  

812-498-2216
812-793-2620

foreveramber@c3bb.com

invasive predators; They must find existing cavities
for nesting and they do very well in nest boxes.)  We
monitor boxes weekly and report results to the
Indiana Bluebird Society.  A graph on the handout
shows that in 2003 they had 79 Bluebirds born and
leaving the nest (fledging) and 38 Tree Swallows.  In
2012 the number rose to 168 Bluebirds and 118 Tree
Swallows.  

For more information contact Tom Cooney (765-
580-0111 or tomcooney@hotmail.com.)

After we got back from the bluebird box tour
Sharon McMillin, Judy Hancher and Tom Cooney's
wife took trimming tools, a small chain saw with
them and began working on the trail leading to Lock
#21.  They removed dead limbs, weeds and cut down
some smaller trees that obstructed walkers.  Terry
Duffy joined them soon thereafter.

A little after 10 a.m. Tom picked up a bluebird
sign and a sign post taking them over near the fence.
Then he got a tool that you use to pound posts into
the ground.  Terry Duffy went over and helped Tom
put the sign up, it read, "These Boxes Are For The
Birds - Please Do Not Disturb.”

At 11 a.m. sign up began in Metamora for the first
official event of the Whitewater Valley Walkers, the
Canal Trail’s new walking club.  The 10k walk took
participants through Metamora and along the canal
trail. Their instructions read, less committed walk-
ers are also welcome.  No need to walk the entire dis-
tance or register.  This event will accommodate the
casual stroller, the speed walker and everyone in
between.  Learn about our club in the process. 

Tom said we needed to go to Metamora for the
10k Volksmarch walk, so we drove our vehicles to
Metamora.  We got there a few minutes after the
walk kicked off.  Tom told me they had 37 signed up
for the walk.  A really good number considering the

cool day.  Tom introduced me to the folks who were
in charge of putting on the 10k hike for them.  They
were Paul Mullen from Indianapolis, Sara Duffy
(Terry's wife), Kim Vonder Meulen and Denny Fritz.
They had 80 registered walkers before the walk was
finished.

Then Tom wanted me to see the Metamora
Trailhead, so we walked through downtown
Metamora, down past the Aqueduct into the field
where the big Belgian draft horses are.  These are the
horses used to pull the Canal Boat, Ben Franklin III,
from where it is docked at the bridge in downtown
Metamora to Lock 24.  There is a sign on the
Metamora Trailhead Kiosk, "Do not pet horses." 

It was nearing noon so we had to double-time
back to our cars to make it in time to see the Girl
Scout tree planting ceremony that was to be held
west of Park Road near the US 52 Rest Park across
from the Hearthstone Restaurant.  Girl Scout Troop
49369 raised money by selling saplings of white
pine, cedar and dogwood for a few years, then they
looked for a project to help fund.  They chose to help
the Whitewater Canal Trail by planting two trees
along the trail between Park Road and Metamora.
This project helped ten of their eighteen girls win
their Silver Award.

We made it just in time.  
For the Ceremony, Board Member of the

Whitewater Canal Trail, Gary Schlueter presented
Sydney Hornberger a special recognition award and
read it out loud for all to hear.  He read, "The
Whitewater Canal Trail Board wishes to publicly
acknowledge and thank Sydney Hornberger for her
work in helping us create an arbor of original hard-
wood trees along the Whitewater Canal Trail
between Park Road and Metamora.  A Red Oak and
a Burr Oak were planted on Earth Day, April 20,
2013." 

Attending the Ceremony also was Girl Scout
Troop 49369 Co-Leader Becky Hornberger, Girl
Scout Makayla Plymale and Mrs. Edith
Simmersmeyer.

The ceremony was over at 12:30, it was time for
me to go.  I bid my farewell to Tom, thanking him for
a wonderful Earth Day.  I enjoyed myself tremen-
dously.  That was probably one of my most memo-
rable Earth Days.  But of course I always celebrate
the actual Earth Day every year, April 22nd is my
birthday.

Here is a little bit of history of the Whitewater
Canal I found online in Wikipedia.

The Whitewater Canal was built based on a 1834
survey conducted by Charles Hutchens.  The design
called for a canal seventy six miles long starting at
Nettle Creek near Hagerstown and following the
river valley through Connersville, Brookville and
into Harrison, Ohio, then back into Indiana to finish
at Lawrenceburg. In the 76 miles (122 km) the canal
dropped 491 feet (150 m). This a very ambitious
route as it was quite steep and required the crossing
of the Whitewater over an aqueduct at Laurel as well
as several other streams of lesser size.

Because of the steep grade the canal required 56
locks and seven dams.

The canal was started as a state project and
ground was broken on September 13, 1836. The first
boat arrived in Brookville from Lawrenceburg on
June 8, 1839. Because of budget problems construc-
tion was suspended in August 1839 not to be
resumed until 1842.

In 1842 the state of Indiana transferred its owner-
ship in the canal to the White Water Valley Canal
Company, which was required to complete the canal

to Cambridge City in five years. By 1843 boats were
arriving in Laurel. 1845 saw the canal operating into
Connersville. The canal company was running out of
money and borrowed from Henry Valette of
Cincinnati to finish the canal into Cambridge City
from Connersville. From Cambridge City to
Hagerstown the Canal was built by the Hagerstown
Canal Company and was finished in 1847.

The Whitewater Canal was a short venture, but it
left a lasting mark on the communities it traveled
through. The canal development project was funded
under the Act of 1836 and was allotted $1,400,000 to
build the canal through the Whitewater Valley. This
was a huge sum at the time and investors did not take
out many loans due to the prediction that they stood
to make considerable profit.  In fact it was the
Mammoth Internal Improvement Act of 1836 that
ended up straining the coffers of the State of Indiana.
Indiana went bankrupt during the summer of 1839.
Therefore, canal construction was halted until 1842.

In November 1847 the Whitewater Valley flood-
ed and many sections of the canal were washed out.
The section between Harrison and Lawrenceburg
was never rebuilt. This effectively ended the canal
era in Lawrenceburg after only eight years of service,
and only a few months after the canal was finished to
Hagerstown. It was ten months before the canal was
again operational north of Harrison. Debt incurred to
finance repairs in 1847 were a serious problem for
the rest of the canals active history.

The White Water Valley Canal Company was
granted a charter by the Indiana General Assembly of
1825-26. The company was set up after the State of

If you would like to help Whitewater Canal Trail,
Inc. accomplish their goal of being able to complete
and maintain their trail from Metamora to Tecumseh
Landing in Brookville, here is how you can do it.

A successful trip on a canal boat required support
and cooperation of the entire crew.  Would you like
to be part of the "crew" of the Whitewater Canal
Trail?  You can support the trail as a:  Driver:  A
canal boat was pulled along the canal by horses or
mules.  DRIVERS:  (also called "Hoggies") were
responsible for making sure the horses moved along
at the proper speed.  STEERSMAN:  The steersman
(also called a "Tripper") used the canal boat's rudder
to keep the boat in the middle of the canal.  CAP-
TAIN:  The captain was leader on the canal boat.
The captain was responsible for the boat, its passen-
gers and cargo, and for staying on schedule.

CUT OUT FORM BELOW AND MAIL TODAY!
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  WHITEWATER CANAL TRAIL

Help Support & Maintain
The Whitewater Canal Trail

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Gad’s Corner
SEND YOUR PHOTOS TO:  THE GAD-A-BOUT, P.O. BOX 85, CENTERVILLE, IN 47330 (INCLUDE A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE IF YOU WANT THE PHOTO RETURNED)  

YOU CAN ALSO SEND YOUR PHOTOS BY E-MAIL OR ON AN INQUIRY FROM MY WEBSITE:  WWW.THEGADABOUT.COM TO ray@thegadabout.com . 

Randy Knotts took this turkey in Wabash County.
(Bozarth Country Store Photo, Lagro, IN)

Darrell Collins, Jr. took his first turkey (25 lb.) during the
2013 youth season.  Checked in at 52 Pikup in Brookville, IN

Daughters biggest fish. 10 year old Shayanna Gray caught
this 14” Largemouth bass while fishing in the Whitewater
Lake in Whitewater Memorial State Park on May 1, 2013.
(Photo submitted by her mom Stephanie Herbert)

Matt’s Custom Guns
Hours:  Monday - Friday  9 am - 5 pm (Other hours by appointment)

Guns - Ammunition - Scopes - Accessories
Custom Target & Hunting Rifles - Specialize in Reloading Supplies

Gunsmithing - Muzzleloading Guns & Supplies
Authorized Dealer for Freedom Arms, Dakota 

Arms, Nesika,  Kimber, H-S Precision & 
Dillon Precision

3762 N CR 450 E, Connersville, IN 47331
Ph:  765-825-3418

Email:  mattscustomguns@yahoo.com
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E MATT’S CUSTOM
GUNS

AUSTIN WESTSIDE SUNOCO

Fine Food                Official Fuel of NASCAR
Eat In or Carry Out                     Gas, Diesel & E85

• Coffee • Groceries • Camping Supplies • Snacks • Drinks • Ice
118 S. Dowling Street, Austin, IN 47102
Phone: 812-794-2391

OPEN 24 HOURS

Red Barn Bait, Guns

Hunting, Fishing, Camping,
Guns, Ammo & Accessories

Buy - Sell - Trade
Open 7 Days

Phone: (812) 883-6483
For all your hunting & camping needs stop by the Red Barn

3 1/2 Miles North of Salem on SR 135

CUSTOM HOG & BEEF PROCESSING
“Venison Sausage and Hams”

Custom Curing
Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacons

CATERING
(765) 478-3426      1-800-846-6328

www.rihmfoods.com

Indiana could no longer afford to finish the
Whitewater Canal system. The White Water Valley
Canal Company finished the canal through
Cambridge City, Indiana.

Hagerstown was supposed to be the northern
most terminus of the Whitewater Canal, but after the
state went bankrupt, Hagerstown was forced to
finance and construct its own canal to Cambridge
City. The Hagerstown Canal Company completed an
eight-mile (13 km) long canal between Hagerstown
and Cambridge City in 1847.

A connecting canal was built to reach Cincinnati,
The Cincinnati and Whitewater Canal. This canal
was built by Ohio interests and went from Harrison
to Cincinnati. It was completed in 1843 and replaced
Lawrenceburg as the end of the line after the 1847
November flood. This stretch of canal closed in 1862
and was used as a railroad right-of-way at that time.

Some of the canal’s towpath is currently used by
the Whitewater Valley Railroad and has been used in
various train operations over the years. A section of
the rail line is still in use as a tourist railroad. The
Whitewater Valley Railroad operates between
Connersville, Indiana and Metamora, Indiana. The
remains of many of the canal locks on this section of
the canal can still be seen as well as the diversion
dam near Laurel, Indiana that was rebuilt in the
1940s and provides water for the restored canal sec-
tion in Metamora as well as the mill. The restored
grain mill in Metamora which runs on water provid-
ed by the canal shows that transportation was not the
only use of the canal. The most visible area of the
Whitewater Canal that exists today is in Metamora.
Here the Canal Era is recreated and tourists can stroll
through a nineteenth century town. 

Much remains of the Whitewater Canal today.
There is still water in about ten miles of the canal’s
original channel from the Laurel Feeder Dam to the
creek at Yellow Bank, and almost all of the original
canal structures from Laurel to Brookville still exist.
The long-term goal of the Whitewater Canal Trail
folks is to get a trail built all the way from Brookville

Whitewater Canal Trail, Inc.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

to Laurel so visitors can fully experience the history
and enjoy the scenery along this enduring transporta-
tion corridor. 

Tri-STATE MOBILE HOME 
PARTS & SERVICE

LOG HUNTING CABINS.  12x24 Cash price $6,328.
Rent to own, no credit check.  Call for rent to own pay-
ment.  Madison, IN.  Ask for JD.  812-265-0900

www.tristatemobile.vpweb.com

The bridge crosses Sugar Creek and connects the
developed area of the park with the park's northern
section and its popular hiking trails through the sand-
stone canyons and forested area of Rocky Hollow
Falls Canyon Nature Preserve.

DNR staff is reviewing options to bring the bridge
back to safe standards for public use.

The suspension bridge was built in 1918; two
years after Turkey Run became a state park. 

The 202-foot-long bridge is 4 feet wide and sup-
ported by steel cables nearly 2 inches in diameter. A
50-ton concrete tower on the south side of the bridge
supports the cables.

Visitors will still be able to access the north side
of the park by following Trail 1 to the Narrows
Covered Bridge. All trails south of Sugar Creek
remain open to public use.

Editor’s Note: Next month I will try to reserve
space for more information from the DNR, had one
on “What to do if you find a baby or injured animal.”

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

especially after that incident earlier this year called,
“Dani the deer by the National News and Internet!”
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COLOR RATES: 1 SPOT COLOR (ALL SIZES) $10  •  FULL COLOR 6-11 COL
IN $15 / 12-25 COL IN $25 / 26-49 COL IN $35 / 50-94.5 COL IN $50

Abbreviations: ALT - ALTERNATE / COL. IN. - COLUMN INCH / PCI - PER COLUMN INCH

WWee’’ ll ll     TTuurrnn    II tt     IInnttoo    CCaasshh    TTooddaayy!!

Charles Mead took this 9 point Buck on 11-24-2012.  (Red
Barn Bait, Guns & Deli Photo, Salem, IN)

12 year old Audra Volz took her first turkey on her first
hunt during youth season on 4/20/13.  (Photo Submitted
by Andy Volz)

9 year old Sam Sprouse of Greenwood, IN took his first
turkey, a 25 pounder, with a shotgun during the youth hunt.
(Photo submitted by Grandmother Roseann Strouse)

Jerry Holmes took his first turkey in Huntington County
(Bozarth Country Store Photo, Lagro, IN)

Doug Smith took this turkey in Wabash County (Bozarth
Country Store Photo, Lagro, IN)
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STORE WIDE SALESTORE WIDE SALE
Southeastern Indiana’s Newest and Most Exciting Outdoor Adventure Store

3333rrrrdddd    AAAAnnnnnnnniiii vvvveeeerrrrssssaaaarrrryyyy     SSSSaaaalllleeee
June 14, 15, 16th

2200    BBoowwss    &&    OOvveerr
$$1100,,000000    IInn    PPrriizzeess    

JUNE  14,  15,  16th

NN ee ww     GG uu nn ss     aa nn dd     AA mm mm oo
AA rr rr ii vv ii nn gg     DD aa ii ll yy

RR ii gg hh tt     tt oo     LL ee ff tt ::         WW hh ee ee ll     YY BB ii rr dd     AA uu tt oo -- FF ee ee dd     TT rr aa pp     CC ll aa yy
TT hh rr oo ww ee rr ss     11 22     GG aa ,,     11 22     GG aa     PP rr ee mm ii ee rr     SS hh oo tt gg uu nn     SS hh ee ll ll ss ,,     

22 00     GG aa     SS hh oo tt gg uu nn     SS hh ee ll ll ss     aa nn dd     CC ll aa yy     BB ii rr dd ss

BBuusshhmmaasstteerr     OORRCC    1155
9900339911    MMooddeell

$$889999..9999
WWhhii llee     SSuuppppll iieess     LLaasstt

BBuusshhmmaasstteerr     CCaarrbboonn    1155
9900668899    MMooddeell

$$779999..9999
WWhhii llee     SSuuppppll iieess     LLaasstt

OOppeenn    TTuueess    tthhrruu    SSaatt    1100    AA..MM.. --     66    PP..MM.. //     SSuunn    11    PP..MM.. --     55    PP..MM..
CCLLOOSSEEDD    MMOONNDDAAYY        

II ff     wwee    ddoo    nnoott     hhaavvee    ii tt ,,     wwee    wwii ll ll     wwoorrkk    hhaarrdd    ttoo    ggeett     ii tt !! !!

112266    SS..     PPeerrkkiinnss    SStt .. ,,     RRuusshhvvii ll llee ,,     IInnddiiaannaa    4466117733        ((776655))     993322--33996644
wwwwww.. ff iieellddssoouuttddoooorraaddvveennttuurreess ..ccoomm

““ FF AA MM II LL YY     OO WW NN EE DD     AA NN DD     OO PP EE RR AA TT EE DD ””

• Guns & Ammo • Bows & Archery Supplies • Hunting Equipment • Fishing Equipment• Live Bait • Hunting & Farm Clothing 
•Hunting & Farm Footwear• Deer/Turkey Check Station • DNR Licenses • Indoor Archery Range


